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Chap. 616. 

AN ACT to alter the Map of the City of New York, by laying 
out thereon a public place, and to authorize the taking o^ the 
same. 

Passed July 21, 1858 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People (f the State of New York^ r^eservted in Senate 
and AssenMyy do enact as,Jbllows : 

SscnoH 1. All that piece or parcel of land situate, ^T^Sy Boondarifls. 
and being in the Twelfth, Nineteenth, and Twenty-second Wards 
of the City of New York, bounded southerly by Fifty-ninth 
street, northerly by One Hundred and Sixth street, easterly 
by the Fifth avenue, and westerly by Eighth avenue, is hereby 

declared to be a public place, in like manner as if the same had 

< 

been laid out by the commissioners appointed in and by the act 
of the Legislature, entitled "An act relative to improvements 
touching the laying out of streets and roads in the City of New 
York, and for other purposes," passed Ap^l 8, 1807 ; and the 
iriap or plan of said city is hereby altered accordingly. Map altered. 

Sbo. 2. The Mayor, Aldermen, and Oomtnonalty of the City Authority to 
of New York are hereby authorized to take the said piece of laal 
land for public use as and for a public squai^, pursiltot to the 
act entitled "An act to reduce several laws relating particu* 
larly to the Cily of New York into one act," passed April 9, 
1813 ; and the several acts amendatory thereto, of stich por- 
tions thereof as are now in force, so far as the same are applic- 
able to the laying out and taking* of public squares and places 
in the Oi*y of New York, except as hereinafter provided ; and 

2 



all Hii<;h portioDB of the said act, and of the eaid several acts 
amendatoiy thereto, as are applicable to the lajing out and 
taking of public squares and places io said city, and as ai-e now 
in force, shall apply to the taking and laj^ing out of tie piece 
of land above described as and for a public square, in the 
same manner, aud to the same extent as if the said piece of 
land had been originally laid down as and for a public square 
upon the map or plan aforesaid of said city, except as hereiu- 
after provided. 

Seo. 3. Five persons shall be appointed Commissioners of 
Estimate and Assessment instead of three, and in case of the 
death, resignation, disqualification, or refusal to act of them, or 
either of them, it shall be lawful for the Supreme Court in 
the First Judicial District, at a general term thereof, on the 
application of the said Mayor, Aldermen, aud Commonalty, and 
oflicers, as such event shall happen, to appoint a discreet and 
disinterested person, being a citizen of the City of New York, in 
the place and stead of such Commissioner so dying, resigning, or 
refusing to act. 

Sec. 4. In every case of the appointment of Commissionera 
under this act, it shalE be competent and lawful for any three of 
Doiri r<r.ivi|Q^ioQQi^ so to be appointed, to perform the trust and 
their appointment, and their acts shall be a? valid and 
as the acta of all the Commissioners so to be appointed, 
ad act«d therein, would have been, and in every case 
sedings and decisions of snch Commissioners, being three 
ir, as shall be acting in the premises, shall be as valid 
tual as if the said Commissioners, appointed for such 
had all concurred and joined therein. 

The said Commissioners may allow compensation for 
ling or buildings upon the said land, which may have 
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been built, placed, or erected thereon, after the time of the filing 
of the original maps or plan of the said city. 

Sec. 6. Payment of the damages awarded by the said Com- Damages, 

when pay- 

missioners shall be made and become due and payable, imme- <^bie. 
diately upon the confirmation of the report of said Commission- 
ers in the premises. 

Sec. 7. For the payment of so much of the damages awarded Hwpaid. 
by the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, and the ex- 
penses, disbursements, and charges, in the premises, as shall 
exceed the. amounts or sums that may be assessed by the said com- 
missioners upon the parties and persons, lands and tenements, 
deemed by them benefited by the opening of such public square 
or place, it shall be lawful for the said Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty to raise the amount of such excess by loan, by the 
creation of a public fund or stock, to be called " The Central 
Park Fund," which shall bear an interest not exceeding five per 
centum per annum, and shall be redeemable within a period 
of time not exceeding forty-five years after the passage of this 
act, and for the payment of which the said piece of land so as 
aforesaid to be taken, shall be irrevocably pledged. 

Seo. 8. It shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- stock, 
monalty to determine what shall be the nominal amount or 
value of each share of said stock, and of what number of shares 
the same shall consist, and they are hereby authorized to sell 
and dispose of such shares at public auction, or at private sale, 
or by subscription for such stock, and on such terms as they shall 
think proper ; said stock shall not be sold at less than its par 
value. 



Seo. 9. In order to pay the interest upon the stock hereby au- interest 
thorized, the Mayor, Becorder, and Aldermen of the City and 
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County of^ New York, a^ tihe Supervisors thereof, are hereby 
authorized and empowered to order and cause to bo raised by 
tax on the estates, real and personal, subject to taxation, accord- 
ing to law within said city and county, and to be collected in 
addition to the ordinary taxes yearly, and every year, until the 
whole amount of the tax^ be paid, a sum of money sufficient to 
pay the interest annually accruing on said stock. 

provwana. Sbo. 10. ' The provisious of the act entitled "An act to regulate 
thp finances of the city of New York, passed June 8, 1812,'' 
which are not repugnant to, or incompatible with, any provision 
in this act contained, ^hall apply to said stock. 

Ssa 11» This, aeft' shall take e&et immediately. 
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Chap. 771. 

A]^ ACT fot the Begnlation and OroyeTnment of the Oentral 

Park in the City of New York. 

Paaaed Aj^ril 17, 1857 ; three-filths being proae&t 

TA^ PmpU 0f the State of UtefW York^ represented in Senate 
und Assembly, do ^nadt us follows : 

Section 1. tSb much of that piece or parcel of land, bounded Bomidaries 
fioutherly by Fifty-ninth iStreet ; (easterly "by the Fifth avenue ; 
northerly by One Hundred and Sixth street, and westerly by the 
Eighth avenue, in the City of New York, as has been taken for a 
public place, confinned by ah Order of the Supreme Court, bear- 
ing date the fifth day of Ffebruitry, in the year jme thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-six, shall hereafter be knowli and entitled as 
** The Central Park,^^ excepting out of said Central Park the land tna'^park."" 
belonging to th6 Stkte of New York, and occupied by and con- 
nected with thfe Arsenal, linless th6 City of New iTork shall 
acquire title thel*6to. 

SsK3. 2. The said Park shall be under the exclusive control and control and 

manage- 

management of a Board of CommissioneiiB, to considt of eleven °^®^*- 
persons, who shall be named and styled " The Commissioners of 
the Central Park." I'hreiB members shall constitute a quorum 
of the Board for the transaction of business ; but ho iaction of the 
Board shall be deemed final or binding, unless it shall have 
received the approval of a majority of the Boatd, whose names 
shall be recorded in the minutes. 

6eo. 3. Eobi^rt J. t)illoh, James !fi. Oooley, Charies H. Russell, Board of 
John F. Butterworth, John A. C. Gray^ Waldo Hutchins, Thomas ^<>^e"- 
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C. Fields, Andrew H. Greene, Charles W. Elliot, William K. 
Strong, and James Hogg, are hereby continued and constituted 
the first Board of Comipissioners. They shall hold offices for 
five years, and shall receive no compensation for their services ; 
each Commissioner shall, nevertheless, be entitled to be reim- 
bursed the amount of his personal expenses in visiting and super- 
intending the said Park, not exceeding the sum of three hundred 
Yacwdes. dollars per annum. In case of a vacancy, the same shall be filled 
by the remaining members of the Board for the residue of the 
term then vacant; and all vacancies caused by expiration of 
terms of office, or neglect or incapacity of qualification, shall be 
tilled by the Mayor, by and itith the advice and consent of the 
Board of Aldermen. 



^^^« Seo. 4. The said board shall have the full and exclusive power 

to govern, manage, and direct the said Central Park ; to lay out 
and regulate the same ; to pass ordinances for the regulation and 
government thereof ; to appoint such engineers, surveyors, clerks, 
and other officers, except a police force, as may be necessary ; to 
prescribe and define their respective duties and authority, fix the 
amount of their compensation ; and generally in regard to said 
Park, they shall possess all the power and authority now by law 
conferred or possessed by the Common Council of said city, in 
respect to the public squares and places in said city. 

MiBdemean- Seo. 5. It shall bc a misdomeauor for any Conmaissioner, 
directly or indirectly, to be in any way interested in any contract 
or work of any kind whatever connected with said Park ; and it 
shall be the duty of any Commissioner or other person who may 
have any knowledge or information of the violation of this pro- 
vision, forthwith to report the same to the Mayor, who shall hear 
such Commissioner in regard thereto ; and if, after such hearing, 
he shall be satisfied of the truth thereof, the Mayor shall imme- 







diately remove the Commissioner thus offending. Every Com- 
missioner shall, before entering npon the duties of his office, take oath of 

office. 

and subscribe the oath prescribed by the constitution of this 
State, which oath when subscribed, shall be filed in the office of 
the Clerk of the City and County of New York. 

Sec. 6. The said Board shall annually, and in the month of AnnnaiiQ- 

_ , port. 

January in each year, make to the Common Council of the said 
city, a full report of their proceedings, and a detailed statement 
of all their receipts and expenditures. 

Seo. 7. It shall be lawful for the Commissioners to let from Leaangof 

* buildings 

year to year any buildings, and the grounds attached thereto, "^^ ground, 
belonging to the City of New York, now being within said Park, 
until the same shall be required for the laying out and regulation 
thereof, when the said buildings shall be removed, except such 
as may be used for the purposes of the Park. 

Sec. 8. It shall be lawful for the said Commissioners to sell saieofprop- 
any buildings, improvements, and other materials now being 
within the said Park, being the property of the City of New 
York, which in their judgment shall not be required for the pur- 
poses of the Park, or for public use, the proceeds of which shall 
be deposited to the credit of the Commissioners, and devoted to 
the improvement of the Park. 

« 

Seo. 9. No plan for the laying out, regulation, and govern- Adoption of 

plan. 

ment of said Park shall be adopted or undertaken by the Com- 
missioners, of which the entire expense when funded shall re- 
quire for the payment of the annual interest thereon a greater 
sum than one hundred thousand dollars per annum. 

Sec. 10. The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City p^buc fund. 
I of New York shall, from time to time, create and issue a public 
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tond or stock, to be denominated " The Central Park Improve- 
ment Fund/' in such sums of money as shall be required by the 2 
said Board of Commissioners for the purposes of this act, subject 
to the limitations prescribed by the preceding ninth section 
hereof ; all the provisions of the act entitled ^^An Act to regulate 
the finances of the City of New York," passed June eighth, 
eighteen hundred and twelve, so far as the same may be applica- 
ble, shall apply to the stock or fund thus created ; such stock or 
fund shall be redeemable in thirty years from the issuing thereof ; 
and the said Park shall be, and the same is hereby, specifically 
pledged for the redemption thereof. 

Sec. 11. For the payment of the interest on the said stock or 
fund, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of New 
York shall order, and cause to be raised by tax on the estates, 
real and personal, subject to taxation according to law within 
said city and county, and to be collected in addition to the ordi- 
nary taxes, yearly and every year until the whole amount of such 
fund or stock be paid, a sum of money suflicient to pay the inter- 
est annually accruing on said stock or fund, not exceeding the 
aforesaid limitation of one hundred thousand dollars per annum. 



Moneys, how Sec. 12. The moucys raised upon the fund or stock hereby 
ted^oSted. authorized shall be deposited as fast as the same shall be realized, 
by tlie said Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty ,^to the ci*edit of 
the said Board of Commissioners, with the New York Life In- 
surance and Trust Company, or with the United States Trust 
Company of New York, or with a bank or banks, as either shall 
be designated by said Board ; such company, or bank or banks, 
shall allow interest upon such deposits as may be agreed upon 
with said Board, and shall open and keep an account with said 
Board. All moneys received by said Commissioners shall be 
immediately deposited with such company or bank to the credit 



Interest 
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of their account, and no moneys shall be drawn therefrom except 
upon a warrant signed by at least a majority of Commissioners, 
and countersigned by the Comptroller of the city, upon filing 
with him the receipt or other vouchers therefor ; nor shall such 
moneys be drawn therefrom unless the same shall have been 
specifically authorized by the said Board, at a meeting thereof 
duly convened, and entered at length on their minutes. ' 

Seo. 13. It shall be lawful for the said Board of Commission- Exchange ot 

lands. 

ers to agree with the Oroton Aqueduct Board of the City of New 
York, for an exchange of lands belonging to the City of New 
York, now or hereafter in use for the Croton Aqueduct, and 
lying within the area bounded southerly by Fifty-ninth street ; 
easterly by the Fifth avenue ; northerly by One Hundred and 
Sixth street ; and westerly by the Eighth avenue, in the City of 
New York ; provided the same quantity of land, within the said 
area, be given in exchange. Such deeds shall be executed and 
delivered between the parties hereto, as shall give effect to any 
agreement made under this section. 

Sec. 14. It shall be lawful for said Board of Commissioners, otdinanoea. 
at any meeting thereof, duly convened, to pa^s such ordinances 
as they may deem necessary for the regulation, use, and govern- 
ment of said Park, not inconsistent with the ordinances and regnr 
lations of the Corporation of New York. Such ordinances shall, 
immediately upon their passage, be published for ten days in 
three daily newspapers, published in said city, to be selected by 
said Commissioners. 

Sec. 15. All peraons offending against such ordinances, shall vioiationa. 
be deemed guilty of misdemeanor, and be punished on conviction 
before the Mayor, Eecorder, or any magistrate of the City of 
New York, by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars ; and in default 
of payment, by imprisonment not exceeding thirty days. 

Seo. 16. This act shall take effect immediately. 



Chap. 101. 

AN ACT to alter the map of the City of New York, by layins 
ont thereon a public place, and to aathorize the taking cS 
the same. 

PuwdApiil^lBSV', UuM-StUu baing pmuait. 

The People of the State of New York, repreteTited in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact cu follows : 

cerwn SEonoH 1. All that piece or parcel of land eituate, lying and 

■^i»"*^h« being in the Twelfth ward of the city of New York, bounded 
Bontherly by the aontherly side of One Hundred and Sixth 
street ; northerly by One Hnndred and Tenth street ; easterly 
by the Fifth avenue, and westerly by the Eighth avenue, is 
hereby declared to be a public place, in like manner as if the 
same had been laid out by the Commissioners appointed in and 
by the Act of the Legislature of the State of New York, entitled 
"An act relative to improvements touching the laying out of 
streets and roads in the City of New York, and for other pur- 
nnoRB." passed April third, eighteen hundred and seven. 

2. The Board of Commissioners of the Central Park, for 
L behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the 
f New York, are authorized to acquire title to the said 
or parcel of land, for public use, as and for a public 
, pursuant to the act entitled "An act to reduce several 
elating particularly to the City of New York into one 
)assed April ninth, eighteen hnndred [and thirteen, and 
'eral acts amendatory thereto, or such portions thereof as 
w in force, so far as the same are applicable to the laying 
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out and taking of public squares and places in the City of New 
l^pTork (except as hereinafter provided), and all such portions of 
the said act and of the said several acts amendatory thereto, as 
are applicable to the laying out and taking of public squares 
and places in said city, and as are now in force, shall apply to 
the taking and laying out of the piece of land above described, 
as and for a public square, in the same manner and to the same 
extent as if the said piece of land had been originally laid down 
as and for a public square, upon the map or plan aforesaid, of 
said city, except as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 3. The said Board of Commissioners, in the name of the Boaniof 

GommiBslon- 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, ^^^J^^ 
may present a petition to the Supreme Court, at any General pSi2*oSart 
or Special Tenn thereof, held in the First Judicial District, mentofoom- 

*■ ' ' miadoners of 



praying for the appointment of commissioners of appraisal; *pp™*^- 
such petition shall be signed by any one of the oflScers of the 
said Board of Commissioners of the Central Park; and said 
Board of Commissioners of the Central Park may do all acts 
and things in and about the taking of said piece or parcel of 
land, and in and about the applying for the appointment of 
Commissioners to take the same, and all proceedings subsequent 
thereto, under and by virtue of the provisions of the last men- 
tioned act, that the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty might 
or could do. 

Seo. 4. A notice of the presentation of the application to the Notioesof 

each applioa- 

Supreme Court, by said Board of Commissioners, shall be ffiven *f?»» *» be 

r f */ 7 o given by ad- 

to the owners, lessees, parties and persons, respectively entitled 2*^^"^' 
unto or interested in the lands and premises mentioned in the 
first section of this act, by advertisement in four of the public 
newspapers having a large daily circulation in the City of New 
York, which shall be published daily, not less than thirty days ; 
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iBnoli notice fihall epecify the time and place where and when an 
application will be made for appointment of OommisaionerB ol 
Appraifiiil of the said piece or parcel of land, and the extent of 
the land proposed to he taken. 

commiiHion- Sec. 5. The said Board of Commissioneris of the Central Park, 

era may pfo- 

^ names maj, at the time and place of moving for the appointment of 
^ apprais- ^^^j^ Commissioners of Appraisal, propose to the Court the names 
of three suitable persons, and the owners, lessees, and parties and 
persons respectively entitled unto or interested in said premises, 
may likewise propose the names of three suitable persons as Com- 
^u8sioQers of Appraisal, and an appeal to the General Term 
may be taken from the order of the Special Term appointing 
the Commissioners of Appraisal. 

commiflBkni- Seo. 6. Tho Said Commissioners to be appointed by the Su- 

ers of ap- 

praiaai may prcmc Court, midcr the provisions of the last mentioned act, 

allow dam- j^ ' x f 

Jg^j^ may allow compensation for any building or buildings upon the 
said piece or parcel of land, which may have been built, placed, 
or erected thereon, after the time of the filing of the original 
maps or plans of said city. 

Payment of Sbo. 7. Pftyment of the damages awarded by the said Oom- 

damafireSa 

v^hentobe- misBOuers shall be made and become due and payable imn^- 

come doe. *■ *' 

diately upon the oonfirmation of the report of the said Oominis- 
sioners in the premises. 

ckmunMon. Bec. 8. No persou shall be appointed a Commissioner of Ap- 

OTsnottobe •iiitit i» ••-•. 

intoestod in praisal who shall be an owner of or pecumanly mterested, 
estate. dircctly or indirectly, in land in the City of New York, above 
Forty-second street. 

J^^^^ay Seo. 9. For the payment of so much of the damages awarded 
by Hie Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, and the ex- 
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peoses, diebarEementa, and (barges in the premises, as stiall ex« 
^|l^d tk^ amounte or swns U»at be assessed by the said Commift. 
fiioners, upon the parties and persons, lands and tenements, 
deemed by them benefited by the opening of such public place, 
it shall be lawful for the said Miayor, Aldermen and Common- 
alty to raise the amount of such excess by loan, by the creation 
of a public fund or stock, to be called and known as " The Cen- 
tral Park Additional Fund,'* which shall bear an interest not 
exceeding six per centum per annum, and shall be redeemable 
within a period of time not exceeding forty-fiVe years after the 
passage of this act, and for the payment of which the said piece 
of land BO as aforesaid to be taken, shall be irrerocably pledged. 

Sec. 10. It shall be lluwfal forthe said Mayor, Aldermen, and Mayor, &c., 

, T . -I 1 • 1 *® stock. 

Commonalty to determine what shall be the nommal amount or 
value of each share of the said fund or stock, of what number 
of shares the same shall consist ; and they are hereby authorized 
to sell and dispose of such shares at public auction, or at private 
sale, or by subscription for such stock, and on such terms as they 
shall think proper ; said stock shall not be sold at less than its 
par value. 

Sec. 11. In order to pay tlie interest upon the said stock hereby interarton 

, - stock to be 

authorized, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of raised by 
New York are hereby authorized and empowered to order and 
cause to be raised, by tax on the estates, real and personal, sub- 
ject to taxation according to law, within said city and county, 
and to be collected in addition to the ordinary taxes, yearly and 
every year, until the whole amount of said stock be paid, a sum 
of money sufiicient to pay the interest annually accruing on said 
stock. 

Sec. 12. The provisions of an act entitled "An act to regulate Actofisia 

made appli> 

k the finances of the City of New York," passed June eighth, eigh* ~*>^* 
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teen hundred and twelve, which are not repugnant to or incom- 
patible with any provisionB in this act contained, shall apply to^ 
said stock. 

Said place to Ssc. 13. Thc Said public place, when taken as hereinbefore 

be a part of 

^fc®^*?be P^'^id^^lj shall, with the piece or parcel of land mentioned in 
SS^pS^ tl^e fi^^t section of an act entitled "An act for the regulation 
artof 1857? and government of the Central Park, in the City of New York," 
passed April seventeenth, eighteen hundred said fifty-seven, form 
and be " The Central Park," and shall, as to its laying out, con- 
trol and management, be subject to all the provisions of said last 
mentioned acl, and any acts amendatory thereof, or in addition 
thereto, and shall be under the exclusive control and manage- 
ment of the Board of Commissioners created thereby. 

Sec. 14. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 349. 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "An act for the Regulation 
and Government of the Central Park, in the City of New 
York," passed April seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven, and further to provide for the maintenance and govern- 
ment of said Park. 

Passed April 15, 1859 ; tbzee-flfths being present. • 

The People of the State of New Yorky represented in Senate 
and Assembly y do enact as follows : 

Section 1. Section two of an act entitled " An act for the 
Hegulation and Government of the Central Park, in the City 
of New York," passed April seventeenth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven, is hereby amended to read as follows : 

§ 2. The said Park shall be under the exclusive control and under ©on- 

trol of Com- 

management of a Board of Commissioners to consist of not less c^S*""' 
than seven, nor more than eleven persons, who shall be named 
and styled "The Commissioners of the Central Park." A 
majority of the said Commissioners in office, for the time 
being, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, 
and no action of the Board shall be final or binding unless it 
shall have received the approval of a majority of the said Board 
then in office, whose names shall be recorded in its minutes. 

Sec. 2. Section three of said act is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows : 

§ 3. The Commissioners of the Central Park now in office, commia- 

aiotiers con« 

and such persons as shall be appointed to fill the existing va- *^^®^' *®' 
cancy in said Board, are hereby continued and constituted the 
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said Board of Commissioners; they shall hold their office as j 
such Commissioners for five years from the passage of the act | 
hereby amended. No member of said Board shall receive any i 
compensation for his services except the President or Treasurer, 
but each Commissioner shall nevertheless be entitled to receive 
for his personal expenses in visiting and superintending the said 
Park, a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars per annum. 
In case of a yaeancy, die same may be filled by the remaining 
members of the Board for the residue of the term then vacant, 
and all vacancies occasioned by expiration of terms of office 
shall be filled by the Mayor, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Board of Aldermen of the City of New York. 

Sec. 3. Section five of said act is hereby amended so as to 
read a£ follows. 

§ 5. It shall be a misdemeanor for any Commissioner to be, 
directly or indirectly, in any way pecuniarily interested in any 
contract or work of any kind whatever conneci;ed with said 
Park ; and it shall be the duty of any Commissioner or other 
pei*son who may have any knowledge or information of the 
violation of this provision, forthwith to report the same to the 
Mayor of the City of New York, who shall present the facts of 
the case to any two judges of the Supreme Court of the First 
Judicial District ; such Judges shall hear in a summary manner 
such Commissioner in regard thereto, and any evidence he may 
offer, and if, after such hearing, they shall be satisfied of the 
truth thereof, and shall so certify to the Mayor, he shall imme- 
diately remove the Commissioner thus offending. Every Com- 
missioner shall, before ente^ng upon the duties of his office, 
take and subseribe the oath prescribed by the Constitution of 
the State, which oath^ when subscribed, e^U be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the City and County of New York. 
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Sec. 4. Section nine of said act hereby amended is amended 
^Bo as to read as follows : 

§ 9. No plan for the laying out, regulation and government of pun, 

oxpcnsfi Ox* 

said Park shall be adopted or undertaken by the Commissioners 
of which the entire expense, when funded, shall require for the 
payment of the annual interest thereon a greater sum than, one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars per annum. 

Seo. 5. Section eleven of said dct hereby amended is amended 
80 as to read as follows : 

S 11. For the payment of the interest on the said stock or interest on 

" * •' stock, how 

. fund, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of New tobepaid. 
York shall order and cause to be raised by tax on the estates, 
real and personal, subject to taxation according to law within 
said city and county, and to be collected in addition to the 
ordinary taxea yearly, and every year until the whole amount of 
such fund or stock be paid, a sum of money sufficient to pay the 
interest annually accruing on said stock or fund, not exceeding 
the aforesaid limitation of one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars per annum. 

Seo. 6. The moneys mentioned in the twelfth section of the Moneys, 
said act hereby amended may be drawn from the bank in which 
they may be deposited, by warrants, signed by a majority of 
said Commissioners in office, and all receipts and vouchers shall 
be filed in the office of said Board. 

Sec. 7. None of the said Commissioners, nor any person, Debt not to 
whether in the employ of said Commissioners or otherwise, shall bvcommis- 

sioneror 

have the power to create any debt,robligation, claim or liability «jpioyees, 
for or on account of said Board, or the moneys or property 
under its control, except with the express authority of said 
J Board conferred at a meeting thereof duly convened and held. 
8 
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Sec. 8. Such portions of the act hereby amended as are incon- 
Bistent with the provisionB of this act are hereby repealed. m 

Seo. 9. The office of either of the said Commissioners who 
shall not attend the meetings of the Board for three successive 
months, after having been duly notified of said meetings, with- 
out' reasons satisfactory to said Board, or without leave of 
absence from said Board, may by said Board be declared vacant. 

Sec. 10. Real and personal property may be granted, devised, 
bequeathed or conveyed to the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
monalty of the City of New York, for the purposes of the im- 
provement or ornamentation of the Central Park in said city, or 
for the establishment or maintenance, witliin the limits of said 
Central Park, of museums, zoological or other gardens, collec- 
tions of natural history, observatories, or works of art, upon 
such trusts and conditions as may be prescribed by the grantors 
or donors thereof, and agreed to by the said Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commonalty; and all property so devised, granted, be- 
queathed or convoyed, and the rents, issues, profits and income 
thereof, shall be subject to the exclusive management, direction 
and control of the said Board of Commissioners of the Central 
Park. 



Sec. 11. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 363. 

« 

AN ACT to alter the Map or Plan of the City of New York. 

Passed April 15, 1859 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of Nevo Yorhy represented in Senate 
and Assembly^ do enact as follows : 

Section 1. All that part of the Seventh avenue, in the City P»?Jo*8ev- 
of New York, lying between the southerly side of One Hun- ^Sdmea. 
dred and Tenth street and the Harlem river, shall be widened 
on the map or plan of the said city, by adding thereto on each 
side thereof, twenty-five feet, so as to make the whole width of 
that part of the said avenue one hundred and fifty feet. 

Sec. 2. The said part of the said Seventh avenue so to be Declared one 

of the streets 

widened, is hereby declared to be one of the streets or avenues of the city. 
of the City of New York, in like manner and with the like effect 
as if the same had been so laid out by the Commissioners ap- 
pointed in and by the act entitled "An act relative to Improve- 
ments touching the Laying out of Streets and Eoads in the 
City of New York, and for other purposes," passed April third, 
eighteen hundred and seven. The said part of the said avenue 
shall be laid out and regulated under the supervision of the 
Commissioners of the Central Park, but no action shall be taken 
in relation to said widening, until the owners of at least one-half 
of the fi*ont on the said part of the said avenue shall petition 
the Common Council for such widening. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immediately* 



Chap. 85. 

AN ACT for the coTistruction, regulation, maintenance, and 
government of the Central Park in the City of New York, 
and to provide additional means therefor. 

Anad Ibieh IS, laSO ; thna-fifUu beiii| pntaA, 
The People of the State of New York, repreeented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact cm follows : 
of, Seotiok 1. The Major, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the 

^^ City of New York, ehall hereafter, from time to time, ae required 
by the Board of Commissioners of the Central Park, create and 
issue a public fund or stock, for the purpoee of providing means 
for the laying out, construction, government, improvement, and 
regulation of the Central Park in the City of New York, to be 
denominated "The Central Park Improvement Fund," for a 
aum, the annual interest of which shall not exceed one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, but not more than one-third of the 
stock hereby authorized shall be issned in any one year from 
the date of the passage of this act. All the provisiouB of the 
act entitled "An act to regulate the finances of the City of New 
York," passed Jnne eighth, eighteen hundred and twelve, bo 
far as the same may be applicable, shall apply to the stock or 
fund thus created ; such stock or fund shall be redeemable in 
tliirty years from the issuing thereof ; and the said Park shall 
be, and the same is hereby specifically pledged for the redemp- 
tion thereof. 

Sbc. 2. For tho payment of the interest on the said stock or 
ind, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of New 
ork, shall order and cause to be raised by tax, on the estates, 
al and personal, subject to taxation according to law, within 
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said city and county, and to be collected in addition to the ordi- 
nary taxes, yearly, and every year until the whole amount of 
Buch fund or stock be paid, a sum of money sufficient to pay the 
interest annually accruing on said fund or stock, not exceeding 
the aforesaid limitation of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
per annum. 

Sec. 3. The moneys raised upon the fund or stock hereby au- Moneys to be 

^ ^ •/ with the New 

thorized, and the moneys raised under the fourth section of this ^^Jf^^ 
act, shall be deposited by the Comptroller of the City of New ^I^ ©J'^e 

United 

York, as fast as the same shall be realized, by the said Mayor, states 

' ^ J J ^ TmstCom- 

Aldermen, and Commonalty, to the credit of the said Board of p^^' ^' 
Commissioners, with the New York life-insurance and Trust 
Company, or with the United States Trust Company of New 
York, or with such bank, or such banks as have been or shall be 
designated by said board ; such moneys shall be used and appro- 
priated by said Board of Commissioners for the construction, 
improvement, regulation, and government of the said Central 
Park, and shall be drawn from said bank or company by a war- / 

rant signed by at least a majority of Commissioners, after the 
same shall have been specifically authorized by the said Board at a 
meeting thereof duly convened, and entered at length on their 
minutes. Such company or bank, or banks, shall allow interest 
upon such deposits as may be agreed upon with said Board, and 
shall open and keep an account with said Board. 

Seo. 4. The said Board of Commissioners shall, on or before commia- 

sioners shall 

the first day of July in each year, transmit to the Board of Super- ^J^^**^ 
visors of the City and County of New York, an estimate in S^^SSS^" 

, , _ of aoioont of 

writing of the amount of money, not exceeding in any one year money re- 
the sum of one himdred and fifty thousand dollars, that will be J^^ 
required for the maintenance and government of the Central °"**' 
Park during the current year ; and the said Board of Supervi- 
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sors Bhall annually raise and collect bj tax, apon the estates, real 
and personal, subject to taxation according to law, within said * 
city and county, and to be collected in addition to the ordinary 
taxes, a sum of money equal to that specified in said estimate. 
The said stun of money shall be deposited and drawn in the 
manner provided by the third section of this act, and shall be 
applied by the said Board to the payment of the expenses of the 
maintenance and government of the Central Park in said city. 

Ssa 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 256. 

AN A.CT to incorporate the American Zoological and Botanical 

Society. 

Passed April 10, 1860 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of New YorJc^ represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Section 1. William H. Aspinwall, Hamilton Fish, Robert L. Bodyoorpo- 

rate. 

Stuart, Charles King, Alexander W. Bradford, Benjamin H. 
Field, William H. Appleton, (August Belmont,) Frederick Prime, 
William P. Lee, Frank Moore, Augustus Schell, John D. Clute, 
B. R. Winthrop, George Opdyke, Henry Delafield, Archibald 
Russell, Frederick De Peyster, James W. Beekman, Henry 
Grinnell, Frederick G. Foster, Wilson G. Hunt, Robert J. 
Dillon, Luther R. Marsh, John C. T. Smidt, T. Bailey Myers, 
William Caldwell, (J. A. C. Gray,) George H. Moore, John P. 
Crosby, Cyrus W. Field, R. O. Doremus, Matthew Morgan, 
George Folsom, Watts Sherman, John Jay, Shepherd Knapp, 
Parke Godwin, John Paine, C. N. Bovee, Charles Tracey, 
Charles Butler, William S. Mayo, Himm Barney, Charles M. 
Connolly, J. Winthrop Chanler, F. L. Olmstead, B. W. Bonney, . 
and all who are now, or may hereafter become associates for the 
purposes of this act, and their successors, are hereby constituted 
a body corporate by the name of the "American 2iOological and 
Botanical Society," for the purpose of establishing a " Zoological 
and- Botanical Garden " in the City of New York, and otherwise 
^ promoting the science of Natural History. 
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powenspriv- Sec. 2. For the purposes aforesaid, the said Society shall pos- 

ileges, and r l ? J r 

corporations, gggg ^^ general power and privileges, and be subject to the4| 
general liabilities contained in the third title of the eighteenth 
chapter of the first part of the Eevised Statutes, so far as the 
same may be applicable, and may not have been modified or 
repealed. 



tion. 



organka- Seo. 3. The Said associates, or a majority of them, shall meet 

within two months after the passage of this act, and organize 
the said Society, by the election of ofScers and tlie adoption of 
By-laws, for which purposes they may hold adjourned meetings 
from time to time, until such organization shall be completed. 



Officers of Sec. 4. The officers of such organization shall be a President, five 

society. 

Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Eecording Sec- 
retary, a Treasurer, a Librarian, twenty-one Councillors, and 
such other officers as may be provided by the By-laws : all of 
which said officers shall be elected annually, except the Council- 
lors. Immediately after the first election of Councillors, they 
shall be divided by lot into three classes of seven each; one of 
which classes shall hold office for one year, another for two 
years, and another for three years. The Secretary of State, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, the President of the State 
Agricultural Society, the Mayor of the City of New York, the 
President of the Board of Education of the City of New York, 
the President .of the Board of Commissioners of the Central 
Park, the Presidents of the Board of Aldermen and of the 
Board of Councilraen of the City of New York, shall be ex-officio 
members of the Council of said society. 

QnaiMcation Seo. 5. Thc Qualification for membership of said society shall 

of member- 

ship. consist in the payment of a stock subscription, or such yearly 

payment as shall be prescribed by the By-laws, and the niem- 
bers shall not be personally liable for the debts of said society. 
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Sec. 6. The property and affairs of said society shall be man- AfEairs of 

•' Bodety, how- 

aged by a Council, to consist of all the officers designated in the °»«"»««ed' 

fourth section of this act, or a majority of them, subject to such 

directions and regulations as shall be prescribed by the By-laws. 

Sec. 7. The said society, for determining the terms of admis- May form 

•^ ' ® code of by- 

sion of its members, for the government of the society, for ^^ 
changing and altering the officers, their election, and duties, and 
for the general regulation and management of its transactions, 
property, business, and affairs, shall have power to form a code 
of By-laws, not inconsistent with the laws of this State or of the 
United States, which shall, until modified or rescinded, be 
equally binding as this act upon the said society, its officers and 
members, provided that the same shall not be altered or 
rescinded, except at a regular meeting, on previous notice, in 
writing, given at the preceding regular meeting. 

Sec. 8. There shall be an annual meeting of the members of Annual 

meeting. 

the said society on the first Monday after the first day of May, in 
each year, and such other regular meetings as the By-laws shall 
direct. 



Sec. 9. The officers of the said society shall be chosen, as offlcers, 

when chosen 

provided by the fourth section, at a regular meeting to be desig- ^j^™*** 
nated for that purpose by the By-laws, and the oflScers chosen at 
such regular meeting shall hold their places until others shall 
be elected in their stead. 

Sec. 10. The said society is hereby authorized to receive and May receive- 

sabecriptions 

t9 issue certificates of shares in their capital stock to the amount J^^^J^ 
of five hundred thousand dollars, but no dividend shall ever be °* ^^^^'^ 
made to the stockholders beyond the rate of five per cent, per 
annum on the capital stock. 
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niqrateb- Sec. 11. The Board of ConmussionerB of die Central Park in 

Hsh zoolqgi- 

^^^^^ the est J of New York are hereby aathorized and empowered to 
allow the said corporation hereby created to establish within the 
said Park the 2^1ogical and Botanical Garden contemplated by 
this act ; and, to that end, the said Board of Commissioners may 
allot, set apart, and appropriate suitable and proper grounds 
within the said Park, in the position and of the dimensions to be 
determined by the said Board of Commissioners, not exceeding 
sixty acres for the said garden ; and the said corporation Bhall 
have free access to, and egress from the said grounds thus 
allotted, set apart and appropriated ; and so long as the said cor- 
poration shall hare and enjoy the free and uninterrupted use and 
occupation of the said grounds so allotted, set apart and appro- 
priated to that object, but for no other purpose whatever, with- 
out any rent, assessment, or charge for iixe same ; which said 
grounds may be enclosed by the said corporation for the purposes 
aforesaid ; provided that the grounds shall in no case be open, or 
the collections of said society be exposed for public exhibition 
on Sundays ; and provided also that the use thereof be made 
subject to such other conditions, terms and regulations as shall 
be mutually agreed upon by the said Board of Commissioners and 
said Corporation, and which shall not thereafter be altered ex- 
cept by the mutual consent of said Board of Commissioners and 
said Corporation. 8aid Corporation may erect upon the lands 
so set apart such buildings and other structures as may be neces- 
sary for the pifrposes aforesaid. But if at any time hereafter, 
and for any cause, the said corporation shall cease so to maintain 
the said garden upon the said grounds thus allotted, set apart 
and appropriated for that purpose, and shall discontinue the 
same, and so advise the said commissioners by notice in writing 
to that effect, the rights and privileges in the said Pai*k hereby 
authorized to be granted to the said corporation for the purpose 
hereinbefore* declared, shall thenceforth cease and determine, 
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and the said grounds bo authorized to be allotted, set apart 
and appropriated to the use of the said corporation for the 
purpose hereinbefore specified, may be appropriated to any 
other use consistent with the general objects and purposes of 
the said Park ; but in such case the said corporation shall have 
the right and shall be permitted to remove from the said grounds 
all its property. The^vidence of allotment, setting apart, and ap- ^toto^t.^' 
propriation by the said Board of Commissioners of the Central ®*^ 
Park to the said Corporation, of suitable and proper grounds 
within the said Park for the establishing and maintaining thereon 
a Zoological and Botanical Garden as authorized and provided 
for hereinbefore, shall be a resolution to that effect by said 
Board of Commissioners, at a meeting thereof duly called, a 
copy of which, signed and acknowledged by the President and 
Secretary of said Board, shall be recorded in the office of the 
Kegister of the City and Caunty of New York. 

Sec. 12. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 88, 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "An act to amend an act 
entitled 'An act for the Regulation and Government of the 
Central Park in the City of New York,' passed April 17, 
1867, and further to provide for the maintenance and govern- 
ment of said Park,'' passed April 15, 1859, and further to 
provide for the construction, maintenance and government of 
the said Park. 

Paflfied March 27, 1861 ; thzee-fifUui being present. 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in Seruxte 
a/nd Assemhly^ do enact a% follows : 

commiff- Seotiok 1. The Commissioners of the Central Park now in 

hold offloe office shall continue to hold office for five years from the ex- 

f or five •' 

years, &c. piratiou of their present term of office, and until others are 
appointed in their stead, and shall continue to be and constitute 
the Board of Commissioners of the Central Park, and may, at 
any time during their continuance in office, fill any vacancies 
occurring in their number, and shall possess all the rights, 
powers and authorities heretofore conferred by any act or acts of 
the Legislature of this State upon Commissioners of the Central 
Park, or upon the said Board. 

Amending Sec. 2. So much of the second section of an act entitled "An 

act of 1869, 

as to term of act to amcud au act entitled an act for the Eeffulation and 

office. ^ 

Government of the Central Park, in the City of New York, 
passed April 17, 1867, and further to provide for the "mainten- 
ance and government of said Park," passed April 15, 1859, as 
limits the term of office of the Commissioners of the Central 
Park, therein mentioned, to five years, from the passage of the 
act thereby amended, and as provides the mode of filling va- 
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cancieB occasioned by expiration of terms of office, and all acts 
(Mind parts of acts, inconsistent with this act, are hereby re- 
pealed. 

Sec. 3. The said Board is hereby authorized to take and hold Gifts, 

*^ devises, and 

any gifts, devises, or bequests that may be made to said Board, Requests. 
upon such trusts and conditions as may be prescribed by the 
donors or grantors thereof, and agreed to by said Board, for the 
purpose of embellishing or ornamenting said Park; and shall 
annually make in its report a statement in detail of the con- 
dition and value of all such gifts, devises or bequests, and of 
the names of the persons by whom the same are so given, 
devised or bequeathed. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 46. 

AN ACT to Improve the Central Park in the Cily of New York. 

PosMd March 2S^ 1862; tluree-fifihs beinc yrwoii 

The People of the State of Ifew Yorlc^ rgpreaented in Senate 
and Assemblyy do enact asfoUowe : 

Section 1. The Commissioners of the Central Park, in the 
City of New York, are hereby authorized to set apart and appro- 
priate to the New York Historical Society, the building within 
said Park heretofore known as the New York State Arsenal, 
together with such grounds adjoining the same as the said Com- 
missioners may determine to be necessary and proper for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining therein by the said 
society a museum of antiquities and science, and a gallery of art. 



Fowvto Sso. 2. The expense of arranging and fitting up of the said ar- 

alter the 

bnilding. Bcual buildiug for the use and purpose aforesaid shall be borne 
by the said New York Historical Society, and the said society 
shall have the right, at its own expense, to add to, enlarge, or 
if need be, to take down the present building, and erect another 
on the grounds so set apai*t and appropriated ; the plan of such 
addition, or new building, having been first submitted to, and 
approved by, the Commissioners of the said Park. 

Gaflery tobe Sbo. 8. The muscum and gallery contemplated in the firsfsec- 
thfpubuc. tion of this act^ when so established, shall be accessible to the 
public under proper regulations, to be adopted by the said so- 
ciety, approved by the said Commissioners, and not inconsistent 
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with the proper administration and management of the said 
UPark. 

Sec. 4. The evidence of setting apart and appropriation of the Evidence of 

, , _. appropria- 

said arsenal building and grounds within the said Park, to the *^*>^' 
said New York Historical Society, for the purpose aforesaid, 
shall be a resolution to that effect, adopted by the Boai'd of 
said Commissioners, duly acknowledged by its President, and 
recorded in tlie office of the Begister of the City and County of 
New York. 

Seo. 6. If the said New York Historical Society shall so estab- Buildings to 

revert to the 

lish their said museum of antiquities and science, and gallery Gmtan Park 
of art, then, so long as they shall continue there to maintain 
the same, they shall occupy and enjoy the said building and 
grounds thus set apart and appropriated to them for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, free from any rent, assessment or charge what- 
ever therefor, and if the said society shall at any time hereafter, 
for any cause, discontinue their said museum of antiquities and 
science, and gallery of art, in the said arsenal building, or on 
the said grounds, then the said arsenal building, and any build- 
ing whatever erected under the provisions of this act, and the 
said grounds before set apart and appropriated, shall revert to 
the said Central Park for the general purposes thereof; but 
the said society shall in such case be permitted to remove there- 
from the said museum of antiquities and science, and gallery of 
art, and all its other property. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature may at any time alter, repeal, or 
amend this act. 

Sbo. 7. This act shall take effect immediately. - 
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Prom Chap. 227, Laws State of New York, passed A.pril 24, 1863 

(City Tax Levy). 

Sso. 4. In case the Board of Commissioners of the Central 
Park in the City of New York shall at any time require money 
for Immediate nse before said Board can realize the proceeds of 
such portion of the public fund or stock authorized by chapter 
eighty-five, of the Laws of eighteen hundred and sixty, as shall 
then remain unissued, the said Board may obtain advances of 
money on the faith of said stock in anticipation of the issue 
thereof at not exceeding six per cent, interest, and to an amount 
not greater than fifty per centum of the amount of the said stock 
then unissued, at its par value. 

The Comptroller of the City of New York shall issue the por- 
tion of said fund or stock remaining unissued at not less than its 
par value, at such times and in such amounts as shall be required 
by said Board, and sliall deposit the moneys raised thereon in 
the manner specified in section three of said chapter, and the 
person or corporation making such advances shall be entitled to 
be re-imbursed by said Board out of such moneys, the amount of 
said advances. 



i 
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Chap. 275. 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "An act to alter the Map or 
Plan of the City of New York," passed April fifteen, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-nine. ^ 

Passed April 21, 1864 ; three-fifths bemg present. 

The Pecyple of the State of Nenjo Yorh^ represented in Senate 
and Assemhly^ do enact as follows : 

Section 1. The second section of the act entitled an "Act to Amending 

act of 1859 

alter the Map or Plan of the City of New York," passed April ^^4^^^. 
fifteen, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, is hereby amended so as ^^^^ 
to read as follows : 

§ 2. The said part of the said avenue, hereby enlarged to width of 
the width of one hundred and fifty feet, is hereby declared to be a^®°°«- 
one of the streets or avenues of the City of New York, in like 
manner and with the like effect as if the same had been so laid 
out by the Commissioners appointed in and by the act entitled 
"An act relative to the improvements touching the laying out 
streets and roads in the City of New York, passed April third, 
eighteen hundred and seven, and the said part of the said avenue, 
in its enlarged width, shall be widened, opened (except where 
already opened), laid out, gi*aded, regulated, sewered, paved, and 
improved by and under the direction of the Commissioners of the 
Central Park ; and all acts and parts of acts now in force, in Acts relative 
relation to the widening, opening, laying out, grading, regulat- Jng. 
ing, sewering, paving, and improving streets and avenues in the 
said city, shall apply to the said part of the said avenue in its 
enlarged width, except that the Commissioners of the Central 
Park are hereby authorized for and in the name of the Mayor, 
4 
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Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, and of 
the several departments thereof, to perform the work to be done 
dSS^of"^** tinder the provisions of this act; and the said Commissioners 
Sr^"'*^*^^"' shall possess all the powers and perform all the duties in relation 
to widening, opening, laying out, grading, regulating, sewering, 
paving and improving the said part of the said avenue in its en- 
larged width, and each and every part of the said work, vrhich 
the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Conmionalty of the City of New 
York, and the several departments thereof, now possess and per- 
form in relation to similar work in, to, and upon the other streets 
commiasion- ^j^^ avcuues iu the said city. The said Commissioners of the 

era to apply •' 

to^prcme Central Park are hereby authorized and directed to apply, by 
petition, to the Supreme Court, at any Special Term thereof, held 
in the First Judicial District for the appointment of Commis- 
sioners for the opening of the said Seventh avenue, from the 
southerly side of One Hundred and Thirty-third street, to the 
Harlem river, and for the widening of the said avenue, as pro- 
vided in and by this act ; and it shall be the duty of the Corpora- 
tion Counsel to perform and discharge all the legal services 
required in the proceedings to carry out the provisions of this act, 
without any additional compensation beyond the salary and 

Affieasmcnts, allowancc uow providcd by law ; and all assessments, awards, 
and expenses, for or on account of the said work, or any part 
thereof, shall be ascertained, assessed, laid, imposed, collected, 
and paid, in the manner, and by and to the parties and officers 
now provided or designated by law ; and the said part of the said 

ere'S^-'^' ^^®^^®j i^ i^ enlarged width, shall henceforth be imder the care, 

S^t^t'aiS management, and control of the Commissioners of the Central 
Park, in the same manner and to the same extent that the Central 
Park is or may hereafter be under their care, management, and 
control. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 



mansLgey &,c. 
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Chap. 319. 

AN ACT in relation to Manhattan square in the City of New 

York, 

Passed April 23, 1864 ; three-fifths being present 

T?ie People of the State of New York^ represented m Senate 
and Assembly,, do enact a^s follows : 

Section 1. That piece or parcel of land in tte City of New Manhattan 
York, known as Manhattan square, bounded on the north by nexedto 
Eighty-first street, on the east by the Eighth avenue, on the south 
by Seventy-seventh street, and on the west by Ninth avenue, is 
hereby annexed to the Central Park, and shall be under the care, 
management and control of the Commissioners of the said Cen- 
tral Park, as fully and completely as the other part of the said 
Central Park is now, or may hereafter be under their care, man- 
agement and control ; and it shall be the duty of the said Com- 
missioners to inclose, lay out, grade, regulate, drain, and improve 
the said piece of ground hereby annexed to the said Central 
Park, and to connect the same with the said Central Park, in 
such way or ways as shall not interfere with the full, free and Eighth ave- 

•^ nue to be 

uninterrupted use of the Eighth avenue as a public street ; and *^* ®p®°- 
the said Commissioners shall have power to establish and main- 
tain on the said piece of ground, or any other part of the Central 
Park, a Botanical and Zoological Garden, provided, however. Botanical 
that the said Commissioners shall not fix or establish, or in any. <»igaj^en. 
manner change or alter the grade of the streets surrounding the 
said piece of ground known as Manhattan square, as now fixed 
and established by law. 

Sec. 2. This act sliall take effect immediatelv. 
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From Chapter 405, Laws State of New York, passed April 25, 

1864 (City Tax Levy). 

Appropra- To the Comraissioiiers for laying out that portion of the City 

Tion for lay- 

wth'of*^'^ of New York lying north of One Hundred and Fifty-fifth street, 
under chapter two hundred and one. Laws of eighteen hundred 
and sixty, nine thousand six hundred dollars, to be disbursed 
only by unanimous approval of said Commissioners and for lia- 
bilities already incurred, said work being hereby suspended. 



Ijoth street 
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Chap. 26. 

AN ACT for th^mproveraent, nriiintdnfliTiflO, reojulation,*ftafiL 
^iirBi'nmwTfc nT tnl^yCJ^aXiaJLEarit, in the City or New York, 
and to provide admNonal means therefor. 

Passed February 10, 1865 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of New Yorlc^ represented in Senate 
and AsseiMy^ do enact as follows : 

Section 1. The Major, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the city of New 

York to 

City of New York, are hereby authorized and directed hereafter create a cer- 

•^ ' "^ tain public 

to create and issue at such time, and in such amoi^ts^s sh«ill J^"^^: ,j 

be deemed, by the Board of Commissioner of the ^IpTifraJ Farkj ' ^'" ' ^''" -'^ 

requisite to caiTy out the objects of this act, a public fund or 

stock to the aggregate amount authonzeji Jby this act. The said Name of 

stock shall be denominated " The wefet?4l Parl^ Improvement 

Fund," and tlie aggregate amount hereby authorized to be issued, 

is expressly limited to a sum of which the annual interest, at the 

rate of interest at which said stock is issued, is one hundred Ajnoimt 

limite^l. 

^ liQuoftnd dollars. All the provisions of the act entitled "An act 
to regulate the finances of the City of New York," passed June 
eighth, eighteen hundred and twelve, so far as the same may be 
applicable, shall apply to the stock or fund thus created. Such 
stock or.fixud shall be redeemable in thirty vears from the issue when . 

' Sec.^2.' r or the payment or the'inte/'est'oli f{i6 sa'jil' stock Board of sa- 
or fund, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of levj-taxto 

•^ ' ^ *! *J pay interest. 

New York shall order and cause to be raised by tax, on the 
estates, real and personal, subject to taxation, according to law. 



40 

witliin said City and Connty, and to be collected in addition to 
the ordinary taxes yearly and every year, until the wJiole ^ 
amount of Buch fund or stock be paid, a aom of money sufficient 
to pay the interest annually accruing on said fund or stock, at a 
rate not exceeding seven per cent, per annum, not exceeding the 
aforesaid limitation of one hundred thousand dollars. 

ciiyComp- Sec. 3. The moneys raised upon the fund or stock, hereby 
^^^gj°^'^ autliorized, shall be deposited by the Comptroller of the City of 
' S™tbS™' New York, as fast as the same shall be realized by the eaid 
rBTt. Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty, to the credit of the said 

Board of Commissioners, with such bank or trust company as 
shall be designated by said Board ; such moneys shall be nsed 
and appropriated hy said Board for the construction, Jmpreve- 
■''iiliMkni 01 liia-i'inj f Mut***' hw\, and for the j/ur- 



menfand i-cgiili/kin'of llto'iid '^imtrrtl V»r\\ j\\v\ fir tTif "pli'r 
pose contemplated in this act, and shall be drawn from said bank 
or company by a warrant signed by at least a majority of said 
Commissioners after the same shall have been authorized by the 
said Board, at a meeting thereof duly convened. 

Sec. 4. In case the said Board diall at any time require 
money for immediate use, Or before said Board can realize the 
■"oneys authorized by law to be raised for the laying out, con- 
ruction, government, maintenance, or improvement of said 
urk the said Board may obtain advances of money on the 
ith of said stock in anticipation of the issue thereof or ether- 
ise, at not exceeding seven per cent' interest, and to an amount 
it greater tlian fifty per cent, of the moneys then authorized 
■ law to be raised, and the person or corporation making such 
Iranees shall be entitled to be reimbursed by said Board, out 
such moneys, the amount of such advances. • 

Seo. 5. All gifts, devises, or bequests made to the said Mayor, 
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Aldermen, and Commonalty, or to said Board, for the pnr- Gifts, den- 

B68f alC.| I/O 

S pose of improving or ornamenting said Park, or for the estab- JythecSS^ 
lishment within its limits of museums of natural history, zoo- S^^Si° 

Park, &c. 

logical and botanical gardens or observatories, and all interest, 
income, and increase thereof, shall be under the exclusive 
control and management of, and except such surplus animals and 
duplicate specimens as said Board may deem it best for the in- 
terest of said garden to dispose of by sale or otherwise, shall be 
forever properly protected, preserved and arranged by said Board 
for public use and enjoyment, subject to such rules and regula- 
tions as said Board may prescribe, and in lieu of the statement 
heretofore required to be made, respecting sach gifts, devises and 
bequests, the said Board shall, hereafter, with its annual report, 
make a statement of the condition of all the gifts, devises and 
bequests of the previous year, and of the names of the persons 
making the same. 

Sec. 6. Admission to said zoological or botanical gardens Board to de- 

i-ii,.!/. "I 11. 1 I* 1 termine con- 

snall be either free to the public or upon tha payment of such dition of 

•*• '- ^ ** admission to 

sum as may be prescribed by said Board ; and all income from «°^^°^ 
said gardens, and from the sale of the surplus animals thereof , 
shall be applied to the expenses of the maintenance, government 
and support thereof, or of said Park. Said Board may agree 
for the management and maintenance of said gardens with any 
society heretofore . incorporated by the Legislature of the State 
for that purpose ; but the above mentioned gardens shall always 
be under the control of said Board. 

Seo. 7. No military encampment, parade, drill, revil|Plor Military en- 
other military evolution or exercise, shall be held or performed &c., in cen- 

•^ ^ ^ tralPark. 

on said Park, or any part thereof, except with the previous con- 
sent of the said Board ; nor shall any military company, regi- 
ment, or other military body, enter or move in military order 
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witliin the said Park. Ko militaiy ofEcer shall have authority 
to order, direct, or hold anj such parade, drill, review, or other ^ 
evolatioDfi or exercise, or ercanipmeDt within s^d Park, except 
in case of riot, insorrection, rehellion or war. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 564 . 

AN ACT for the Improvement of part of tlie City of New York, 
between One Hundred and Tenth street and the Harlem 
river. 

Passed April 24, 1865 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of New Yorh^ represented in Senate 
and Assembly^ do enact a^a follows : 

Section 1. All that part of Sixth avenue, in the City of New widening of 
Tork, lying between the southerly side of One Hundred and "°®* 
Tenth street and the Harlem river, shall be widened on the map 
or plan of said city, by adding thereto on each side thereof 
twenty-five feet of land, so as to make the whole width of that 
part of the said avenue one hundred and fifty feet. 

Sec. 2. The said part of the said avenue so widened is hereby Partwidened 

to be one of 

declared to be one of the streets or avenues of the City of New the streets of 

•^ city. 

York, in like manner, and with like effect, as if the same had 
been so laid out by the Commissioners appointed in and by an 
act entitled "An act relative to improvements touching the lay- 
ing out of streets and roads in the City of New York, and for 
other purposes," passed April third, eighteen hundred and seven, 
and all acts and parts of acts now in force in relation to the 
widening, opening, laying out, grading, regulating, sewering, 
paving, and improving streets and avenues in the said city shall 
apply to the said part of said avenue in its enlarged width except 
as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 3. The Commissioners of the Central Park are hereby Duty of 

Commission- 
authorized and directed, in behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Sipm^" 

Commonalty of the City of New York, and for public use, to 



AjBBessment. 
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apply by petition to the Supreme Court, at any Special Term 
thereof held in the first judicial district, for the appointment of^ 
Commission- Commissioncrs of Estimate and Assessment for the opening of 

ere of Estl- *■ ^ 

mate and gg^j^j gjxth avcuue, as hereby widened, or so much thereof as has 
not already been opened, from the southerly side of One Hun- 
dred and Tenth street to the Harlem river, and for the opening 
of any or all of the streets not already opened which are laid out 
on the map or plan of the said city, between One Hundred and 



Tenth street and the Sixth and Seventh avenues and the Harlem 
river; and all the laws now in force relative to the opening of 
streets in the City of New York, not inconsistent with this act 
shall be applicable to proceedings had relative to the opening of 
said avenue and streets ; and it shall be the duty of the Counsel 
to the Corporation of the City of New York to perform all the 
legal services required of him in the proceedings authorized by 
this act without any additional compensation beyond the salary 
and allowance now provided by law. The assessment for said 
improvement shall, upon confirmation of the report of the Com- 
missioners of Estimate, become a lien upon the lauds assessed, 
and such assessment may be collected and be enforced in the 
manner now provided by law relative to assessments for opening 
streets in said city. 

Seo. 4. The said Sixth avenue, and the streets laid out on the 
map or plan of the City of New York, between the southerly 
side of One Hundred and Tenth street and the Sixth and 
Seventh avenues and the Harlem river, shall be wholly under 
the care, management, and control of the Commissioners of the 
Central Park, for the purpose of fixing the grades of the said 
avenue and streets, and of regxilating and grading, and other- 
wise improving the same, in such manner as they may deem the 
public interest may require ; and for that purpose the said Com- 
missioners as to said avenue and said streets, and the use thereof 



Whoi 
mentsto be 
a lien upon 
lands 
assessed. 



Certain 
Btzeets to be 
mider con- 
trol of Com- 
missionera of 
the Central 
Park. 
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shall have, posssess and enjoy all the powers now or heretofore 
jfeossessed, enjoyed, or exercised by such Commissioners in respect 
to the Central Park in said city, and by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commonalty of the City of New York and the several de- 
partments of said city, in relation to the streets, avenues, and 
similar improvements thereof in other parts of the said city; 
and the expense of such improvements shall be assessed upon 
the owners and occupants of all the lands and premises benefit, 
ed thereby, and shall become a lien upon such lands, and be 
enforced in like manner as now provided by law in jo^lation to 
assessments for regulating and grading, and otherwise improv- 
ing streets in the Gity of New York. The moneys collected Assessment 

. moneys, 

upon such assessments shall, as collected, be deposited by the J^^.^ 
Comptroller of the City of New York to the credit of the Com- J^^''^^'^ 
missioners of the Central Park, with such bank or trust company 
as shall be designated by said Commissioners, and such inoneys 
shall be applied by said Commissioners in payment for the work 
authorized by this section. In case the said Commissioners commi&. 

* ^ sioners may 

shall, durins: the progress of the work hereby authorized, require obtain ad- 

^ d r o J 7 n vanoes, &c. 

money therefor before the same can be collected by the assess- 
ments hereby authorized, the said Commissioners may obtain 
advances of money on the faith of the moneys to be collected 
upon such assessments, at an interest not exceeding seven per 
cent, per annum, and to an amount not exceeding at any one 
time the sum of ten thousand dollars ; and the person or cor- 
poration making such advance shall be entitled to be reimbursed 
by said Commissioners out of such moneys the amount of such 
advances. 

Seo. 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 581. 

AN" ACT in relation to the Croton Aqueduct in the City of 
New York, and certain streets in the said city. 

Passed April 27, 1865 ; three-fifths being present 

The People of the State of New YorJc, represented iii Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Croton Section 1. That part of the Croton Aqueduct in the City of 

Department N'cw York south of Ninctv-sccond street and west of the Eisrhth 



to make cer- 
tain excava- 
tion's aque- 
duct, &c. 



avenue is hereby discontinued ; and the Croton Aqueduct De- 
partment is hereby authorized and directed, in their discretion, 
to make the necessary excavation, and construct a branch aque- 
duct, and also sewers and drains, or to lay iron pipes from the 
present line of the Croton Aqueduct, at some point between the 
westerly line of the Eighth avenue and the new reservoir in the 
Central Park, to the old reservoir in the said park, through the 
Eighth avenue and the Central Park, but such part of the same 
as may be in the Central Park shall be on such line and on such 
conditions as the Commissioner of the said park shall approve. 
And also, if necessary, to construct a gate-house in the said park 
pS^ after the Commissioners of the Central Park shall have approved 
of the plan and location of the said gate-house ; and the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, by their 
Comptroller, are hereby authorized and directed to i-aise by loan 

Amount city . 

to rai^ to '^ ®^^^ ^^™ ^^ money, not exceeding two hundred and fifty thousand 
peSelJy doUars, as the Croton Aqueduct Department shall certify to be 

creation of 

stock. necessary to meet and defray the expense of the work authorized 

by this section, by the creation of a public fund or stock to be called 
" The New Aqueduct Stock of the City of New Y^ork," which 



Gatehouse in 
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stock shall bear an interest not exceeding seven per cent, per interest and 

redemption 

l^innuni, and be redeemable at a fixed period within twenty years ; ®* «*^^- 
and the lots, pieces, and parcels of ground now forming the line 
of the Croton Aqueduct south of Ninety-second street and west 
of the Eighth avenue, are hereby specifically pledged for the re- 
demption of the said stock. The Commissioners of the Sinking certain land 

^ . to be sold by 

Fund of the said city shall, at such time as they may deem best, commi8- 

J ^ %i *j J sioners of 

sell all of the land taken for that part of the Croton Aqueduct ^jf* 
discontinued in pursuance of the provisions of this act, at public 
auction, upon a notice of at least thirty days, to be advertised in 
four of the daily newspapers published in said city; and the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York 
shall convey the land so sold to the purchasers thereof, upon the 
paj^ment by them of the purchase-money into the treasury of the 
City of New York, as part of its sinking fund. The Croton Aque- 
duct Department may, however, retain any part of the present 
aqueduct above Ninetieth street, and connect the same through 
Ninetieth or Ninety-first street at the Eighth avenue, with the 
conduit for which provision is above made. 

Sec. 2. The grade of the Eighth avenue, between Fifty-ninth Grade of 
and Ninety-third streets, is hereby established as follows : Com- nue. 
mencing at an elevation seventy-four feet six inches above the 
high- water line at the point where the centre line of Fifty-ninth 
street intersects the centre line of the Eighth avenue, and con- 
tinuing thence in a straight line at such a rate of ascent- as to 
intersect a continuation of the centre line of Sixty-second street 
at an elevation eighty-one feet six inches above the high-water 
line, and thence on a level line (except such inclinations between 
the streets not exceeding eight inches to one hundred feet as may 
be * necessary for drainage), intersecting a continuation of the 
centre line of Sixty-sixth street at an elevation eighty-one feet 
six inches "above the high- water line; and thence on a straight 
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line at snch a rate of ascent as to intersect a continuation of the 
centre Kne of Sixty-ninth street at an elevation ninety feet abore J 
the high- water line ; and thence on a level line (except sucli in- 
clinations between the streets not exceeding eight inches to one 
hundred feet as may be necessary for drainage), intersecting a 
continuation of the centre line of Seventy-second street at an 
elevation ninety feet above the high-water line ; and thence on a 
straight line at such a rate of descent as to intersect a continua- 
tion of the centre line of Seventy-seventh street at an elevation 
seventy-five feet six inches above the high- water line ; and thence 
in such manner as the Commissioners of the Central Park mav 
prescribe so as to intersect a continuation of the centre line of 
Eighty-first street at an elevation eighty-six feet nine inches above 
the high-water line ; and thence in a straight line at such a rate 
of ascent as to intersect a continuation of the centre Ime of 
Eighty-fourth street, at an elevation of one hundred and six feet 
above the high-water line ; and thence in a straight line at Buch 
a rate of ascent as to intersect a continuation of the centre line 
of Eighty-fifth street at an elevation one hundred and eight feet 
above the high-water line ; and thence on a level line (except 
such inclinations between the streets not exceeding eight inches 
to one hundred feet as may be necessary for drainage) intersect- 
ing a continuation of the centre line of Eighty-seventh street at 
an elevation of one himdred and eight feet above the high-water 
line ; and thence on a straight line at such a rate of ascent as to 
intersect a continuation of the centre line of Ninety-second street, 
at an elevation of one hundred and seventeen feet above the high- 
water line ; and thence on a straight line at such a rate of de- 
scent as to intersect a continuation of the centre line of Ninety- 
third street at an elevation one hundred and eight feet above the 
high-water line, provided, however, that the Commissioners of the 
Central Park shall, within three months after the passage of this 
act, approve of the grade hereby authorized. The said Commis- 



49 

sioners may, however, approve of such part of the grade hereby Approval of 
authorized as is between any two points at which the said grade monereaf 
^nd the present grade intersect, and reject the grade between any Parkneoea- 
or all of the other intersecting points, or the said Commissioners 
may, with the consent of the owners of a majority of the lineal 
feet of the front of the lots on the westerly side of the Eighth 
avenue, between any two points at which the grade hereby 
authorized and the present grade intersect, prescribe, and estab- 
lish any other grade between such intersecting points ; and when 
the grade of the said avenue is jBnally established in pursuance 
of the provision of this act, it shall be the duty of the Commis- 
sioners of the Central Park to prepare and certify a map or pro- Map of 
file of the grades so established, and file the same in the office of where to be 

filed. 

the Street Commissioner of the City of New York, and the grade 
of the said avenue shall be thenceforth established and held to be 
as shown in and by the said map or profile, and any and all 
grades previously established for that part of the said avenue are 
hereby discontinued and abrogated, and the grade established in 
pursuance of this act shall not thenceforth be changed or altered. 
It shall be the duty of the Street Commissioner, as soon as the Duty of 

ft r» » ■% * /\* n 1 street Cowr 

said map or profile is filed m his office, to proceed forthwith to nuaaoner. 
regulate the said avenue in conformity with the grade established 
in pursuance of the provisions of this act. The expense of grad- 
ing and regulating the said avenue as herein provided, to be 
assessed, collected, and paid in the manner now provide^ by law. 



Sec. 3. Whenever in the opinion of the Commissioners of the in what case 

Park Coin- 
Central Park it shall be necessary for the proper drainage of the ^^^,j 

Park, or of any street or avenue bounding the said Park, or under SSSITor^ 

the charge of the said Commissioners, to open any street in the dermen, &c., 

° ... in relation to 

said city, and whenever in their opinion it shall be necessary to "^^^^ 
grade or regulate any street bounding the said Park, or under 
the charge of the said Commissioners, they may notify the Mayor, 
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Aldermen, and Commonalty of said city that it is necessary to 
open, regulate, or grade such street ; and the said Mayor, Alder-^ 
men, and Commonalty shall, within thirty days thereafter, com- 
mence the proceedings prescribed by law to open, grade, or regu- 
late such street, and shall continue and complete such proceed- 
ings without delay, suspension, or discontinuance ; and if said 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty shall fail to take, continue, 
and complete such proceedings as herein required, the said Com- 
missioners shall thereupon become vested with and possess all 
the powers in the matter possessed by the said the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Commonalty of the City of New York, and may com- 
mence, continue, and complete such proceedings for in the name 
of the said the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City 
of New York. Provided^ however^ that all necessary legal pro- 
ceedings shall be conducted by the Corporation Counsel without 
any extra charge or compensation. 

Seo. 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 



iii 
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Chap. 565. 



AN ACT to provide for the laying out and improving of certain 
portions of the City and County of New York. 

Passed April 24, 1865 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of N'ew YorJCj represented in Senate 
and AsseTnih/y do enact as follows : 

Section 1. The Commissioners of the Central Park shall have central Park 

J - , - TIT* Commiasion- 

and possess exclusive power to lay out streets, roads, . public era to have 
squares and places, within that part of the City of New York 5^^^^^^ 
to the northward of the southerly line of One Hundred and ^^^'^ ^' 
Fifty-fifth street, of such width, extent and direction, and upon 
such grades, as to them shall seem most conducive to public 
good ; and it shall be the duty of the said Commissioners, as 
soon after the passage of this act as may be, tolaj^ijut-a^road 
or public drive, running from the northerly portion of the Sixth 
or Seventh avenue in a generally northerly or northwesterly 
direction, upon the easterly or Harlem river side of the city, 
as' far north as the said Commissioners may determine, thence 
in a general westerly direction to or near the Hudson river, 
and thence in a general southerly and southeasterly direction 
along the westerly or Hudson river side of the city, until such 
road or public drive shall enter the Central Park at or near the 
junction of the Bloomingdale road. Eighth avenue and Fifty- 
ninth street ; such road to follow the course of the Blooming- 
dale road below One Hundred and Sixth street whenever the 
Commissioners shall deem such course advantageous. The said 
Commissioners shall determine the location, width, courses, 
I winding and grades of said road or public drive, and may widen 



,the Bloomingdale road and determine the grades thereof, and of I 
intersecting Btreete and avenues, ae the; may deem it necessary, ^ | 
for the perfecting of sach road or public drive. i 

, I 
Sec. 2. It shall and m^ be lawful for the said CommiBsioners 
of the Central Park, and for all persons acting under their 
authority, to enter in the day time into and upon any lauds, 
tenements and hereditaments which they shall deem necessary ' 
to be surveyed, used, or oonverted for the laying out, opening, 
and forming of any such streets, or roads, or pubho squares or 

. places, aud the said Commissioners shall cause three similar 
maps or surveys of the streete, or roads, or public squares or 
places, so to be laid out by them as aforesaid, and of the sh<a-es 
bounding the lands by them surveyed, to be made, showing the 
width, location, course, winding, and grades of such streets, and 
roads, and public squares and places, accompanied with such 
Held notes and explanatory remarks as the nature of the subject 
may require, which maps, plans, or Bvveys, together with such 

I notes and remarks, ah^l be certified to by said Board of Ck>in- 
missioners of the Central Fai^, or by one of the officers of said 
board designated by sud board for that purpose, before any 
person authorized by law to take acknowledgments of deeda and 
conveyances, and be filed, <»ie in the office of the Secretarj^f 
State, to remaiD of record, one in the office of the Eegieter of 
the City and County of New York, aad the other of said maps 
in the office of die said CommissioneiB of the Central Park. 
The said GommissionerB shall not be required to complete 1;he | 
laying out of all of the streets and roads, public squares and i 
places, to be laid out pursuant to this act, before filing maps ajid ' 
pluis for any porti(ui thereof, but whenever they shall deem the 
public interest so requires, they may file in the offices herein- 
before designated, maps, plans, ot surveys certified to, as herein- ■ | 
before provided, of sntdi streets, roads, public squares, and plaoes 
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as they may then have laid out, or any one of such streets or 
^ipads, public squares or places; and all the provisions of this 
act shall be applicable to the streets and roads, public squares 
^nd places exhibited upon the maps, plans, or surveys so filed ; 
but such streets and roads, public squares and places shall be 
again exhibited upon the maps, plans, or surveys filed upon the 
completion of the whole work. The said Commissioners shall Monumente. 
erect suitable and durable monuments wherever they shall deem 
it necessary, the location thereof to be noted upon the maps, 
plans, or surveys filed by them. 

Sec. 3. The maps, plans, and surveys of the said Commission- Effect of 

maps when 

ers of the Central Park, made and certified to as hereinbefore certified to. 
provided, shall be final and conclusive as to the location, width, 
and grades of the streets and roads, public squares and places 
exhibited on such maps, plans, and surveys, as well in respect to 
the M^yor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New 
York as in respect to the owners and occupants of lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments within the boundmies aforesaid, or af- 
fected by said streets, roads, public squares, and places, and in 
respect to all other persons whomsoever. 

Sbo. 4. The Commissioners of the Central Park, for and in proceedings 
behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of titi^ 
New York, are authorised to acquire title for the ufie of the pub- 
lic to all or any of the lands required for the streets and roads, 
and public squares and places so laid out by them, or any portion 
of said streets, roads, public squares, and places, wherever they 
shall deem it for the public interest so to do, iia;id such Com- 
missioners may for that purpose make application to the Supreme 
Court, in the First Judicial District, for iixe appointment of Com- 
missioners of Estimate and Assessment, specifying in such appli- 
|Cation the lands required for that purpose, and the proceedings to 
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acquire title to such lands ehall be had pursuaut to such acts its 
shall then be in force relative to tlie 0}>ening of streets, roads, andf 
public squares and places in the City of New Tork, -which said acts, 
80 far ae the same are not inconslBteut with the provisions of this 
act, are hereby made applicable to the streets, roads, pnblic 
squares, and places so laid, or to be laid out by said Commission- 
ers of the Central Park, in the same manner, and to tlie same 
extent, as if the said streets, roads, squares, and places bad been 
originally laid down as and for public streets, roads, squares, 
and places by the Commissioners appointment* in and by the 
act entitled "An act relative to improvements touching the 
laying out of streets and roads in the City of New York, and 
iarion- for other pui-poses," passed April 3, 1807, except that the said 
111 Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, who may be appoint- 
ed as herein provided, may assess for such opening all such par- 
ties and persons, lands and tenements as they may deem to be 1 
benefited by such improvement, to the extent which said Com- | 
miasionera deem such parties, persons, lands and tenements bene- 
fited thereby, provided, that as to streets or roads more than one I 
mile in length, not more than one-half of the amount awarded I 
for damages and of the expenses attending such opening, shall 
be so assessed, the amount of such damages and expenses not so 
assessed being hereby made a charge upon the County of New 
j^j York, to be paid as hereinafter provided. The moneys collected i 
tobe Upon the assessments of the Commissioners of Estimate and As- , 
sessment shall be paid into the county treasury. i 

Com- Sec. 5. The said Commissioners of Estimate and AsaesBinen! 
,y allow compensation for any building or buildings upon the 
d land which may have been built, placed or erected thereon 
er the time of the filing of the original map or plan of said 
y, but no compensation shall be allowed for any building or 
* So in tbe oiiginkL , 
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buildings which at any time subsequent to the filing of the maps, 
, i^lans or surveys mentioned in the second section of this act may 
be built, erected or placed in part or in whole upon any street, 
road, public square or place exhibited upon such map, plans or 
surveys. 

Sec 6. The damages awarded by Commissioners of Estimate when dam- 

*' ages to be 

and Assessment appointed pursuant to the provisions of this act, ^"*- 
shall become due and payable immediately upon the confirma- 
tion of the report of said Commissioners of Estimate and Assess- • 
ment. 

Sec. 7. For the payment of the damages awarded by the Com- comptrouer 

^ ^ ^ to create a 

missioners of Estimate and Assessment in any proceeding insti- p'i*>ii« 8^^^. 
tuted by virtue hereof, and of the expenses, charges and disburse- 
ments in the premises, the Comptroller of the City of New York 
is hereby authorized and directed to create and cause to be issued 
in the name and in behalf of the County of New York a public 
fund or stock, payable not more than forty years from the "date stock, when 

Davable* and 

of issue thereof, which funds or stock shall be a charge upon the who to direct 

*^ ^ time and 

said county, and shall be issued at such time or times, and in J^^^** *** 
such manner, of such description, and in such amounts as may 
be directed by resolution of the Commissioners of the Central 
Park. The moneys collected upon the assessment laid by the 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, shall be applied toward the payment of said fund or stock, 
or to the payment of said awards and expenses, if received before 
the issue of such fund or stock. The Board of Supervisors of Tax to be 
the City and County of New York shall annually order and cause supervi^rs. 
to be raised on the estates, real and personal, subject to taxation, 
within said county, until the whole amount of said fund or stock 
be paid, a sum of money sufficient to pay the interest upon such 
fund or stock, and in the year before the maturity of such stock, 
I the said Supervisors shall order and cause to be raised, in like 
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manner, such amount as may be necessary, in addition to the 
assessments which may have been collected, as hereinbefore pro^ 
vided, to pay the principal amount of such fund or stock. 



When Com- 
miaHioners of 
Park may 
proceed to 
improve, 
&c., streets, 
squares, &c. 
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Sec. 8. Upon the confirmation of the report of Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, appointed pursuant to this act, as to 
the streets, roads, public squares and places, so laid out by said 
Commissioners of the Central Park, as hereinbefore provided, or 
as to any portion thereof, or whenever thereafter the Commis- 
sioners of the Central Park shall deem it the public interest so 
to do, it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners of the Central 
Park, from time to time, to cause such of said streets, roads, 
squares or places, as they may designate for that purpose to be 
regulated, graded, and improved as streets, or as country roads, 
or in such manner as the said Commissioners may deem for the 
public interest and may direct, and for that purpose, and in and 
about such regulating, grading, and improvements, the Commis- 
sioners of the Central Park shall have, possess, and enjoy all the 
powers now or hei*etofore possessed, enjoyed or exercised by the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York as 
to other streets and roads, and by such Commissioners in respect 
to the Central Park in said city, and such amount or portion of 
the expense of such regulating, grading, and improvements as 
the said Commissioners may deem equitable and may determine, 
not exceeding, as to streets or roads, more than one mile in 
length. One-half of such expense shall and may be assessed 
upon the owners or occupants of the lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments and premises benefited thereby in respect of such lands 
tenements, hereditaments, and premises. Such assessments shall 
be made by the same persons, and shall be and become a lien 
upon such lands, tenements, and hereditaments and premises, in 
the same manner as may then be by law provided in respect of 
assessments made in said city, for the expense of regulating and 
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grading streets in said city, and all laws relative to the laying 
^^nd enforcing of such assessments, and not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act, are hereby made applicable to the assess- 
ments hereby authorized, provided, however, that the assessore, 
in making such assessment, may assess for such improvements all 
such parties and persons, lands and tenements as they may deem 
to be benefited by such improvement, and in such amounts as 
they may deem such parties and persons, lands and tenements 
are benefited thereby, and provided that the amounts collected 

* _ 

upon such assesments shall be paid into the County Treasury. 

Se(!j. 9. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of sec- comptrouer 
tion eight of this act, the Comptroller of the City of New York pubuc stock. 
is hereby authorized and directed, whenever the Commissioners 
of the Central Park shall by resolution so order, to create and 
cause to be issued, from time to time, in the name and in behalf 
of the County of New York, a public fund or stock, payable not when 
more than fifty years from the date of issue thereof, which shall 
be a charge upon said county, and shall be issued in such 
amounts, in such manner and at such times, as may be directed 
by resolution of the Commissioners of the Central Park. The Appucation 

of moneys to 

moneys collected upon the assessments authorized by this act to ^ oouected 

t/ X v on aaseas- 



on assesa- 
mentB. 



be levied toward the payment of the expenses incurred in regu- 
lating, grading, and improving such streets, roads, public squares, 
and places, shall be pledged and applied towards the payment 
of said fund or stock; and the Supervisors of the City and Tax to pay 

intepeet on 

County of New York shall annually order and cause to be raised stock and 

^ •* principal. 

on the estates, real and personal, subject to taxation within said 
county until the whole amount of such fund or stock be paid, a 
sum of money sufficient to pay the interest upon such fund or 
stock ; and in the year before the maturity of such stock the 
said supervisors shall order and cause to be raised in like man- 
ner such amount as may be necessary, in addition to the assess- 



ment8 collected, as hereinbefore provided, to pay the principal 
amount of Buch fund or etock. f 

SEa 10. The moneys raised npon this fund, a Btock authorized 
by section nine of this act, shall be deposited by the Comptroller 
of the City of Hew York, as the same shall be realized, to the 
credit of the Commisaioners of the Central Park, with such bank 
or trust company as shall be designated by said Commissioners, 
such moneys shall he used and appropriated by said Commis- 
sioners for the regulating, grading, and improving of the streets, ' 
roads, public squares, and places laid out by them pursuant to I 
the provisions of this act, and shall be drawn upon said bank or 
trust company by warrant or warrants, signed by at least a ma- 
jority of the said Commissioners, after the same shall have been 
authorized by a resolution adopted by the said Commissioners at 
a meeting thereof duly convened. . 

Sko. 11. In case and whenever the said Commissioners ehall 
require money for the purposes of regulating, grading, and im- i 
proving any of the said streets, roads, squares, and places, before 
they can realize the moneys hereby authorized to be raised for ' 
that purjKjse, the said Commissioners may obtain advance of 
money on the faith of said stock, in anticipation of the issue I 
thereof, or otherwise, at an interest not exceeding seven per 
cent, per annum, and to an amount not exceeding at any one 
time the sura of fifty thousand dollars ; and the person or corpo- I 
ration making such advances sliall be entitled to be reimbursed 

' aid Commiasionere, out of such moneys, the amount of anch 

Lnces. 

ic. 12.. Immediately upon the passage of this act the powers 
le Commissioners appointed by or pursuant to an act entitled 
act to appoint Commissioners for laying out that portion of 
City and County of New York lying north of One Hundred 
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and Fifty-fifth street, and to change the plan of streets and ave- 
^nues in that part of said city lying between One Hundred and 
Twenty-fifth and One Hundred and Forty-first streets, east of 
Tenth avenue and west of line ^f ty feet east of the old Kings- 
bridge road, and running parallel with said road," passed April 
seven, eighteen hundred and sixty, shall cease and determine ; 
and the said Commissioners appointed by said act, and the sur- 
veyors, engineers, and all other persons employed by said Com- certain maps 

^ to be 

missioner .shall forthwith deliver to the Commissioners of the Cen- deuvered to 

' Central 

tral Park all the records, maps, surveys, books, papers, and prop- c^mig. 
erty of the said commissioners, or in their possession, and all 
field notes, surveys, and memoranda thereof taken or made by 
authority or direction of said Commissioners, and from the time 
of the passage of this act, all the powers theretofore exercised by 
said Commissioners of Streets shall or may be exercised by 
the Commissioners of the Central Park. 

Sec. is. This act shall take effect immediately. 



SLonera. 



From Chapter 646, Laws State of Kew York, passed May 1, 

1865 (City Tax Levy). 

Section 7. The money heretofore authorized to be raised for Moneys 

raised for 

the use of the Commissioners appointed to lay out the City of ^g^^^^^h* ^^ 
New York north of One Hundred and Fifty-fifth street, and not ^^"^ "^"^ 
already expended, shall be transferred and appropriated to the 
use of the Board of Central Park Commissioners for the pay- paymentof 
ment of all just claims accrued for said work, to be audited by 
majority of the first named Commissioners and allowed by said 
Board of Central Park Commissioners, and any balance shall be Balance, 
applied toward the completion of said work of laying out the 
City of New York north of One Hundred and Fifty-fifth street, 
by said Central Park Board. 
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Chap. 367. 

AN ACT relative to the powers and duties of the Commissioners 

of the Central Park. 

Passed April 4» 1866 ; ibree*fiftihs bemg present. 

The People of the State of New Yorhj represented in Serhote 
and Assembly^ do enact a^foUowa : 

Section 1. So much of section nine of the act entitled "An 
act to appoint Commissioners for laying out that portion of the 
City and County of New York lying north of One Hundred and 
Fifty-fifth street, and to change the plan of streets and avenues 
in that part of said city lying between One Hundred and Twen- 
ty-fifth and One Hundred and Forty-first streets, east of the 
Tenth avenue and west of a line fifty feet east of the old Kings- 
bridge road, and running parallel with said road," passed April 
7, 1860, as requires the Commissioners therein named to lay out 
a new avenue of one hundred feet in width, to be called the new 
Ninth avenue, is hereby repealed, and it shall be the duty of 
the Commissioners of the Central Park immediately upon the 
passage of this act, to lay out and establish the grade of an 
avenue not exceeding one hundred feet in width, to be called 
the avenue St. Nicholas, which avenue shall commence at or 
near the intersection of the Sixth avenue and One Hundred 
and Tenth street, and run thence in the general direction of the 
Harlem lane till it intersects the Kingsbridge road, at or near 
One Hundred and Twenty-fourth street, between Eighth and 
Ninth avenues; thence northerly, as nearly midway between 
the Eighth and Ninth avenues as the said Commissioners may 
deem advantageous, to One Hundred and Thirty-fifth street; 
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thence northerly, in the general direction of the said Kingsbridge 
^ road, to a point on One Hundred and fifty-fifth street, about 
midway between Ninth and Tenth avenues. The said avenue 
shall embrace such portions of the Harlem lane and the old 
Kingsbridge road as the daid commissioner may deem it expe- 
dient to include therein, and may depart from the line of said 
Harlem lane and Kingsbridge road wherever the said Commis- 
sioners deem it expedient. The said Commissioners may also ^^****^ 
extend Manhattan street in a southerly direction to said avenue, 
and may widen said street to the width of one hundred feet, if 
they shall deem it expedient. The said Commissioners shall, 
whenever they may deem it necessary, fix and establish, or 
change the grade of any street or avenue, or any part of any 
street or avenue that intersects any street, road, or avenue 
required by law to be laid out, established, regulated, or im- 
proved by them or under their direction; and whenever .they whenmapg 

^ ^ of streets to 

have fixed, established, or changed, as required in this section, Remade. 
the grade of any street, or streets, or avenue, or part of any 
street or avenue, it shall be their duty to cause two maps or pro- 
files of such street, or streets, or avenues, or part of such street 
or streets, or avenues, showing the grade so fixed, established, or 
changed by them, certified by said board, or by one of the ofli- 
cers of said board designated for that purpose, one oi which pro- 
files shall be filed in the office of the Street Commissioner of said 
city, and one in the office of said Commissioners ; and the grades 
of such streets and avenues and parts of such streets and ave- 
nues shall from the time of such filing, be established as shown 
in and by such maps or profiles. 

Sec. 2. Whenever the grade of any street, road, or avenue, or change of 
part of any street or avenue, shall be fixed, established, or 
changed by said Commissioners of the Central Park, as provided 
by this act, such grade shall not be thereafter' changed, unless 
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the owners of two-thirds of the land in lineal feet fronting upon 
the street or avenue, or part 6f such street or avenue where such ^ 
change is proposed to be made, shall first consent in writing, to 
such change of grade, and file their consent in the ofiice of the 
said Commissioners. And upon such consent being so filed, such 
grade may be changed by said Commissioners, if they shall deem 
it expedient to make such change. 
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Sec. 3. It shall be lawful for the said Commissioners of the 
Central Park, and for all persons acting under their authority, 
to enter, in the day time, into and upon any lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments which they shall deem necessary to be sur- 
veyed for the laying out and forming of the avenue specified in 
the first section, or for the widening and extension of said Man- 
hattan street ; and the said Commissioners shall cause two simi- 
lar maps or surveys of such avenue, and of the widening and 
extension of said Manhattan street, to be made, showing the 
width, location, and grade thereof, accompanied with such field 
notes and explanatory remarks as the nature of the subject may 
require, which maps, plans, or surveys,* together with such notes 
and remarks, shall be certified by said Board of Commissioners 
of the Central Park, or by one of the officers of said Board 
designated by said Board for that purpose, and one of which shall 
be filed to remain of record in the office of the Street Commis- 
sioner of the City of New York, and the other in the office of 
the said Commissioners of the Central Park. 

Sko. 4. The maps, plans, and surveys of the said Commission- 
ers of the Central Park, made and certified to as hereinbefore 
provided, shall be final and conclusive as to the location and 
width of the said avenue, specified in the first section of this act, 
and as to the widening and extension of Manhattan street, and 
as to the grades of said avenue and of said streets, exhibited 
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upon said maps, plans and surveys, as well in respect to the 
^ Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, 
as in respect to the owners and occupants of lands, tenements^ 
and hereditaments within the boundaries aforesaid, or affected 
by said avenues and streets, and in respect to all persons whom- 
soever. 

Sec. 5. The Commissioners of the Central Park, in behalf of Acquisition 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, 
are authorized to acquire title for the use of the public, to the 
lands required for the said avenue specified in the first section 
of this act, and for the said widening and extension of said Man- 
hattan street, whenever they shall deem it for the public interes 
so to do, and such Commissioners may for that purpose make 
application to the Supreme Court in the First Judicial District, 
for the appointment of Commissioners of Estimate and Assess- 
ment specifying in such application the lands required for that 
purpose, and the proceedings to acquire title to such lands, shall 
be had pursuant to such acts as shall then be in force relative to 
the opening of streets in the City of New York, which acts, so 
far as the same are not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, are hereby made applicable to the avenue and street so to 
be laid out, widened, and extended by said Commissioners of the 
Central Park, as in this act provided in the same manner and 
to the same extent, as if the said avenue and street had been 
originally laid down, as and for public streets by the commis- 
sioners appointed in and by the act entitled "An act relative to 
improvements touching the laying out of streets and roads in 
the City of New York, and for other purposes," passed April 3, 
1807. 

Seo. 6. The said Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment competiaa- 
may allow compensation for any building or buildings upon the buiidSp* 
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said land which may have been built, placed, or erected thereon, 
after the time for the filing of the original map or plan of the 
said city, but no compensation shall be allowed for aYiy building 
or buildings which at any time Bubsequeat to the filing of the 
maps, plans, or surveys required by this act may be built, erected, 
or placed in part or in whole upon the lands designated for the 
avenue by this act authorized, and for the widening and exten- 
sion of said Manhattan street. ^ 
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SBa 7. The said Oonamissioners of the Central Park shall 
with respect to the avenue to be laid out by them, as required by 
this act, and with respect to that portion of Seventh avenue, 
lying north of the Central Park in said city, and with respect 
to aU streete, aveaues, roads, and portions of said city required 
by law to be laid out or improved, under the direction of the 
said Commissioners, and the laying outj grading, regulating, 
sewering, paving, and improving the same, possess all the powers 
and perform all the duties now or heretofore possessed, enjoyed, 
or exercised by such Commissioners in respect to the Central 
Park in the said city, and by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
monalty of th^ City of New York, and the several departments 
of said city, in relation to the streets, avenues, and similar im- 
provements thereof in other parts of said city. And all the pro- 
visions of section four of an act entitled "An act for the im- 
provement of part of the City of New York, between One 
Hundred and Tenth street and the Harlem river," passed April 
24, 1865, and the powers thereby conferred upon said Commis- 
sioners respecting 8ixth avenue and other streets in said city, bo 
far as the same are not mconeistent with the provisions of this 
act, are hereby made applicable to the said portion of the 
Seventh avenue, and to the said avenue required by this act to 
be laid out or improved under the direction of said Commis- 
sioners, and the improvement thereof, in like manner as if the 
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said provisions were iiujorporated in thie act. It shall be lawful 
.^ for the said Commissioners to do all the work required to be 

done by thefia by day's work, or by contract, or in such manner Day's work 

J ^ ■J J y J y or contract. 

as they may deem expedient ; and in case the moneys collected 
upon the assessments laid for the purpose of carrying on the 
work requited to be done by this act or any part thereof, or for 
carrying on the work required by law to be done by the said 
Commissioners on the said portion of the Seventh avenue, shall 
be insufficient to pay for the said work, the balance shall be cer- ' 
tified by the said Commissioners to the Board of Supervisors of 
said city and county, and shall be raised on th« estates, real and 
personal, subject to taxation in said county, in the next tax levied 
by said Board of Supervisors after the receipt of such certificate, 
and shall thereupon be paid over by the Comptroller of said city 
in the same manner as moneys collected upon the assessments 
authorized by this section. And the Comptroller of the City of comptroucr 

•^ to borrow in 

New York is hereby authorize'd and directed, on the request of anticipation, 
said Commissioners, to borrow and pay over to said Commis- 
sioners the amount of such balance on the revenue bonds of the 
said city, in anticipation of the receipt of said taxes. The sewer- sewerage. 
age required by this section shall conform in plan, grade, and 
section to the general plan of sewerage adopted or to be adopted 
by the Croton Aqueduct Board. 

Seo. 8. The Commissioners of the Central Park now in office Terms of 

/» i» ' . • oflBce of 

shall continue to hold office for five years from the expiration of commis. 

*' ■*- sioners. 

their present term of office, and until others are appointed in 
their stead; and are hereby authorized to include in the estimate 
that they are authorized to make by the fourth section of the act 
entitled " An act for the construction, regulation, maintenance, 
and government of the Central Park, in the City of New York, 
and to provide anditional means therefor," passed March nine- 
i teenth, eighteen hundred and sixty, for the maintenance and gov- 
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eminent of the Central Park, the Bum of fifty thousand dollars 
in addition to the Bum authorized by Baid section four, and the € 
amount of such estimate shall be annually raised as provided in 
said section, and shall be applied by said commissioners to the 
payment of the expenses of the maintenance and government 
of the Central Park, and to the expenses necessarily incurred in 
performing the duties imposed by law upon said commissioners. 

Title to Sec. 9. The said Commissioners of the Central Park are here- 

streets and 

^hT" wffcv ^y authorized, when they deem it expedient for the public inter- 



above Fifty- 
ninth street. 



est so to do, for and in behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of the City of New York, to acquire the title for 
the use of the public, to any or all streets and avenues above 
Fifty-ninth street, in said city, laid out on the map or plan of the 
City of New York, by the Commissioners appointed in and by 
an act entitled "An act relative to improvements touching the 
laying out of streets and roads, in' the City of New York, and 
for other purposes," passed April third, eighteen hundred and 
seven, and for that purpose said Commissioners of the Central 
Park may make application to the Supreme Court in the First 
Judicial District, for the appointment of Commissioners of Esti- 
mate and Assessments, specifying, in such application, the lands 
required for that purpose, and the proceedings to acquire title 
to such lands shall be had, pursuant to such acts as shall then be 
in force relative to the opening of streets, roads, and public 
squares and place in the City of New York, and it shall be the 
Corporation dutv of the Corporation counsel to perform and discharge all the 

Counsel. ... 

legal services required in the proceedings to cany out the pro- 
visions of this act, without any additional compensation beyond 
the salary and allowance now provided by law. 

Seo. 10. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap, 550. 



f 



AN ACT to enable the Commissioners of the Central Park to 
make further improvements in the City of New York. 

Passed April 13, 1866 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of Nefw Yorky represented m Senate 
a/nd Assembly, do enccct as follows: 

Section 1. It shall be fhe duty of the Commissioners of the commis- 

sioners of 

Central Park to cause a survey to be made of that part of the p^J^^^. 
City and County of New York bounded northerly by One Hun- SaS^^* 
dred and Fifty-fifth street ; easterly, by the westerly line^ of the sth avenue. 
Eighth avenue north of Eighty-«eeond street and by the west- 
erly line of the Ninth avenue south of Eighty-second street; 
southerly, by the southerly line of Seventy-second street east of 
the Tenth avenue and by the southerly linfe of Sixty-seventh 
street west of the Tenth avenue, and westerly by the Hudson 
river, and to prepare maps, plans, and profiles embracing and 
showing such changes jin the width, direction, and grades of the 
streets, avenues, and roads now laid out within the area above 
described, and in the pier and bulkhead lines now established, 
as, in their opinion, can be made with benefit to the property 
affected, and to the public interests, and also the boundaries and 
grades of such streets, avenues, roads, and public squares and 
places, as, in their opinion, can be laid out or discontinued with 
like benefit, and to enable them to perform these duties, such of 
the provisions of the act entitled "An act to provide for the 
laying out and improving of certain portions of the City and 
County of New York," passed April Twenty-fourth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, as are applicable thereto, shall apply 
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fully and completely to the powers and proceedings of the said 
To report Commissioners nnder this act. The said Conunissioners shall, 

thereon. ' 

from time to time, report to the Legislature, the maps, plans, 
and profiles above specified, with their proceedings under this 
act. No proceedings shall be had or taken by any oflScer or 
body for any street, (^ening, or improYCipent . within the area 
above de^ribed, except th^ the work, updi^r, contraqts already 
made and executed inay, be. done ai;id. cpmpleted, and except 
such proceedings as the said Commissioners are authorized to 
take, until the said Commissioners shall have reported and the 
Legislature shall have determined the boundaries and grade of 
such street, unless the CommiBsidneis A)£ the^Ctotral Park shall 
concur with, such body or offieerin authorizing • the opening or 
Ezpiiation improvement of said, street. The authority. of the said Qomiais- 

Off authoEitgr. 

sioners under this act shall expire on the first day of Hay, wliieh 
will be in the year one thousand eight hundred ajid sixty-eigkt. 

Not to inter- Sbc. 2. This act shall not be hpld or construed to limit, 

ferewil^ 

SSrf^i^f' restrain, annul, or in any manner interfere .with the powers and 
duties of the said Commissioner^ conferred and imposed by the 
said act, passed April twenty.-fourth, eighteen, himdred and.si:?ty- 
fiv^e, or by apy other act, 

Sbc. 3. This act shall take.e|Eect.inmiediately. 



t 



69 



m 



Chap- 632. 

AN" ACT to amend an act entitled *'Aii act in relation to the, 
Croton Aqueduct in the City of New York, and certain streets 
in said city," passed April twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-live, and to provide for tiie full execution thereof. 

Famed AptiX 17, 1866; thiee-fiftha being present 

The People of the State of Nem York^ repreeented in Senate 
and Assemilyy do enact as foUowe: 

Sbotion 1. The second section of the act entitled "An act in 
relation to the Croton Aqueduct in the City of New York, and 
certain streets in said city," passed April twenty-seventh, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-live, is hereby amended so as to read as fol- 
lows: 

"§ 2, The grade of the Eighth avenue, between Fifty-ninth Grade of 
and One Hundred and Twenty-second streets, is hereby establish- avenue. 
ed as follows : Commencing at an elevation seventy-six feet four 
inches above the high water line, at the point where the centre 
line of Fifty-ninth street intersects the centre line of the Eighth 
avenue, and continuing thence along the centre line of said 
avenue, on a level line, to the intersection of the centre line of 
Sixty-sixth st]%et ; thence on a straight line to the intersection of 
the centre line of Sixty-ninth street, at such rate of ascent as to 
intersect the same at an elevation eighty-eight feet above the 
high water line, thence on a level line to the intersection of the 
centre line of Eightieth street ; thence on a straight line to the 
intersection of the centre line of Eighty-fourth street, at such a 
rate of ascent aa to intersect the same at an elevation one hun- 
dred and six feet above the high water line ; thence on a straight 
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line to the intersection of the centre line of Eighty-fifth street, at 

such rate of ascent as to intersect the same at an elevation one 

• 

hundred and 'eight feet above the high water line; thence on a 
level line to the intersection of the centre line of Eighty-seventh 
street ; thence on a straight line to the intersection of the centre 
line of Ninety-first street, at such a rate of ascent as to intersect 
the same at an elevation one hundred and fifteen feet above the 
high water line ; thence on a level line to the intersection of the 
centre line of Ninety-second street ; thence on a straight line to 
the intersection of the centre line of One Hundredth street, at 

• such rate of descent as to intersect the same at an elevation 

eighty-one feet above the high- water line ; thence on a level line 
to the intersection of the centre line of One Hundred and Second 
street ; thenc^ on a straight line to the intersection of the centre 
line of One Hundred and Tenth street, at such rate of descent 
as to intersect the same at an elevation forty-five feet above the 
liigh water line ; and thence on a straight line to the intersection 
of the centre line of One Hundred and Twentv-second street, at 
such rate of descent as to intersect the same at an elevation 
twenty-five feet three inches above the high water line, except 
that there may be such elevations on the level lines hereby pre- 
scribed, not exceeding six inches to one hundred feet, as may be 

Conditions of ucccssary for drainage ; provided, however, that the said grade 

establishing 

gcade. giiall not be established unless the Commissioners of the Central 

Park shall, within four months after the passage of this act, ap- 
prove of the grade hereby authorized. The said Conmiissioners 
may, however, approve of such part of the grade hereby 
authorized as is between any two points at which the 
said grade and the grade of the said avenue, as now 
established, under the act hereby amended or otherwise, intersect, 
and reject the grade between any or all of the other intersecting 
points, or the said Commissioners may, at any time prior to filing 
the map hereinafter specified, with the consent of the owners of 
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a majority of the lineal feet of the front of the land, other than 
^ that included within street lines, or the Central Park east of the 
Eighth avenue, bounding the said avenue, between any two of 
such intersecting points, prescribe and establish any other grade 
or grades for the said avenue between such insersecting points ; 
and the said Commissioners may give such consent for any land 
owned by the Mayor, Aldermen, aud Commonalty of the City of 
JNew York. When the grade of the said avenue is finally estab- ^^f'^^^ 
lished, in pursuance of the provisions of this act, the Commission- 
ers of the Central Park shall cause a map or profile of the grade 
80 established to be prepared and certified in such a manner as 
they may direct, and filed in the office of the Street Commis- 
sioner of the City of New York, and the grade of the said ave- 
nue shall be thenceforth established and held to be as shown in 
and by the said map or profile, and all grades previously esta- 
blished for that part of the said avenue are hereby discontinued 
and abrogated, and the grade established by and in pursuance of 
this act shall not thereafter be changed or altered. The Commis- commis- 

sioners of 

Bioners of the Central Park shall regulate, grade, pave, and flag ^^^ 
that part of the said avenue between the centre lines of Seventy- &croSain 

111 streets. 

seventh and Eighty-first streets, and ailso the northerly half of 
Seventy-seventh street and the southerly half of Eighty-first street, 
between the Eighth and Ninth avenues, and shall certify the ex- certificate of 

expense. 

penses thereof, and of an arcli or arches, or other structure, for a 
passage-way under the said Eighth avenue, and also of adaptilig 
the work on the Park to the grade of the said Eighth avenue 
established by or in pursuance of this act, and the act hereby 
amended. And the Board of Supervisors of the County of New Tax for ex- 

* •' pense. 

York are hereby authorized and directed to raise and collect, by 
tax, the several amounts of money so certified, in the same man- 
ner that the other expenses of the City of New York are raised 
and collected by them. The Street Commissioner of the City contracts by 
of New York shall proceed forthwith to regulate the rest of the misaiouer. 
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said Eighth avenue in conf oimity with the grade hereby estab- 
lished, and for that purpose shall make one contract for that part f 
of the work between the ceaitre lines of Fifty-ninth and Seventy- 
seventh streets ; one contract for that part of the worit between 
the centre lines of Eighty-first and One Hundredth istreets ; and 
one contract for that part of the work between the centre lines 
of One Hundred and one Hundred and Twenty-Second iStreets ; 
and he shall insert in each contract the eariiest day tiiat, in his 
opinion, is practicable as the limit of time for (he full and com- 
plete performance of the Work under the contract, and also such 
penalty for each day that may elapse between that limit and the 
final completion of the work as in his judgment will secure flie 
prompt and efficient execution of the work. The part of the 
grading and regulating the said avenue, as herein provided, to 
be done by the Street Commissioner, shall be considered as one 
improvement, and the expense thereof shall be assessed, collected 
and paid in the manner now provided by law ; such assessnoeBt 
being Qiade upon all the property benefited by the inofprove- 
ment, but not to extend on either side beyond a line four hun- 
dred feet from the avenue." 

Sec. 2. That part of Eighth avenue lying between One Hun- 
dred and Second and One Hundred and Tenth streets shall be 
widened on the mi^p or plan of the City of New York, by add- 
ing, on the westerly side thereof, twenty-five feet of land, bo as 
to make the whole width of that part of the said avenue one 
hundred and twenty-five feet : provided that the owners of two 
thirds of the land to be taken for such widemng shall file with 
the Commissioners of 'the Central Park a written conaent that 
6uch land be taken ; and the addition to the said avenue to be 
made by such widening, is hereby declared to be a part of one 
of the streets or avenues of the City of New York, in like man- 
ner and with the same effect as if the same had been originally 
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laid out as a part of tibe Baid fl^venue in the map or jplan of tiie 
^ daid city ; and Ull acts a^ pai^ of acts now in force in relation 
to die wid^^g, l^Bg out, ^gltiding, i?egulating, sewering, pav- 
ing and i£n|>tH7ving ^ie^ tg^nd 'aveimes in tlie «aid city, ahall 
apply to the mid paiH; ^of 4h6 fiaid dtv^^ue, in its 'enlarged width, 
except as may be herein othei'Wise prdvidefl. Upon the filing wben com- 
<d the said cons tot, the Coffimisrfotiert oS Ae Central Paric ^^^^ 
are hereby audiorized and directed, fe^ and in bdiaJf of the ^^^^ 

* 

Mayoip, Aldermen, 'and Gommofialty of the City »of New York, 
and for public use, to apply to the Sufpr^nie Court, at any 
Special Term thereof, held in the First Judicial District, for 
the appointment of Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment 
for the widening of that part of the Eighth avenue authorized to 
be widened by this act ; and all the laws now in force relative 
to the widening of streets in the City of New York, so far as the 
same are not inconsistent with this act, shall apply to the pro- 
ceedings for the said widening, and it shall be the duty of the 
Counsel to the Corporation of the City of New York to perform 
all necessary legal services in the proceedings authorized by this 
act without any additional compensation beyond the salary and 
allowance now provided by law. The assessment of the said 
widening shall, upon the confirmation of the report of the Com- 
missioners of Esthnate and Assessment, become a lien upon the 
land upon which the assessment is made ; and such assessment 
^ may be collected and enforced in the manner now provided by 
law. 

Sbo. 3. If the said avenue shall be widened in the part herein Division of 
above authorized to be widened, the Commissioners of the Cen- gradea. 
tral Park shall have power to divide that part of the said avenue, 
so that the easterly part thereof as so widened, to the width of 
at least sixty-five feet, shall be of the grade established by or in 
pursuance of this act; and the westeriy part thereof as so 
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widened, to the width of at least fifty*fiye feet, shall be of a 
higher grade, to be eBtabliehed by the said Commissioners. And ff 
^SSf**'*^ the Commissioners of the Central Park shall build a supporting 
wall along the easterly side of that part of the said avenue as so 
widened, which is of a higher grade than that established by or 
in pursuance of this act, and place an iron railing upon the 
coping of said wall ; and the expenses of the said wall and rail- 
ing, to be certified by the said Commissioners, shall be assessed, 
collected and paid as part of the expenses of regulating and 
grading the said avenue. 

Seo. 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 



/ 
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Chap. 757. 

AN" ACT to amend an act, entitled "An act authorizing the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, 
to widen Broadway or Bloomingdale road, between Fifty- 
seventh and Fifty-ninth streets, in the City of New York," 
passed April thirteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

Passed April 21, 1866 ; three-fiftiis being present. 

The People of the State of Neio Yfvh^ represented in Senate 
and Assembly^ do ena^t a^ follows : 

Section 1. The first section of chapter three hundred and 
eighty-eight, of the laws of eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, is 
hereby amended, so as to read as follows : 

The street known as Broadway or Bloomingdale road, in the who may 

_^ widen part 

City of New York, may be widened by the Mayor, Aldermen, <rfBroad- 
and Commonalty of the City of New York, from a point at the 
intersection of the easterly line of Broadway, with the northerly Partof 

'' •' ' -^ Broadway to 

line of Fifty-seventh street, and thence running northerly in a *»^dened. 
straight line to a point in the southerly line of Fifty-ninth street, 
distant six hundred and seventy-five feet and eleven inches west- 
erly from the westerly line of the Seventh avenue, and they may 
also take and use, as and for a public place all the land included Public piaoe 

, i or Circle. 

within the circumference of a circle having a diameter of four 
hundred and thirty-two feet, and having its centre at the point 
where the centre line of the Eighth avenue intersects a line 
drawn parallel with the southerly line of Fifty-ninth street, 
and fifty feet northerly therefrom, and they are hereby author- 
ized to close that portion of Broadway or Bloomingdale road 
lying south of the circumference of the said circle, and be- 
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tween the present westerly line of the Bloomingdale road or 
Broadway, and a line parallel to, and one hundred feet westerljf 
from the easterly line of said road or street, authorized by 
the first section of this act; they are also hereby authorized 
to close and discontinue that portion of Sixtieth street, 
lying between the westerly line of the Eighth avenue and 
the easterly line 6i Broadway br Bloomingdale road, as the 
same has been or may be established by the Commissioneis ' 
of the Central Park. 1?he act entitled "An act relative to the 
improvements touching the laying out of streets and roadfi in 
the City of New York and for other purposes, passed April 
third, eighteen hundred and seven," to the contrary notwith- 
standing. And whenever the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
monalty of the City of New York shall deem it desirable, in 
order to improve the access to Central Park, or otherwise, for 
the public convenience so to widen the said street, or to open 
said public place, tHey may order and direct the same to be 
done in like manner,'and*the like procifeedrngs shall be thereupon 
liad in relation to the said widening, or to said opening of said 
public place, as if the Said widehing, or 'said opening wate in a 
'.part of ^aid city not laid out into streets and avenues, squares, 
*and public plaeies, by the Commissioners of Streets and lioads in 
the City of New York, tinder and by virtue of flie said last men- 
tioned act; and all the proviBions relative to the widening of 
streets in that part of the said 'city 'not laid out as aforesaid, 
which are contained in the act entitled "An act to induce -several 
laws relating ^particularly to th'e City of Ne'w Yoi-k, iiito one 
act, passed April ninth, eighteen hundred and thirteen," and the 
several acts altering and amending the same shall be construed 
to apply to said widening and to said opening of said public 
place. 

SftO. 2. All proceedingiB hei^tdfore instituted, or that may 
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hereafter be instituted for the said widening of said street, or for who to take 

^ " pxtxseedingB. 

^the opening of said public place, shall be made to conform to 
the provisions of the first section of this act, and all the powers 
now conferred by law upon the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
alty of the City of New York, relative to the widening of said 
street, are hereby conferred upon the Commissioners of the 
Central Park, who are hereby authorized and directed to take 
all proceedings necessary to carry into effect the provisions of 
this act. 

Seo. 3. No portion of said street, between Fifty-seventh no part to be 
street and the northerly line Of Fifty-ninth street, when so ^kstanda, 
widened, shall be used for any other purpose than that of a 
public street, or public place, nor shall any portion thereof, be 
used as a carriage or hackstand, nor shall any stall, stand, or 
erection, or incumbrances of any kind be permitted therein, but 
the same and every portion thereof within the limits aforesaid, 
shall be kept free and clear for the rpassage of the rpublic, and as 
respects its use, shall be under the exclusive control and manage- 
ment of the Commissioners of the Central Park, who are hereby 
authorized to make such rules and regulations respecting its use, 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this act as th^y may deem 
- proper. 

Seo. 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 580- 



AN ACT to amend an act entitled "An act to amend an act 
entitled ^An act in relation to the Croton Aqueduct in the 
City of New York, and certain streets in said city,' passed 
April twenty-seventh, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
five, and to provide for the full execution thereof," passed 
April seventeenth, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

FMsed April 23, 1867 ; three-fifths being present 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in Senate 
and Assembly y do enact as follows : 

Section 1. Sections one, two, and three of an act entitled 
**An act to amend an act entitled an act in relation to the 
Croton Aqueduct in the City of New York, and certain streets 
in said city, passed April twenty-seventh, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-five, and to provide for the full execution 
thereof," passed April seventeenth, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-six, are hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

• 
§ 1. The second section of the act entitled "An act in rela- 
tion to the Croton Aqueduct in the City of New York, and cer- 
tain streets in said city," passed April 27, X865, is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : 



Grade of 
Eighth 
Avenue, be- 
tween 60th 
andl2ad 
fitreeta. 



§ 2. The grade of the Eighth avenue, between Fifty-ninth and 
One Hundred and Twenty-second streets, is hereby established 
as follows: Commencing at an elevation seventy-six feet four 
inches above the high water line, at the point where the centre 
line of Fifty-ninth street intersects the centre line of the Eighth 
avenue, and continuing thence along the centre line of said ave- 
nue, on a level line, to the intersection of the centre line of 
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Sixty-sixth street; thence on a straight line to the intersection 
WE the centre line of Sixty-ninth street, at such rate of ascent as 
to intersect the same at an elevation eighty-eight feet above the 
high water line ; thence on a level line to the intersection -of the 
centre line of Eightieth street ; thence on a straight line to the 
intersection of the centre line of Eighty-fourth street, at such 
rate of ascent as to intersect the same at an elevation one hun- 
dred and six feet above high water line ; thence on a straight 
line to the intersection of the centre line of Eighty-fifth street, 
at such rate of ascent as to intersect the same at an elevation 
one hundred and eight feet above the high water Kne ; thence 
on a level line to the intersection of the centre line of Eighty- 
seventh street ; thence on a straight line to the intersection of 
the centre line of Ninety-first street, at such rate of ascent as to 
intersect the same at an elevation one hundred and fifteen feet 
above the high water line ; thence on a level line to the inter- 
section of the centre line of Ninety-second street ; thence on a 
straight line to the intersection of the centre line of One Hun- 
dredth street, at such rate of descent as to intersect the same at 
an elevation eighty-one feet above the high water line ; thence 
on a level line to the intersection of the centre line of One Hun- 
dred and Third street ; thence on a straight line to the intersec- 
tion of the centre line of One Hundred and Tenth street, at such 
rate of descent as to intersect the same at an elevation forty-five 
feet above the high water line ; and thence on a straight line to 
the intersection of the centre line of One Hundred and Twenty- 
second street, at such rate of descent as to intersect the same at 
an elevation twenty-five feet three inches above the high water 
line, except that there may be such elevations on the level lines 
hereby prescribed, not exceeding six inches to one hundred feet, 
SIS may be necessary for drainage ; and all grades heretofore estab- 
lished for that part of the said avenue are hereby discontinued 
^nd abrogated, and the grade established by this act shall not 
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be chai^ged or altered. The CommissionerBof th& Central Park 
Bhall regulate and grade, pave and flag that part of the said^ 
avenue between the centre lines of Seventy-seventh and Eighty- 
firsf streets, and also the nordierly haif of Seventj-seventh street 
and the southerly half of Eighty-first street, between the Eighth 
and Ninth avenues, and shall certify the expense thereof, and of 
an arch or • arches or other structure, for a passage way under 
said Eighth avenue; and also,' of adapting the. work on the Park 
to the grade of the said Eighth avenue, estabUshed by this act. 
And the Board of' Supervisors of the County of New York are 
hereby authorized and directed to raise and collect by tax, the 
several amounts of money so certified, in the same manner that 
the other expenses of the City of New York are raised and col- 
lected by them. The Street Commissioner of the City of New 
York shall proceed forthwith to regulate the rest of the said 
Eighth avenue in conformity with the. grade hereby established, 
and for that purpose shall, within sixty days after the passage 
of this act^ make one contract for that part of the work between 
the centre lines of Fifty-ninth and Seventy-seventh streets; 
one contract for that part of the work, between the centre 
lines^ of Eighty-first and One Hundredth streets, and one 
contract for that part of the work between the centre lines of 
One Hundred and One Hundred and Twenty-second streets; 
and he shall insert in each contract a provision requiring 
that the work on the easterly side of the avenue, to the 
width of about fifty feet, shall be first done ; and he shall 
also insert in each contract a provision that the easterly half of 
the work shall be finished within one year ; and also that the 
whole work shatl be finished within such limit of time, as in his 
opinion is practicable for the full and complete performance of 
the work under the contract ; and also, such penalty for each 
day that may elapse between that limit and the full completion 
of the work, as in his judgment will secure the prompt and 
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efflcifent execution of thj9>worki That: part of the grading and 
^ipgulating the said ayep!i6; to be done by the Street Commia* 
^ioner, as herein p;rovidedi. shall be. consid^ed as opa^ improYe- 
ment, andthe expeneer thl^reof shajl be a^^eiasedyCoUecte-d and 
paid in the manner i^ow pro^vided by law ; such asaei^sment being 
made upon all the; property, b^n^j^fited by the inajproyenoyentj but 
not to extend on eithw ride b^yQ^d.a lin^four hundired f eet 
from the avenue,. 

Sec. 2. That part of. the Eighth avenue, between. One Hundred widening of 

Eighth ave- 

aud Third street and One Hundred and Seventh street, shall be ?;?®i^!^ 

', ' 103d street 

widened on the map or plan of the City of New York, by add- ^^^^ 
ing on the westerly &ide thereof a strip of land twenty-five feet 
wide, so as to mate the whole width of that p^rt of the said 
avenue one hundred and twenty-five feet; provided that the 
owners of two-thirds of the land to be taken for such widening 
shall file, with the Gommissioneis of the Central Park, a written 
consent that such land be taken ; and the addition to the said 
avenue, to be made by such widening, ia hereby declared to be 
a part of one of the streets or avenues of the City of New 
York, in like nianner and with the same effect as if the 
same had been originally laid out as a part of the said avenue 
in the map plan of the said city; and all aqts and parts of 
acts now in force, in relation to the widening, laying out, grad- 
ing, regulating, sewering, paving, and improving streets and ave- 
nue^ in the said city, shall apply to the s^ part. of the said 
avenue, in its enlarged width, except as may be herein otherwise commifl- 
provided, upon receiving the said conjsent, the Commissioners Estimate. 
of the Central Park are hereby authorized and ;directed, for, and. 
in behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City 
of New York, and for public use, to apply to. the Supreme Court, 
at any Special Term thereof, held in the First Judicial District, 
for the appointment of Commissioners of Estimate and Assessr 
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ment, for the widening of that part of the Eighth avenue author- 
ized to be widened by this act ; and all lawB now in force rela- ^ 
tive to the widening of streets in the City of New York, so far as 
the same are not inconsistent with this act, shall apply to the 
proceedings for the said widening ; and it shall be the duty of 
the Counsel to the Corporation of the City of New York to per- 
form all necessary legal services in the proceedings authorized 
by this act, without any additional compensation, beyond the 
confirma- salarv and allowances now provided by law. ^Ihe, assessment for 
c^^ the said widening shall, upon the confirmation of the report of 
aoners. ^j^^ Commissioucrs of Estimate and Assessment, become a lien 
upon the land upon which the assessment is made, and such as- 
sessment may be collected and enforced in the manner now pro- 
vided by law ; but no assessment shall be made upon any land 
more than four hundred feet from the said avenue. 

* 

Div&ionof Seo. 3. If the said avenue shall be widened as authorized by 

avenue when 

widened. this act, the Commissioners of the Central Park shall divide that 
part of the said avenue so widened, in such manner that the 
easterly part thereof, to the width of at least sixty-five feet, shall 
be of the grade established by this act, and the westerly part 
thereof, to the width of at least fifty-five feet, shall be of a higher 
grade, to be established by the said Commissioners, but such 
higher grade shall not in any part be higher than the natural 

supporttag surface of the ground. And the Commissioners of the Central 
Park shall build a supporting wall along the easterly side of that 
part of the said avenue so widened, as is of a higher grade than 
that established by this act, and place an iron railing upon the 
coping of the said wall ; and the expense of the said wall and 
railing, to be certified by the said Commissioners, shall be as- 
sessed, collected, and paid as part of the expenses of regulating 
and grading the said avenue. The said Commissioners shall 
also have power to build a supporting wall on the easterly side 
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of that part of the said avenue bo widened, to the height of a 
^ line parallel to the grade line of the higher grade of the westerly 
part of the said avenue ; and to slope off or terrace the part of 
the surface of the Central Park immediately behind the said sup- 
porting wall ; and to erect an iron bridge to connect the higher 
grade of the said aveBitie, in tiie part so widened, with th^ Cen- 
tral F^ark ; and to establish an elitraiice into thd Paxk opposite 
to the said bri<^a, and to erect an iro& stairway near such en- 
trance, leading to the lower grade of the said avenue ; and if the 
said Commissioners shall make any of the said improvements, 
they shall certify the expense thereof as a part of the expense of 
adapting the Woirk oti the Park to the grade of the said Eighth 
Avenue, established by this act, and the atnount i^ certified shall 
be raised aind collected ai^ a part of the said expense, in the m^^n- 
ner pjt)Vided by this act. 

Sso, S. This act shall take ^ect immediately. 
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Chap. 697. 

AN ACT to alter the map or plan of certain portions of the Citj 
of New York, and for the laying out and improvement of the 
same. 

Fused April 2*, 1867 ; three-fifliw being pimwiii. 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in Senate 
and Assembly y do enact asfoUows : 

powereof Section 1. The Board of Commissioners of the Central Park 

Gommlasion'- 

««• shall have and possess exclusive power to lay out and establish 

streets, avenues, roads, public squares or places, of such width, 
extent, and direction as to them shall seem most conducive to 
public good ; and also to designate and direct what part or parts 
of any streets, avenues, roads, public squares and places, now 
laid out, shall be abandoned and closed, and also to widen any 
street or avenue or road now laid out, and also to alter and 
amend the present grades of any street, avenue, or road that may 
be retained by them, and to establish new grades for all other 
streets, avenues, or roads that may be laid out and established or 
retained by them, within that part of the City of New York 

Boundary of which is bouudcd as fpllows : Northerly by the southerly side 
of One Hundred and Fifty-fifth street, easterly by the westerly 
side of the Eighth avenue, southerly by the southerly side of 

Space sur- Fifty-ninth street, and westerly by the Hudson river, and also 

ronnding 

Park. within a space three hundred and fifty feet in width surrounding 

Pier and ^hc Central Park. And also to lay out and establish new pier 
lines. and bulkhead lines, and the grades thereof, as to them shall seem 

proper for the requirements of commerce in said North or Hud- 
son's, river from Fifty-fifth street to Spuyten Duyvil Creek, and 
on both sides of Spuyten Dujrvil Creek and the Harlem rivev - 
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from the North or Hudson's river to the line of the Third ave- 
^ nue; but such new pier and bulkhead lines, and the grades 
thereof 5 shall not be deemed finally established until they have 
been approved by the Legislature. 

Sec. 2. It shall be lawful for the said Board of Commissioners Power to 

enter on 

of the Central Park, and for all persons acting under their iand8,&c. 
authority, to enter in the day time into and upon any lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments which they shall deem necessary 
to be surveyed, used, or converted, for the laying out, opening, 
and forming of any such street, avenue, road, public square, and 
place, and the establishment of pier and bulkhead lines; and the 
said Commissioners shall, in all cases of laying out streets, Duplicate 

* maps. 

avenues, roads, public squares, and places, and in the establish- 
ment of grades therefor, and of pier and bulkhead lines, which 
they are authorized or directed by law to lay out or establish, 
cause to be made two similar maps or plans showing the streets, 
avenues, roads, public squares, and places, and the pier and bulk- 
head lines, which they shall lay out or retain as aforesaid, show- 
ing the width, extent, and location of the same, and also two 
similar maps or plans, showing the grades that shall be amended 
or established by them, for the streets, avenues, roads, public 
squares, and places so laid out or retained by them, and said 
maps or plans, when so made, shall be certified by one of the 
officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Central Park, to 
be designated by said Board for such purpose, and one of said 
maps showing the width, extent, and location of the streets, what to 

show. 

avenues, roads, public squares, and places, and the pier and bulk- 

liead lines so laid out and established or retained, and one of 

said maps showing the grades so amended or established, shall 

be filed by them in and remain of record, in the office of the where to te 

Street Commissioner of said city, and the others shall remain of 

record in the office of said Commissioners of the Central Park. 
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Sec. 3. The maps or plans, excepting the pier and bulkhead 
lines, and the grades^ thereof, when made and fil^d as aforesaid, 
shall be final and conclusive, as well in respect to the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, as 
in respect to the owners and occupiers of lands, tenements, and 
hereditaiDttnts, within the boundaries aforesaid, and in respect 
to all other persons whomsoeT^er, with iht swxno intent and effect 
as if the same had been, laid out and establinfaed by the Com- 
missioners appointed io' and by the act emdlled ^^ An act reli»- 
tive to improTnements tonching the Is^tng <mt of streets and 
roads in the City of New York, and for other purposes^" passed 
April 3, 1807; and all streets, avenues, roadA, public squares, 
and places, and the grades therefor, hei^tofore laid out and 
established within, the district mmtioned in the first section of . 
tiiis act, which shall not be shown or retained on the maps to 
be filed by the Commissioners as before mentioned, shall, from 
and after the time of filing of said ouips, cease to be or remain 
public streets, avenues, roads, squares, or places. And the abut- 
ting owners, on such of said streets, avenues, and roads as hare 
been opened or ceded, and as shall be abandoned or dosed 
imder the provisions of this act, shall become and be seized in fee 
simple absolute therein, to the centre line thereof in front of bis 
or their lands, respectively, except where such streets, avennes, 
or roads, shall^ on said neaps, have been retained or taken for 
other public use, but subject, however, to any existing right of 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New 
York, to maintain imd keep in order any sewer, Croton water 
aqueduct or pipe, or the appurteBancee thereof that may have 
been constructed in any street, avenue, or road so dosed. All 
damage to any land or to any building or other structure thereon 
existing at the time of the passage of this act, or any street, 
avenue, or road laid out on the map of the City of New York 
within tl^ distnct spedfied in the first section of this act^ by 
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reason of closing such street or altering the grade thereof, shall 
be ascertained and paid in Ihe manner specified in sections three 
and four of an act entitled ^An act to make permanent the 
grades of the streets and avenues in the City o£ New York." 
passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and fifty-two. And 
whenever said Board of Commissioners shall deem it proper so 
to do, they may fife maps, plans, or surveys in the manner be- 
fore provided, showing the streets, avenues, and public squares, 
or places, which they have determined to lay out, abandon, close, 
or retain within any particular section of the district mentioned 
in the first section of this act, and of the grades therefor, and 
from and after the filing of said maps as aforesaid, the powers 
of said Board of Commissioners to lay out, widen, abandon, 
•close, or alter any street, avenue, road, public square, or place 
within such section of said district shall absolutely cease and 
determine. 

Sec. 4. In all cases of improvements touching the laying out when neces- 

aary tofUe 

of streets, avenues, roads, public squares and places, and where »ai», etc. 
said Commissioners of the Central Park are required to file 
maps, plans, or surveys thereof, and of the grades therefor, ex- 
cept those laid out under the authority of this act, it shall not 
be necessary to fife the maps showing the laying out, and the 
maps showing the grades therefor, at the same time, but when- 
ever they shall deem the public interests so require, they may file 
in the offices hereinbefore designated, maps, plans, or surveys, 
certified as hereinbefore provided, of such streets, avenues, roads, 
public squares and places, and of ^ades, as they may, from time 
to time, lay out and establish, and all the provisions of this act 
ahall be applicable to the same when so filed ; but such streets, 
avenues, roads, pablic squares and places, and grades, shall be 
again exhibited on the maps, plans, or surveys filed upon the 
completion of the whole work. 



88 



When 
changes of 
grade shall 
not be 
made. 



Sec. 5. Whenever the grade of any street, avenue, or road, or 
any part of any street, avenue, or road, shall be fixed, established, 
or changed by said Board of Commissioners of the Central Park 
as provided by this act, such grades shall not be thereafter 
changed unless the owners of two-thirds of the land in lineal feet 
fronting upon the street, avenue, or road where such changes are 
proposed to be made, shall first consent in writing to such pro- 
posed change of grade, and file such consent in the office of the 
said Commissioners, and upon such consent being so filed, such 
grade may be so changed by said Commissioners, if they shall 
deem it expedient to do so, and if any such change of grade shall 
be so made by said Commissioners, they shall cause maps, plans, 
or surveys showing such changes of grade as may be so made by 
them, to be filed in the offices mentioned in section two of this 
act, in the manner provided by said section. 
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Sec. 6. The Commissioners of the Central Park for and in be- 
half of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of 
New York, are authorized to acquire title for the use of the public 
to any of the public squares and places, streets, avenues, or roads, 
that have been or may be laid out or retained by them, whether 
under this act or otherwise, whenever they shall deem it for tlie 
public interest so to do, and such Commissioners shall for that 
purpose within two years from the time of filing the map thereof, 
as provided in the second section of this act, make application 
to the Supreme Court in the First Judicial District, for the ap- 
pointment of Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, speci- 
fying, in such application, the lands required for that purpose ; 
and such proceedings, to acquire title tQ such lands, shall be had 
pursuant to such acts as shall then be in force relative to the 
opening of public squares and places, streets, avenues, and roads 
in the City of New York, except that in such proceedings the 
Commissioners of the Central Park shall act in lieu and place of 
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the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York, 
^ and except that the said Commissioners of Estimate and Assess- 
ment, who may be appointed as herein provided, may assess, for ^^^^ 
such openings, all such parties and persons, lands and tenements, 
as they may deem to be benefited by such improvement, to the 
extent which said Commissioners deem such parties, persons, 

lands, and tenements benefited thereby ; and it shall be the duty Duty of cor- 
poration 

of the Counsel to the' Corporation of the City of New York to counsel, 
perform all the legal services required of him in the proceed- 
ings authorized by this act, without any additional compensa- 
tion beyond the salary and allowance now provided by law; 
and all such public squares and places, that shall be laid out or pubiic 

placet" to be 

retained by said Commissioners of the Central Park, as afore- ^i^^c^^. 
said, shall, immediately after the same are opened, be and re- ciS*"°' 

Park. 

main under the control and management of the Commissioners 
of the Central Park, as to the regulating, grading, paving, sew- 
ering, and otherwise improving and maintaining the same ; and 
all parts of any public street, avenue, road, or public square and 
place, within the distance of three hundred and fifty feet from 
the outer boundaries of the Central Park or place, and all others 
laid out as aforesaid, shall, at all times, after the opening of the 
same, be subiect to such rules and regulations, in respect to the uaea, 

. ' •' e> 7 r erections and 

uses thereof, and erections or projections thereon, as the said projections. 
Board of Commissioners of the Central Park may make there- 
for. Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the 
Commissioners of the Central Park to do. any work in tjie mat- 
ter of regulating, grading, paving, sewering, or curb and gutter- 
ing any of the streets, avenues, or roads within the district men- 
tioned in the first section of this act, which any of the Depart- Authority of 

City De- 
ments of the Government of the City of New York are now partment 

authorized by law to do, but said Departments shall, upon the 
requisition of said Commissioners, proceed forthwith to do such 
work and make such improvements within the district aforesaid 
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as properly come under their respective powers as shall be 
required by the said Comnussioners, upon tbe plan and in ths ^ 
manner q>ecified by the said Commissioners, except that any 
sewers within the district shall be ctHistmcted on tfas plan pro- 
vided therefor by the Croton Aqueduct Board ; and aothiag in 
this act shall aspect existing ordw^nces or regulatioxifi eonoem- 
ing hackney-coaches. 

snbdiviBioii Sec. 7. If at any time after the filing of the maps ^bowing 
byownera. ^.j^^ laying out of the streets, avenues, roads, and public squares, 
and places before provided for, or ths^t may b§ laid put by the 
said Commissioners of the Central Park, jby virtue qt any other 
act, the owner or owners of any plot of land bounded on ^U sides 
by streets, avenues, or roads, and not laid out as and for a public 
square or place, shall desire to subdivide such plot and give pub- 
lic right of way into or through such plot, he, she, or they may 
do so, by submitting two n)i^ps, plans, or surveys of such plot and 
of such proposed right of way, showing the width, which shall 
not be less than thirty feet, and the location, extent, and direc- 
tion of the same, and the proposed grade therefor, to the Board 
of Commissioners of the Central Park for their approval, and if 
the same shall be approved by said Board, and the owner or 
owners aforesaid shall immediately thereafter convey, in such 
form as shall be approved by said Board, the title to the land 
required for such righl of way, free and clear from all incum- 
brances, unto the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the (yity 
of New York, in trust, as and for a public street, road, or avenue ; 
the same shall from that time be and become an open ptjblic 
street, road, or avenue, the same as if it had been l^id out and 
opened as other streets, roads, or avenu0s are or ought to be ; 
and the maps, plans, or surveys thereof, and of the grades there- 
for, shall iminediately thereafter be certified and filed in the man- 
ner provided in section two of this act. 
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Skc. 8. The Comptroller of the City of New York is hereby Duty of 
^authorized and directed to depoat to tjxe credit of the Board of *****^* 
ComjuiBBioners of the Central Fark, with each Bank or Trast 
Company as diall be designated by the said Board, such sums 
of money as said Boaid ehall frcon time to time i«quire/f or pay- 
ment for auy woA, services, or material fumkhed under any con- 
tract, proceeding, or otherwise, for laying out, opening, regulat* ^ 
ing, grading, or otherwise improving any street, avenue, road, \y 
public square, or place, the construction or maintenance of which 
by law is or shall be under the direction, control, and manage- / 
ment of said Board of Commissioners of the Central Park, speci- 
fying on what particular work or proceeding said money is re- 
quired, and to enable said Comptroller to raise such money and 
so deposit it, he is hereby authorized and empowered to borrow 
from time to time, in the name of the Mayor, Aldermen, and comptrouer 

may issue 

Commonalty of the City of New York, by the i^^ue of bonds, bonds, &c. 
bearing such rate of interest as he may deem proper, not exceed- 
ing seven per cent, per annum, such sum as shall be necessary to 
pay all expenses incurred, or to be incurred, as aforesaid ; and 
whenever such expenses, or any part thereof, is afterwards to be 
collected by assessment from the property benefited by such work 
or works, the proceeds of such assessments, so to be laid and Tax for pay- 
collected for each and every such work or works, are hereby ot 
pledged for the redemption of the bonds so to be issued, and the 
remainder or deficiency necessary for the redemption of said 
bonds, and the interest thereon, shall be certified by said Comp- 
troller to the Supervisors of the County of New York, as soon 
as the same shall be ascertained by him, and be by the said Su- 
pervisors included and raised in the then next annual levy for 
annual taxes in the City and County of New York, and be ap- 
plied to the final and full redemption of said bonds, and the in- 
terest thereon. 
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Parts Of actB Sec. 9. All Ects and parts of acts now in force in relation to 

applicable. . •j-i* a. j» ix» • ^^ 

opening, widening, laying out, grading, regnlating, Beweiing, and^ 
otherwise improving streets, avenues, roads, public squares, and 
places in the City of Kew York, and the assessment and collec- 
tion of the expenses for the same, which are not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, are hereby declared to be appli- 
^ cable to this act, the same as if they were incorporated herein. 

,^^ Seo. 10. The powers of the Board of Commissioners of the 

^!^***^ Central Park, under this act, to lay out, establish, and widen 
streets, avenues, roads, public squares, and places, and bulkhead 
and pier lines, and to designate and direct what parts of streets, 
avenues, roads, public squares, and places shall be abandoned 
and closed, shall cease on the first day of Hay, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-two. 

Sec, 1 J, This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap. 288. 

AX ACT approving lines and grades established under author- 
ity of chapter six hundred ana ninety-seven of laws of eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, and amending said chapter six hun- 
dred and ninety-seven, entitled "An act to alter the map or 
plan of certain portions of the City of New York, and for the 
laying out and improvement or the same/' passed April 
twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

Passed April 22, 1868 ; three-fifths being present 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in Senate 
and Assemhly^ do enact as follows : 

Section 1. The new pier and bulkhead lines, and the grade Newpierand 

bulkhead 

thereof, laid out and established by the Board of Commissioners J|n« "<»b- 

^ •/ liahed cm 

of the Central Park, in the North or Hudson's river from Fifty- 12^*°^ 
fifth street to Spuyten Duyvil creek, and on both sides of Spuy- 
ten Duyvil creek and the Harlem river, from the North or 
Hudson's river to the line of the Third avenue, as the same are 
shown on the map entitled "Map shovrfng the new pier and 
bulkhead lines laid out and established by the Board of Com- 
missioners of the Central Park, pursuant to chapter six himdred 
and ninety-seven of the laws of the State of New York, passed 
April twenty-fourth, eighteen himdred and sixty-seven," dated 
New York, November nineteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
seven, and signed by John J. Serrell, are hereby finally estab- 
lished and approved by the Legislature; said map, with the Map to be 

• •<• i-r»-i<»i^ •• f •% r^ ^^®^ ^ office 

communication from the Board of Commissioners of the Cen- <rf secaetary 

of state. 

tral Park to the Legislature accompanying the same, and the . 

written petition of the owners of a majority of lineal feet of 
frontage on said pier and bulkhead lines, shall be filed in the 
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pien,howto Seo. 2. It fihall Bot be lawful to fill in with earth, stone, or 

be built. 

other solid material^ in the waters of the port of New York M 
yond the new bnlkhead lines hereby established, nor shall it be 
lawful to erect any structure outside of, or exterior to, the said 
bulkhead except piers, which piers shall not exceed seventy feet 
in width respeotively, with intervening water spaces of at least 
one hundred f^et, nor shall it be lawful to extend such pier or 
piers beyond the new pier line hereby established. 

Limitafor Seo. 8. The pTOvisions of section two of chapter five hundred 

building; '^ * 

52Jj^ and twenty-two of laws of eighteen hundred and sixty, are 
^' hereby made applicable to all piers, bulkheads, or other struc- 

tures that may be built under and by virtue of this law. 

BniuiMd Seo. 4. The Commissioners of the Central Park may, if they 

lines in Hiur- 

lem river deem it uecessarv for the public interests, alter and amend anv 

and Sgnjtnk ** ^ ^ 

Sir£^"* part or parts of the bulkhead lines in Spuyten Duyvil creek 

ftlinnw) Anil _ 

mApsfued. and the Harlem river, and upon their filing in the office of tlie 
Secretary of State a map or maps showing any alterations or 
amendments that they have made, the bulkhead lines so shown 
on such map shall become and be the established bulkhead liues^ 
and the provisions of this act shall be applicable thereto. 

Seo. 5. Section six of said chapter six hundred and ninetj- 

seven is hereby amended by striking out the words " but said 

Departments shall, upon the requisition of said Commissioners, 

proceed forthwith to do such work and make such improvements 

within the district aforesaid as properly come under their ^^ 

spective powers, as shall be required by the said Commissioners, 

^'^Q^' upon the plan, and in the manner specified by the said Commis- 

SJe^nted sioners," and inserting in the place thereof, as follows : " But the 

oertajn Board of Commissiouers of the Central Park shall hare exch- 

sive power to regulate, grade, pave, sewer, curb and gutter, ani 
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otherwise improve, direct, manage, co&trol and maintain &udi 
^^its of. all streets, aTenues and roads as bonnd and surround 
any public square or place laid out or retained by said Commis- 
sioners as af oresaidy in that portion of the" district mentioned ia 
the first section of this act, which lies west of the Eighth ave- 
nue, m the same manner and to the same extent aa the said 
Commissioners now have and possessi with respect to the im* 
provements of the Sixth and Seventh avenues, in said city, north 
of the Central Park." 

Seo. 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 



From Chapter 853, Laws of 1868 (City Tax Levy).— Central 

Park, maintenance and government of. 

For deficiency on this account, for the year one thousand Maintd. 

nanoe, dofi- 

eight hundred and sixty-seven, thirty-nine thousand six hundred g^^®* 
and seventy-four dollars and ninety-one cents ; and the Board of ^^*^ 
Commissioners of the Central Park is hereby authorized to in- 
clude in the estimate which said Board is now authorized to 
make for moneys, required for the maintenance and government 
of said Park, such further sum not exceeding fifty thousand dol- 
lars annually as said Board may require for that purpose. 



Maintenanoe 
fund. 



From Chapter 853, Laws of 1868 (City* Tax Levy).— Grading 

Eighth avenue. 

For grading that part of the Eighth avenue, the expense of Giadiug 
which by section one of chapter six hundred and thirty-two of avenue, 
the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-six, as amended by chap- 
ter five hujidred and eighty of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
«ixty-seven is to be discharged by tax and not by assessment, ten 



i 
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thousand dollars; and the Street Commissioner shall proceed 

forthwith to regulate and grade the said avenue, according % 

the grade established by the said act as so amended, and the 

cSSgTteMk Eighth Avenue Railroad Company are hereby required to 

during , <• • 

progreasof change their track from time to time, as may be necessary 
during the progress of the work, so that the running of cai-s 
thereon shall be continued without interruption. 



Bailroad 
Company to 



i 
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Chap. 350. 



AN" ACT to authorize the erection of a Soldiers' and Sailors' 
Monument in the City of New York, and to authorize the 
raising of money thereior. 

Passed April 27, 1869 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in Senate 
and Assemblj/j do enact as foUows : 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors of the County of New Board of 

Snperviaora 

York, are hereby authorized, upon the request of the Commis- °^*y ™*l^« 

7 */ 7 JT ^ appropna- 

sioners of the Central Park of the City of New York, to be ^on^^t. 
expressed in writing, and not otherwise, to make such appro- 
priations, not exceeding thirty thousand dollars, as to them may 
be thought proper, to defray the expenses of erecting a Monu- 
ment in said county, to commemorate the services of the Soldiers 
and Sailors of New York County, in the war for the preserva- 
tion of the Union, the same to be located and erected under the Location 

«.•,/-< . . thereof. 

charge and direction of said Commissioners. 



levied. 



Sec. 2. The said Board of Supervisors may levy the amount Tax, how 
so appropriated upon the real and personal property of said 
county liable to taxation, for the purpose authorized in this act. 

Seo. 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 



k 
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Chap. 595. ^ 

AN ACT to authorize the ErectioB and Maintenance of an 

Observatory in the City of New York. 

The Peaf^ of the State of Neuf T&rky ti^esented in Senate 
and AeeenMy^ do enact asfoUowe : 

obaervtttory SECTION 1. The Board of Commissioners oi the Central Park 
^rk. ara hereby authorized to ereet, establidh, eondact and maintain 

on the Central Park, in said city, a Metebrolo^cal and Astro- 
nomical Observato'ry and a Museum of Natural History, and a 
Gallery of Ait, and the buildings thereof, and to provide the 
necessary instruments, fumitiire and equipmentd f of the same. 

Moneys, how ^^* ^* "^^ moucys uecossary for erecting and equipping said 
expended. Observatory, iSluseum and Gallery, and flie buildings therefor, 
and the necessary instruments, furniture, and equipments shall, 
to the extent of a sum, the annual interest of which shall not 
exceed fifteen thousand dollars, be raised, and, in addition to 
BO much of the moneys now authorized for the improvement 
of the Park as said board may elect to use therefor, be 
expended in the same manner as moneys for the construction 
of said Park are now raised and expended under section one, 
two and three* of the chapter eighty-five of the laws of eighteen 
Haibtenanoe buudred and sixty; and the moneys necessary for the main- 
tory. tenance of said Observatory, Muse.um, and Gallery, buildings, 

instruments and equipments, not exceeding thirty thousand 
dollars per annum, shall be provided and expended in the same 
manner as moneys for the maintenance of said Park are now 
raised and expended under section four of the same chapter. 

Sec. S. This act shall take effect immediately. . 
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Chap. 826. 



AN ACT for the improvement of certain parts of Westchester 
Cbunty, Harlem river, and Spuyten Duyvil creek. 

Passed Hay 11, 1869 ; thiee-fif ths being present 

The Pkople of the State of New York^ re^esented in Senate 
and Asse^hly^ do enact as follows : 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Board of Cbmmibsioners survey of 
of the Central Park to cause a proper survey to be made of all ^^^^^ 
that part of the County of Westchester lying west of tlie New com^^"^ 



sioners. 



York, Hai'lem and Albany Kailroad, and south of the southerly 

line of the village of Y onkers, and a line in continuation thereof, 

and to devise and prepare maps, plans and profiles, embracing to prepare 

and showinff such changes in the location, width, coui*ses, wind- etc., to bene^ 

® ° ^ ' ' fit property. 

ings and grades of the streets, avenues and roads now laid out 
within the area above described, as, in their opinion, can be made 
with benefit to the property affected, and to the public interest ; 
and, also, the location, width, courses, windings and grades of Mapstoshow 

location, 

such streets, avenues, roads and public squares and places, as, in ^c-. <>« 
their opinion, can be laid out or discontinued with like benefit, *i°*™^ ^*'- 
including plans for the proper sewerage and drainage gf the land sewerage 
within said area, and for the supply of pure and wholesome o? waS?^ 

•tip 1 1 i» 1 • Improve- 

water therefor, and, also, for the improvement of Harlem river m^itofriver 
and Spuyten Duyvil creek, and the plan and location of all 
bridges, tunnels and other means* of transit across or under said Bridges, 

tunnels, &c 

river and creek. And it shall and may be lawful for the said 
Board of Commissioners, and all persons acting under their 
authority, to enter in the daytime into and upon all lands, tene- Authority to 
.ments and hereditaments which they shall deem it necessary to lands, &c. 
8 
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Report to 
next Legis- 
lature. 



Proviso as to 
fitxeet open- 
ings and Im- 
provementB. 



Authority, 
when to 
expire. 



survey in the performance of their duties under this act. The 
said Board of Commissioners shall report to the Legislature at its € 
next session, the maps, plans and profiles above specified, so far 
as they shall have been able to complete the same, with Buch 
field notes and explanatory remarks as the nature of the subject 
may require, .together with a statejnent of all their proceedings 
under this ac^. No proceeding shall be i had or taken by any 
oflicer or body for any street opening or other public improve- 
ment within the area above described, except that work under 
contracts already made and executed may be done and com- 
pleted, until the said Board of Commissioners shall have made 
the report hereby required, and the Legislature shall have taken 
final action upon the said report, unless the said Board of Com- 
missioners shall concur with the proper officer or body in author- 
izing such opening or improvement. The authority of the said 
Board of Commissioners under this act shall expre on the first 
day of January, which will be in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-one. 



GonHtruction 
of bridge or 
Cturiage- 
way on High 
Bridge to be 
oonftrmed by 
Legifdatore 
and built by 
the Oroton 
Aqueduct 
Board. 



Payment, 
and how to 
for. 



Sec. 2. In case the said Board of Commissioners shall locate a 
bridge or carriage-way over or across the bridge over the Harlem 
river known as the High Bridge, and if upon their report to 
the Legislature as above . provided it shall be confirmed by the 
Legislature, it shall be the duty of the Croton Aqueduct Board, 
and they ara hereby required, to constrjict such bridge or car- 
riage-way without any unnecessary delay, and the Counties of 
New York and Westchester shall, upon the certificate of the 
Croton Aqueduct Board, provide the means to pay for the con- 
struction of such bridge or carriage-way^ in the manner herein- 
after provided, in proportion to the jurisdiction of such counties 
respectively, except that the moneys provided by the County of 
Westchester shall be assessed upon ^uch pieces or parcels of 
land as shall be within such area as the Board of Supervisors of 



^ 
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• . , . ; I • t 

,;-.. ..>' . i • I • ' ■ • 

the said qounty shall determine to be the territory benefited by 
^m finch bridge or carriage-way. 

ft 

Seo. 3. For the payment of all expenses mcnrred under the Aflsesgment 

' * f • ' ■ ■ ^ , ' * " ' . ^ . ' "' and payment 

preceding sections of this act, the Treasurers of the Coiinties of of expenaes 

^ ° ' .' •• • 'n. . . '. ) I. •• T >' • •: . ■ underact 

New York and Westchester, respectively, are hereby required to 
pay over to the proper board such sums of ioaoney as shall be 
certified by the said boards, respectively, as necessary to be raised 
in the said counties, respectively, to carry out the provisions of 
this act, and such sums of money shall be raised and collected by 
the Supervisors of the said counties, respectively, in the manner 
in whicb other moneys in said counties are raised and collected, ' 
except that in the County of Westchester it shall be^the duty of how 

a no o ea o d In 

the Supervisors of the tovms of Yonkers, West Farms and Mor- westobeater 
risania to assess the sums of money specified by the Board of 
Commissioners of the Central Park upon the pieces and parcels 
of land in each of said towns within the area described in the 
first section of this act, ratably, in accordance with the assessed 
valuation of the said pieces and parcels of land, and said sums 
of money shall be included in the assessment rolls of said towns 
in separate columns ; and the money to be raised upon the cer- 
tificate of the Croton Aqueduct Board shall be raised in the 
same manner upon the pieces and parcels of land within the area 
determined by the Board of Supervisors under the second section 
of this act. It shall be the duty of the Receiver of Taxes in each ooueotion by 
town to collect the moneys so assessed in the manner that other 
taxes are collected, and pay the moneys so collected to the 
County Treasurer. 

Sec. 4. The Commissioners of the Central Park shall not in PtfrkCom- 

miasioneni 

any manner interfere with or perform any of the duties imposed J^^^^^ti^ 
upon the Commissioners appointed by the act entitled "An act m^Si^ 
\ for the laying out, opening and closing of streets, roads and miasionera. 



102 

avenues in the town of MorriBania, in the County o£ West- 
chester,"- passed May nineteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
eight, except with the consent of or in conjunction with the said 
Commissioners, nor diall the prohibition as to street openings, 
and other proceedings, contained in the^ first section' of this act, 
apply to the town of Morrisania. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect immediately* 



( 
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Chap. 890. 

AN ACT to alter the map or plan of the City of New York, and 

to carry the alterations into effect. 

Passed May 17, 1869 ; three-fiftiiB being present 

The People of the State of New Yarkj represented m Senate 
amd Assembly y do enact as follows : 

Section 1. Broadway, in the City of New York, between ^^odening of 

part of 

Thirty-fourth and Fifty-ninth streets, shall be widened to the Broadway. 
width of one hundred feet and straightened in the manner 
provided by this act. The Commissioners of the Central Park 
shall, within four months after the passage of this act, lay out central 
that part of Broadway, and locate and establish the easterly miaaonereto 

*• "^ *' lay out and 

and westerly lines thereof in such manner that the street shall S^^J^t 
be of the width prescribed by this act, and also so far as to 
straighten the same wherever practicable ; but no part of either 
the easterly or westerly lines as so located and established shall Location of 

•^ •^ lines. 

be more than one hundred feet from the street as now laid out 
and established; and the said Commissioners shall also have 
power to make that part of Broadway between Thirty-second Additional 

Mva wideniniT* 

and Thiriy-fifth streets, and that part between Forty-second and 
Forty-seventh streets, or any part or parts of either of the said 
parts, of a greater width or widths than one hundred feet, and 
to prescribe and direct what part of the open spaces between 
the said streets caused by the intersection of Broadway with 
one of the avenues of the said city shall be included as 
part of Broadway. The said Commissioners shall cause dupli- 
cate certificates to be made out and certified in such manner 
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oertiflcates ^ ^^J ™&7 direct, defining and describing the easterly 
locauon of and westerly lines of the part of Broadway aforesaid as ^ 
howffled. located and established by them; and also duplicate maps to ^ 
be made out and certified in the same manner, showing the 
widths, courses, and boundaries of that part of Broadway as laid 
out by them, and the distance of each comer formed bv the in- 
tersecting streets from each of the next two comers on the same 
block of ground, and file one of such certificates and one of such 
maps in the office of the Street Commissioner^ and the others in 
the office of the Eegister of the City and County of New York, 
Effect of and the filing of such certificates and maps as hereby provided 

filing. 

shall be final and conclusive as to the extent and boundaries of 

the said improvement and the other matters hereby required to 

Actoappu- be described and shown therein and thereby. The said part of 

2]5*^y as Broadway as laid oiit and established by the said* Oommis^oners 

shall be a jpart of one of the streets of the City of New York in , 

like manner and with thb same effect as if the same had been 

laid out as a public street on the map or plaii of the said city by 

the Comriiissioners appointed in and by the act entitle^ "An act 

relative to improvements touching the laying out of streets and 

roads in the City of New York, and for other purposes,'' pa^sed 

April third, eighteen hundred and seven ; and all acts and parts 

of acts now in force relative to opening, widening, closing, lay- 

ing out, grading, rejgulatibg, sewering, paving, and improving 

streets and avenues in the said city, shall apply to that part of 

Broadway, as so laid out, and to all proceedings under this act, 

SO far as the same are applicable, except as hereinbefore or here- 

Partgof inafter provided. If any part or parts of that part of Broadway 

cioeed'^d as uow laid out shall not be included within the lines of said 

tmued. ^ street as located and established under the provisions of this act, 

such part or parts shall be closed, and the public use thereof 

shall be discontinued, and the map or plan of said city shall be 

changed accordingly. 
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Sec. 2. When the sard CommieBioners shall have caused the said corporation 

CounRel to 

' certificates and maps to^ bcJ prepared arid fijed as ' above directed, JJ^^J* *^® 
the Corporation Connsel is hereby authorized and required, for 
and in behalf of the Mayor, Aldehwen, and Commonalty of the 
City of New Torkyand for public tise, to acquire title, in their, 
name, to the lands required to widen and st:faightto Broadway 
MP the manner described in said certificates; tand shown upon said 
maps ; and for that purpose to apply to the Suprefiae Court, at 
any Special Term thereof held in the First Judicial District, for 
the appointment of three Commissioners of Estimate and Assess- Appoint- 

^^ mentof 

ment for such widening- and straightening of Broadway ; and it SoS^^ 
shall be .the duty of the Corporation Counsel to perform all Asaessmo^ 
necessary legal services in the proceedings authorized by this act, 
without any additional compensation beyond tiie salary and 
allowances nofw provided by law. The Commissioners so ap- 
pointed may assess upon the Maybr, Alderman, and Commonalty Aasessment 

*^ ./ r J y 7 J of expenses 

of the City of New York such part cff the expeiise of widening and ^^ ^' 
straightening Broadway as hereby authorized ias in their opinion 
may be just ^nd equitable, provided that'suc^h assessment shall 
not exceed in amount one-third of the total dxpense of the said 
improvement ; but iMs limitation shall only apply to the assess- 
ment to be made tinder the lautfcority her0ina1:)ovfe given, and are 
authorized and cEreeted in 'iheir Import to the Supreme Court, Time for «- 

^ . tual opening 

Wliich shall fee made withim -eight months after their appoint- ^^^J* 
ment, to des^ate the time fo5* the actual Opening of that part 
of Broadway so to be wideiaed and straighl'e&ed. And, immedi- 
ifttely safter the expiration of the time so designated, all buildings semovai of 

boildings. 

and parts of buildings oli the line of said i'mproVement shall be 
removed ; und the said street shall be regulated anfd graded by how legu- 

lated and 

(^ department of the city government hiaviug cognizance ^3»ded. 
thereof. The said Commissioners slitall make a just and equita- 
ble assessment of the loss and damages, if any, over and above EBtimate of 

damages and 

the benefit and advantage, or of the benefit And advantage, if ^>enefit8. 



of street 
cloeed. 
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any, over and above the Iobs and damage, as the case may be, to 
the respective owners, lessees, parties, and persons respectively^ 
entitled unto or interested in the lands and premises required 
District of for or affected by the said proceedings, but they shall not 

aasessment 

MdS^- ™*^® ^^7 8^^^ estimate and assessment for benefit and advan- 
^Sd?**'^ tage upon any lands and premises south of Twenty-third street, 
nor east of Fifth avenue south of Thirty-sixth street, nor east 
of Sixth avenue north of Thirty-sixth street, nor north of 
Eighty-sixth street, nor west of Sixth avenue south of Thir- 
tieth street, nor west of Seventh avenue soutli of Thirty-fifth 
street, nor west of Eighth avenue south of Forty-fifth street, 
nor west of Ninth avenue south of Fifty-fifth street, nor west 
Rights of ^f Eleventh avenue north of Fifty-fifth street. If any part or 
o^«S^ parts of Broadway shall be closed under the provisions of this 
Owners may ^ct, auy owucr of land now fronting on Broadway, abutting on 
&<N^part any part so closed, may acquire an exclusive right, title, and 
interest of, in and to so much of any part so closed as Ues be- 
tveen the present front line of the land owned by him, and the 
line of Broadway as it may be so as aforesaid located and estab- 
lished and two lines repectively drawn at right angles to a 
line parallel with the Seventh avenue, from the northerly and 
southerly ends of the present front lines of the land owned by 
him, upon paying to the Chamberlain of the City of New York, 
for the Mayor, Aldermen, and Conmionalty of the said city the 
amount of any award by the said Commissioners of Estimate 
and Assessment, for the discontinuance of the public use of the 
land such owner is so entitled to acquire, and also paying to 
the said Chamberlain, for the parties entitled thereto, the amount 
of any award by the said Commissioners for the reversionary 
. interest in such lands, or any part thereof ; and no person shall 
acquire or be vested with any right, title or interest in or to any 
such land, until he shall have actually paid to the said Chamber- 
lain the amount of such awards, with interest thereon from the i 
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day of the confirmation of the report of the said Commissionere ; 
^ but no award shall be made for the reversionary interest, in case 
the parties having such interest shall be entitled to acquire the 
land. All av^ards to the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of PaymentB of 

awards. 

the City of New York shall be placed, by the Chamberlain, to 
the credit of the sinking fund of said city ; and any and all 
other awards shall be paid by him to the parties entitled thereto, 
provided, however, that the public use of any piece of land for 
which an award is made for the reversionary interest shaU not 
be discontinued, nor shall that part of the street be held to be 
closed until the party entitled to the award for the reversionary 
interest shall, by accepting such award, release his interest in the 
land for which the award is made. The land acquired under 
this section shall be liable, proportionately with other land, to be 
assessed for benefit by this improvement. Nothing in this act Easterly iine 

of Sixth ave- 

contained shall be construed to authorize any alteration of the ntienottoije 

"^ altered. 

easterly line of the Sixth avenue. 

Sbc. 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Chap- 689. 

AN ,ACT to eataWieJi |a ^u^Uc Plaee in ,the. City of New York 

> Pmued ^Kf'7^ 1819 ; ilirect^AfUis beiag pnaaat 

The People of- the State of New York, represented in Senate 
wnd Assembly J do enact a^ follows : 

PubUo piAoe Section 1. All the land in the City of New York, bonnded 

at Ninth " 

bSS^SS^ westerly by the Ninth avenue, easterly by the road or public 
street. drive, and southerly by Sixty-third street, being a triangular 

piece of land, shall be hereafter known on the map or plan of 
said city as a public place, in like manner and with the same 
effect as if the same had been laid out under and by virtue of 
the act entitled "An act to alter the Map or Plan of certain 
portions of tlie City of New York, and for the laying out and 
improvement of the «ame," passed April twenty-four, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, and all the provisions of said act 
shall be applicable to said public place hereby laid out and 
established, except that all the damages, expenses and costs 
connected with the laying out of said public place shall be as- 
sessed upon and paid by the property benefited by the laying out 
of the same. 

Seo. 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 



1.09 
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Chap. 44. 

AN ACT to alter the map or plan of the City of New York. 

Paeeed March 3, 1870 ; three-fifths being present. 

The People of the State of Ifew YorJc^ represented m Senate 
and AssetrMy^ do enact as follows : 

Section 1. All that part or portion of One Hundred and Laying oat 
Thirty-sixth street, in the City of New York, as laid down on 8**^*^ 
the map made by the commissioners appointed by an act entitled 
"An act relative to improvements touching the laying out of 
streets and roads in the City of New York, and for other pur- 
poses," passed April third, eighteen hundred and seven, lying 
between the easterly line of the new road or drive authorized to 
be and actually laid out by and under and pursuant to chapter 
five hundred and sixty-five of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
sixty-five, and the centre line of the Bloomingdale road as it ex- 
isted at the time of the enactment aforesaid, is hereby declared 
to be and is made a public street of the same width and dimen- 
sions as fixed by the said commissioners in and by their said 
map. 

Sec. 2. The Commissioners of the Central Park are hereby commission- 
authorized and directed, immediately upon the passage of this central 
act, to apply, on behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty SJJ^e 
of the (vity of New York, to the Supreme Court in the First Judi- appointment 

(rfoommla- 

cial District, for the appointment of Commissioners of Estimate ^^^f" 
and Assessment for the opening of said part or portion of said "*«™*^*- 
One Tlimdred and Thirty-sixth str^t mentioned in the firet sec- 
tion of this act, and all laws applicable to the opening of streets 
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or avenues in said city, and the acquisition of title to the same| 
now in force, shall apply to all proceedings in regard to t] 
opening and acquiring title to said part or portion of said One] 
Hundred and Thirty-sixth street. 



Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 



Ill 



t 

Chap. 593. 

AN" ACT in relation to regulating and g^ding the Eighth 

avenue, in the City of New York. 

Passed May 3, 1870 ; three^fifths being presenlM 

TJie People of the State of New York^ represented m Senate 
and Assemblyy do enact as follows : 

Section 1. The Eighth avenue, from Fifty-ninth street to One fiegniatuigv 

_^ grading^ and 

Hundred and Twenty-second street, shall be regulated, graded, ^^^^ 
and improved, according to the grades as established by chap- SJ&SSSt 
ter six hundf ed and thirty-two of the laws of eighteen hundred stwet. 
and sixty-six, as amended by chapter five hundred tod eighty of 
the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, except that such 
grades north of Ninety-second street are hereby modified and 
changed so that the said avenue, north of said street, shall be 
graded and regulated as follows : Commencing at the intersec- 
tion of the central line of Ninety-second street with the centre 
line of the Eighth avenue, at an elevation of one hundred tod 
fifteen feet above the high-water line, and running thence in a 
straight line along the centre line of said avenue to the intersec- 
tion of the centre line of One Hundredth street, at such rate of 
descent as to intersect the same at an elevation eighty-three feet 
above the high-water line; thence, on a level line along the 
centre line of said avenue to the intersection of the centre 
line of One Hundred and Fifth street ; thence, on a straight 
line along the centre line of said avenue to the intersection 
of the centre line of One Hundred and Tenth street, at 
such rate of descent as to intersect the same at an elevation 
fifty feet above the high-water line, and thence on a straight 
line along the centre line of said avenue to the intersection 
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of the centre line of One Hundred and Twenty-second street, at 
such rate of descent as to intersect the same at an elevatiori( 
twenty-five feet three inches above the high-water line ; and the 
commiBrion* Commissioner of Public Works shall forthwith proceed to ecrade 

er of PubUo ^ . ° . 

^t^te^uid ^^^ regulate the said avenue according to the grade so estab- 
^th**lve- lished as hereby changed and modified, and shall, within sixty 



nne. 



days after the passage of this act, makke contracts for such work 
in the manh^r directed by said chapter six hundred and thirty- 
two as so amended, and all the provisions of said chapter six 
hundred and thirty-two as so amended^ and %lso the provision in 
chapter eight hundred! and fifty-three of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight relative to the grade of the Eighth 
dvenue, are hereby continued and applied to the said grade as 
hereby changed and modified, except that the several chapters 
aforesaid are hereby amended by striking out the words " Street 
Commissioner" whierever they occur, and inserting in place 
thereof the words " Commissioner of Public Works," and also 
by striking out the words " Commissioners of the Central Park " 
wherever they occur, and inserting in place thereof the words 
" Commissioners of Public Parks ;" and except that the second 
and third sections of the said chapter six hundred and thirty-twoi 
commiaaion- as SO amended are hereby repealed. The Comnaissioner of Pub- 

cor of PaWio . " . * 

dh^^tow ^^^ Works shall have power, within six months from and after 
^^ the passage of this act, to change the grade between the Eighth 
Eighth and and Ninth avenues of any streets intersecting the Eighth avenue, 
between Fifty-ninth street and One Hundred and Twenty-second 
street, in such manner as will best make such grades cQnform to 
the grade of the Eighth avenue, and a map or profile showing 
such grades as so changed, certified by the said Commissioner, 
shall, within the said six months, be filed in the office of the 
Comptroller of the City of New York. 

Ssa 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 



Ninth aye- 
Bues. 
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Chap. 626. 

AN ACT to alter the map or plan of a portion of the City of 
New York, and for the improvement of the sabaie. 

Passed May 5, 1870 ; three-fifths being present 

The Pecyple of' the State of New Torh^ represewted vri Senate 
and Assembly^ da enact a»follow9 : 

Section 1. The Department of Public Parks shall have and Departnmt 

of puMio 

posBesfi exclusive powefr to' lay Out and establish^ of subh width, J^^gJ^^ 
extent and direction as to them shall seem mdst? conducive to ^d^SS 
public good, a broad street or avenue, to be designated thfe avenues. 
" Eastern Boulevard '' (or such othfer name as they shall deter- 
mine), together with such other streets or avenues iets shall be by 
them deemed proper to connect said boulevard with the Central 
Park and the East river, or otherwise, and also to widein or other* 
wise alter, retain or discontinue any avenues or streets now laid 
out or designated on the mapor plan of the City of New York, 
and also to lay out and establish any public squares or places Pawio 

squares SDd 

along the line and contiguous to said boulevard, or otherwise, «»s. 
and also to alter, amend and establish the grades of such new 
streets or avenues, and to alter or amend th6 present gradifes of 
any street, avenue or I'oad that may be retained by them wittiin 
that portion of the City of New York which is bounded as fol- 
lows: Southerly by the northerly side of Fifty-seventh' street; Boundaiyof 
westerly by the westerly side of Fifth avenue, from Fif ty-SeVenth 
street to One Hundred and Tenth street, and by che easteriiy side of 
Sixth avenue, from One Hundred and Tenth street to the Harlem 
river; northerly by the Harlem river ; and easterly by the Har- 
lem and East rivers. 
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Vowa to Sec. 2. It shall be lawful for the said department, and for all per- 

eater upon , t i • 

lands, &e. goDB acting Under their aathoritj, to enter in the day time into aud»f 
upon all lands, tenements and hereditaments which they shall deem 
jiecessary to be sarveyed, used or converted for the laying out, 
opening and forming of any such streets, avenues, roads, public 
places or squares ; and the said department shall, in all cases of 
laying out streets, avenues, roads, public places and squares, and 
in the establishment of grades, as in this act provided, cause to 
be made two similar maps or plans, showing the streets, avenues, 
roads, public squares and places, which they shall lay out, retain 
or alter, as aforesaid, showing the location, width and extent of 

Mape, by the samc, and also two similar maps or plans showing the grades 

whom to be • 

toSSw *^d ^** ^"l^^^l be amended or established by them for the streets, 
m^*^^ avenues, roads, public squares and places so laid out or retained 
by them, and the said maps or plans, when so made, shall be certi- 
fied by one of the officers of the Department of Public Parks, 
and one of said maps, showing the width, extent and loca- 
tion of the streets, avenues, roads, public squares and places so 
laid out, established and retained, and one of said maps showing 
the grades as so amended or established, shall be filed by such 
officer, and remain of record in the office of the Department of 
Public Works of said city, and the other shall remain of record 
in the office of said Department of Public Parks. 

M^patobe Sec. 8. The maps and plans, when made and filed as aforesaid, 
shall be final and conclusive, as well in respect to the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New York as in respect 
to the owners and occupants of lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments within the boundaries aforesaid, and in respect to all other 
persons whomsoever, with the same intent and effect as if the same 
had been laid out and established by the commissioners appointed 
in and by the act entitled "An act relative to improvements touch- 
ing the laying out of streets and roads in the City of New Yoik, 



final* 
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and for other purposes/' passed April third, eighteen hundred and what 
^even ; and all streets, avenues, roads, public squares, and places, S^gJ^t^ 
and the grades therefor, heretofore laid out and established within ^' 
the district mentioned in the first section of this act, which shall . 
not be shown or retained on the maps to be filed by the depart- 
ment as before mentioned, shall, from and after tlie time of 
filing of said maps, cease to be or remain public streets, avenues, 
roads, squares, or places. And the abutting owners on such of Abutting 

owners. 

said streets, avenues, and roads as have been opened or ceded, 
and as shall be abandoned or closed under tlie provisions of this 
act, shall become and be seized in fee simple absolute therein to 
the centre line thereof in front of his or their lands respectively, 
except where such streets, avenues, or roads shall, on said maps, 
have been retained or taken for other public use, but subject, 
however, to any existing right of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
monalty of the City of New York, to maintain and keep in order 
any sewer, Croton water aqueduct, or pipe, or the appurtenances 
thereof that may have been constructed in any street, avenue, or 
road so closed. All damage to any land, or to any building or Damages, 

how to be 

Other structure thereon, existing at the time of the passage of pwd. 
this act, or any street, avenue, or road laid out on the map of the 
City of New York within the district specified in the first sec- 
tion of this act, by reason of closing such street or altering the 
grade thereof, shall be ascertained and paid in the manner spe- 
cified in sections three and four of an act entitled "An act to 
make permanent the grades of the streets and avenues in the 
City of New York," passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-two. And whenever said Department of Public Parks shall 
deem it proper so to do, they may file maps, plans, or surveys in 
^the manner before provided, showing the streets, avenues, and 
public squares or places which they have determined to lay out, 
abandon, close, or retain within any particular section of the dis- 
trict mentioned in the first section of this act, and of the grades 
9 
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Acquisition 
of title to 
squares, 
roacUs ^<!* 



Mode of 
aoqnisitioii. 



Whoxn&ybe 

aaeeaaedfor 

benefits. 



Duty of Cor- 
poration 
OoonseL 



therefor ; and from and after the filing of said maps as afore- 
said, the powers of said Department of Public Parks to lay out^ 
widen, abandon, close, or alter any street, avenue, road, public 
square, or place within such section of said district, shall abso- 
lutely cease and determine. 

Sec. 4. The Department of Public Parks, for and in behalf of 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of New Fort, 
are authorized to acquire title for the use of the public to any of 
the public squares and places, streets, avenues, c^ roads that may 
be laid out or retained by them under this act, whenever they 
shall deem it for the public interest so to do ; and such Depart- 
ment shall, for that purpose., make application to the Supreme 
Court, in the jBJst judicial district, for the appointment of Commis- 
sioners of Estimate and Assessment, specifying in such application 
the lands required for that purpose, and such proceedings to 
acquire title to such lands shall be had pursuant to such acts as 
shall then be in force relative to the opening of public squares 
and places, streets, avenues and roads in the City of New York, 
except that in such proceedings said Department of Public 
Parks shall act in lieu and place of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commonalty of the City of New York ; except, also, that the 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, who may be appointed 
as herein provided, may assess for such openings all such parties 
and persons, lands and tenements, al^ they may deem to be 
heneSt^ by such improvements to the extent which such com- 
missioners deem such persons, parties, lands and tenements 
benefited thereby ; and it shall be the duty of the Counsel to the 
Corporation of the City of New York to perform all the legal 
Services required of him in the proceedings authorized by 
this act, without any additional ccmipensation beyond the salary 
and allowances now provided by law; and the said eastern 
boulevard, and also all such public squares and places as shall 
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be laid out, altered, or retained by the Department of Public Eastern 

boulevard 

^|Parks as aforesaid, shall, immediately after the same are laid out J^ be^^r 
and opened, be and remain under the control and management ^^toent 

ol Public • 

of the Department of Public Parks, as to the regulating, grading, Parks, 
paving, sewering, and otherwise improving and niaintaining the 
same. 

Sec. 6. The Comptroller of the City of New York is hereby Duty of 

Comptroller 

authorized and directed to deposit to the- credit of the Depart- otdty. 
ment of Public Parks, with such bank or trust company as shall 
be designated by such Department, such sums of money as said 
Department shall from time to time require for payment for any 
work, services, or material furnished under any contract, pro- 
ceeding, or otherwise, for laying out, opening, regulating, 
grading, or otherwise improving any street, avenue, road, public 
square, or place, the construction or maintenance of which, by 
law, is or shall be under the direction, control, and managei^ent 
of said Department of Public Parks, specifying on what particu- , 
lar work or proceedings said money is required ; and, to enable 
said Comptroller to raise such money and so deposit it, he is hereby comptroller 
authorized and empowered to borrow from time to time, in the bonds, &o. 
name of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the City of 
New York, by the issue of bonds bearing such rate of interest 
as he may deem proper, not exceeding seven per cent, per 
aJiBum, such sum as shall be necessary to pay all expenses in- 
curred or to be incurred as aforesaid; and, whenever such 
expenses or any part thereof is afterward collected by 
assessment from the property benefited by such work 
or works, the proceeds of such assessments, so to be laid . 
and collected for each and every such work or works, 
are hereby pledged for the redemption of the bonds so to 
be issued, and the remainder or deficiency necessary for the 
redemption of said bonds, and the interest thereon, shall be certi- 
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Tax for 

payment 

thereof. 



fled by said Comptroller to the Supervisors of the County of New 
York as soon as the same shall be ascertained by him, and be by|[ 
the said Supervisors included and raised in the then next levy for 
annual taxes in the City and County of New York, and be ap- 
plied to the final and full redemption of said bonds, and the 
interest thereon. 



Parts of 
oerfcain acts 
made appli- 
cable. 



Power to 
improve 
eastern 
boulevard 
and places. 



Sec. 6. All acts and parts of acts now in force in relation to 
the opening, widening, laying out, grading, regulating, sewering, 
and otherwise improving streets, avenues, roads, public squares, 
and places in the City of New York, and the assessment and col- 
lection of the expenses for the same, which are not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, are hereby declared to be appli- 
cable to this act, the same as if they were incorporated herein. 

■ 

Skg. 7. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed ae iu 
any. way authorizing any interference with, or exercise of, any of 
the powers and duties now conferred by law or ordinance upon 
the Department of Public Works or the Commissioner thereof, 
in relation to the regulating, grading, paving, sewering, curbing, 
guttering, or flagging of streets, roads and avenues, except as to 
said ^' Eastern Boulevard," and the public squares and places laid 
out or retained under this act, and the powers herein conferred 
upon said Department of Public Parks shall be deemed only to 
extend to such " Eastern Boulevard," and public squares and 
places. 



Sec. 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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(From City Charter. ) 



Chap. 137. 

AN ACT to reorganize the local government of the city of 

New York. 

Passed April 5^ 1870 — ^three-fifths being present. 

AETICLE FOUETH: 

OF THE OO-ORDINATE CITY DEPARTMENTS GENERALLY. 

Sec. 29. All the heads of departments hereinafter mentioned, Heads of De- 

partmoits 

except of the departments of finance and law, shall be appointed Jg*®^*®^ ^^ 
by the mayor, as hereinafter provided. Any provision of law 
giving to the governor power to remove any officer of the city 
government referred to in this act is hereby repealed. The 
common council shall have the power of impeachment of the 
mayor by resolution of two-thirds of all the members elected in J^^°^" 
each board. The mayor shall have the power of impeaching 
all heads of departments. In case the mayor shall be impeached, 
his assent to the resolution shall not be requisite. The court 
for the trial of impeachments shall be the full court of common 
pleas of the city and county of New York. It shall be the duty 
of the said court to define, by rule, the mode of impeachment " 
and trial of charges. If the court decide that the charges are 
sustained, the office of the impeached officer shall become 
vacant. 
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depart- gjjo. 30. There shall be the following other depai-tments in 

said city : | 

Finance Department. 
Law Department. 
Police Department. 

■ 

Department of Public Works. 

Department of Public Charities and Correction. 

Fire Department. 

Health Department. 

Department of Public Parks. 

Department of Buildings. 

Department of Docks. 

Departments Sec. 31. The Said departments shall, at such times as the 

to report to i t . • -i #• • i 

the Mayor, major may direct, make to him, m such form and under such 
rules as he may prescribe, reports of the operaticms and action 
of the same and each of them, and shall always, when required 
by himj furnish to him such information as he may demand 
within such time as he may direct. 

Heads of Seo. 32. Thc heads of all departments, except as otherwise 

Departments 

^appoint specifically directed herein, shall have power to appoint and re- 
oth^^^aSd^ move all chiefs of bureaux (except the chamberlain), as also all 
clerks, officers, employee, and subordinates, in their respective 
departments. The number of all officers, clerks, employes, and 
subordinates in every department, except the police and fire 
departments, with their respective salaries or compensation, shall 
be such as the head of each department shall designate and 
approve, except that the aggregate expense thereof shall not 
exceed the total amount duly appropriated by law to each 
department for such purposes. I 
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ARTICLE TWELFTH. 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. 

/ 
% 

Sec. 94. The department of public parks shall control and 
manage all public parks and public places above Canal street, 
which are of the realty of the city of New York. 

Sec. 95. This department shall be under the charge of a 
board, to consist of five members, who shall be appointed by the 
mayor, and shall respectively hold office for terms of five years. 

Seo. 96. All provisioaj of law which provide for the main- 
tenance and government of the Central Park, or grant powers 
and devolve duties upon, or award allowance for carriage-hire 
to, the commissioners of the Central Park, oy provide salary to 
the comptroller of said paA, shall apply to the department of 
parks hereby established, and to the Qommift^iojiers and comp- 
troller thereof respectively. 
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(City Tax Levy.) 



Chap. 833, Laws of 1870. 

AN ACT to make further provisioii for the govemmeiit of the 

city of New York. 

Fused April 26, 1870 ; three-fifths being present. 

DEPAETMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. 

(Bztraot from Section 1.) 

Maintenance Maintenance and govemmeiit of Central Park, two hundred 
Park. and fifty thousand dollars; maintenance and government of 

Central park, for arrears for year eighteen hundred and sixty- 
nine, twenty-seven thousand three hundred and fifty-seven dol- 
lars and eight cents; maintenance of museum and observatory, 
Improve- thirty thousand dollars; for improvement of Mount Morris 
Mount Mor- squarc, fifteen thousand dollars; for improvement of Mount 

lis square. ''• 

Morris square, for arrears for year eighteen hundred and sixty- 
nine, one thousand three hundred and fifty-six dollars and fifty 
cents; west line of Central park, adapting same to line of Eighth 
avenue, twenty-five thousand dollars; for parks and places, 
ninety-five thousand dollars. 

Provifflonfor For redeeming and cancelling the bonds of the mayor, alder- 

the payment ^^ *i * 

ii^for ™^^j *^d commonalty of the city of New York, issued by the 
pEc place, comptroller of said city, under the provisions of chapter six hun- 
dred and ninety-seven, laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, 
for improving the public place, circular in form, at the intersec- 
tion of the Eighth avenue and Fifty-ninth street, in said city, 
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forty thonsand dollars and for the completion of said pnblic 
^ place, the farther sum of ten thousand dollars. 



Members of 



Sec. 15. No member of the board of the department of public sSnot to 
parks, shall receive any salary or other compensation for his ser- aaiatj! 
\dces in any capacity connected with said department. 



The said department of parks is hereby directed to perfect the pifty-ninth 

r r J r street rail- 

Boulevard on the southerly side of the Central park, in Fifty- J5^^*^^^ 

ninth street, by removing therefrom the railway tracks of the ^^ 
iNorth, East, and Central Park Kailroad Company; and permis- 
sion is hereby given to said company to lay double tracks, in 
lieu of tracks so removed in Fifty-eighth street, to connect suita- 
bly with their other tracks, now laid in the Eleventh and First 
avenues. 



The road or public drive laid out on the map or plan of the TheSouie- 

Tard to be 

city of New York, by the commissioners of the Central park, under the 
pursuant to the provisions of chapter five hundred and sixty- ^pSSS"^* 
five, laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-five, shall thereafter 
be known as "The Boulevard," and shall be wholly under the 
care, management, and control of the department of public 
parks; and as to the use thereof, the said department shall have, 
possess, and enjoy all the powers now or hereafter possessed, 
enjoyed, or exercised by said commissioners, in respect to the 
Central park, in said city. 



Sec. 16. All parks and public grounds, south of Canal street, parks south 
shall hereafter be under the control and management of the street 
department of public parks; and nothing in any act contained 
shall be deemed, construed, or taken to abrogate or impair any 
powers or duties conferred on the said department of public 
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Powers of 
Central Park 
Commis- 
rioners con- 
ferred upon 
the Depart- 
ment ci 
PubUc 
Parks. 



Estimate 
for main- 
tenance, 
govern- 
ment, im- 
provement, 
&c. 



parks, by virtue of article twelve, of chapter one hundred and 
thirty-seven, laws of one thousand eight hundred and seventy ;# 
and all acts conferring powers and devolving duties upon the 
board of conunissioners of the Central park are hereby trans- 
ferred to and conferred upon the said department of public 
parks; but no action of the board composing said department 
shall be deemed final or binding unless it shall have received 
the approval of a majority of the said board, whose names 
shall be recorded in its minutes. The department of public 
parks is hereby authorized to include in the estimate, which said 
department is authorized to make for money required for the 
maintenance and government of the Central park, such further 
sum as may be annually required, for the maintenance, govern- 
ment, and improvement of the several parks, roads, and avenues 
imder the control of said department. 
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Chap. S85. 

AN ACT to regulate the hours of labor of mechanics, working- 
men, and laborers in the employ of the state, or otherwise en- 
gaged on public works. 



Apnl 26, ism 

• 

The People of the State of New Yorh^ represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Section 1. On and after the passage of this act, eight hours Eight hours 

a day's work. 

shall constitute a legal day's work for all classes of mechanics, 
workingmen, and laborers, excepting those engaged in farm and 
domestic labor, but overwork for an extra compensation by 
agreement between employer and employee, is hereby permitted. 

Sec. 2. This act shall apply to all mechanics, workingmen, and Act to apply 

to all me- 

laborers now or hereafter employed by the state or any munici- ci"«»i<». ^^ 
pal corporation therein, through its agents or officers, or in the 
employ of persons contracting with the state or such corporation 
for performance of public works. 

Sec. 3. Any officer or officers, or agents of this state or of ^®°*4^^^'J 
such corporation, who shall openly violate or otherwise evade ^^* 
the provisions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of malfeasance 
in office, and be liable to suspension or removal accordingly by 
the governor or head of the department to which such officer is 
attached. 
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Violation of Sbc. i. Ajij party or parties contracting with the state or any 

law a miflde- 

^^^md guch corporation, who shall fail to comply with, or secretly | 
^** evade the provisions hereof, by exacting and requiring more, 

hours of labor, for the compensation agreed to be paid per day, 
than is herein fixed, shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished by a fine not less than 
one hundred nor exceeding five hundred dollars, and in addition 
thereto, shall forfeit such contract, at the option of the state. 

Sec. 6. Chapter eight hundred and fifty-six of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, entitled "An act to limit the 
hours of labor constituting a day's work to eight hours," passed 
May ninth, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, is hereby repealed. 

Sec, 6. This act shall take effect immediately. | 



1 
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Chap. 805. 

AN ACT, making^ certain alterations in the map or plan of the 

city of New York. 

t^assdd Hay 81, 1870 ; three^^fifths being present. 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in Senate 
and Assembly J do enact as follows : 

Section 1. The streets desi^ated on the map or plan of the 
city of New York as Fifty-second, Fifty-third, and Fifty-fourth 
streets shall be extended westwardly from the Eleventh avenue 
and continued in a straight line to the North or Hudson river. 

Sec. 2. The commissioners of the department of public parks 
are hereby authorized and directed, in behalf of the mayor, 
aldermen, Mid commonalty of the city of New York, and for 
public use, within three months after the passage of this act^ to 
apply by petition to the supreme court at any special term 
thereof held in the first judicial district, for the appointment of 
commissioners of estimate and assessment for the opening and 
extending of said streets as hereby provided ; and all the laws 
now in force relative to the opening of streets in the city of New 
York not inconsistent with this act shall be applicable to the pro- 
ceeding had relative to opening and extending of said streets ; 
and it shall be the duty of the counsel to the corporation of the 
city of New Yoi*k to perform all the legal services required of 
him in the proceeding authorized by this act, without any addi- 
tional compensation beyond the salary and allowance now pro- 
vided by law. The assessment for each opening and extending 
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shall, upon confirmation of the report of the commission of esti- 
mate, become a lien upon the lands assessed, and such assess- 1 
ments may be collected and be enforced in the manner now pro- 
vided by law relative to assessments for opening streets in said 
city. 

Sec. 3. The final report of the commissioners of estimate 
and assessment herein authorized to be appointed, shall be pre- 
sented to a special term of the supreme court of the first judicial 
district for confirmation, within six months after their appoint- 
ment ; and in case of a failure to make such report within such 
time; they and each of them shall not be entitled to receive any 
fees or compeneaidoH for his or their services as such commis- 
sioner or oommiesioners of estimate and asseai^ment. 

Sjbc. 4. All acts or portions of acts, so far as they conflict with 
the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Ssc. 5. This act shall take effect immediately. 



i 



STATUTES OF 1870, 



ftfi:6PECttK(} 



% ft <• <• 




uri 



BEINt^ TfiB 
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'(jiisip. 137. 

AN ACT to reorganize the local government of the city 

of New York. 

Passed April 5, 1870 ; three-fifths being pretient. 

As amended Iby an act entitled " Ah act to make further 
provision f Or the .gavernment of the city of New York,'^ 
passed April 26, 1870 ; three-flftihis being present* 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in 
iSenate uHd A^^hly^ dd 6nact asfdUavis : 

AETICLE FIRST. 

The Corporate Powers* 

Sbction 1. The corporation now existing and known corporate 

by the name of " The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty 

of llie city of New Tork,^' shall (iOntihue to be a body 

polititi and c6rp6rat^, in :fect and in n6m^, by the sathe 

name, and shall hkve {^rpetuid succec^ioh with all the 

grants, pbwefs and privileges heretofore held by the 

mayor, aldennen, and commonally of the city of New 

Yorik) and not modified, or repealed by the provisions 

hereinafter made by this act. 
10 



name. 
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aldennea 
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AETICLE SECOND. 

Of IteyltlatiTe Poorer. 

Sec. 2. The legislative power of the said corporation 
shall continue to be vested in a board of aldermen, and a 
board of assistant aldermen, who together shall form the 
common council of the city of New Tork. 

Sec. 3. The board of aldermen shall consist of fifteen 
members, to be elected upon a general ticket from the 
city at large. 

Sec. 4. The board of assistant aldermen shall consist of 
one assistant alderman, to be elected in each assembly dis- 
trict. 



Sec. 5. Such aldermen and assistant aldermen shall be 
elected as hereinafter provided. 



Fint elec- 
tion of 
aldermen 
and assis- 
tant alAer- 
men. 



Present 
boards, 
when 
sospeinded. 



Sec. 6. The first election for aldermen and assistant 
aldermen shall take place at the judicial election, to be 
held in the city and county of New York, on the third 
Tuesday in May, in the year edghteen hundred and 
seventy, and the aldermen and assistant aldermen then 
elected shall take office on the first Monday in June 
following, at noon, and then supersede the common coun- 
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cil now in office, whose terms of office shall then end. 
The aldermen and assistant aldermen so elected in May, Term of 

offloe of al- 

eighteen hundred and seventy, shall hold office until the ^SSSt""** 
first Monday in January, which will be in the year eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-two. There shall be aldermen 
and assistant aldennen elected at the general election in 
November, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, and annu- 
ally the;reafter at every succeeding general election, who 
shall take office at noon on the first Monday of January 
in each and every year following their election. All the 
provisions of law relating to the judicial election to be 
held in May, eighteen hundred and seventy, in so far as 
they are applicable, shall apply to tha first election under 
this act for such aldermen and assistant aldermen, and all 
the provisions of law relating to general elections in the 
city of New York, so far as they are applicable in respect 
to the manner of conducting elections and the canvass 
and estimate of votes, shall apply to every succeeding 
election for aldermen and assistant aldermen. 

Sbo. 7. Each board of the common coimcil shall have vacancies, 

spedlEU. eleo- 

power to direct a special election to be held to supply *^**'^.^^ 
Ae place of any member whose seat shall become vacant, 
and the person elected to supply such vacancy shall hold 
his seat for the residue of the term of his immediate pre- 
decessor! 
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* 

Qoonun. SsG. 8. The boardfi shall xaeet in ^leparate -^iiambera, 

a^d a majoritj of each aball be a quorum. 

oiganiasBiioa Seg. 9. Each board ^Uall 

powers of 
oonunon 

coo^^i- 1, Choose a president from its own membetis ; 

2. Appoint a «ierk «nd olflier affieers ; 
8. Determine the rules of its own proceedings ; 

4. Be the judgQ of the returns of election, and the 
right of election and qualifications of its own members ; 

5. Keep a jj.ouni^} of its proceedings ; J 

6. Sit with open doors, except when the public welfare 
diall require «eerecy ; and 

7. Shall have authority to compel the attendance of 
absent members ; and to punish its members for disor- 
derly behavior ; and to expel a member with a concurrence 
of two-thirds of the members elected to the board. 

ipeot of Seo. 10. Every member expelled from either board E&all 

expulsion. 

thereby forfeit all his rights and power as an alderman or 
assistant alderman. 

Meetings. gsQ. U. The Stated and occasional meetinj^s of each 
board shall be regulated by its own resolutions and rules, 
and both boards may meiet at the same time, or on dif*- 
ferent days, as they may severally judge expedient. 

i 
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Sec. 13. Eveiy legislative act of tlie common conncil Legislative 
shall be by resolution or ordinance, and every ordinance 
or joint resolution shall, before it shall take effect, be pre- 
sentedj duly certified, to the mayor for his approvaL 

Sbo. 13. The mayor shall return such ordinance or res- Mayor to 

retnni 

olution to the board in which it or^nated, within ten Si^SSng; 
days after recetving it, or st the next meeting, of su^ 
board. 

Sec. 14. If he approve it, he shall sign it. If he disap- Approval or 

'^^ ' ^ ^ disapprovaL 

prove, he shall specify his objections thereto. If he. do 
not return it with such disapproval within the time above 
specified, it shall take effect as if he had approved it. 

Sec. 15. Such objections of the mayor shall be entered objectioiui 

entered in 

at large on the journal of the board to which they are ^**°™*^ 
sent. 

Saa Ift^ The board towhioh such ordinance or resolu* 
tion shall have been returned swith*^ objeotioiifi, shall, after 
the. expiration ' of i n^t- less i than^< tto days ' thereafter, pro-" 
ceed lo reconsider the- saiaeyaud ify on; reconsideration^ it i^rooeedings 
shall pass both boards by a vote of at least three-fourths 
of all the- members elected' to each board; it shall take 
efitect; lii all such cases the vot6s shaH be taken by ayes 
and noes, and the names of the persons voting for or 



on. 
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against its passage on such reconsideration shall be en- 
tered on the journal of each board. 

ordinanow Sec. 17. No ordiuancc or resolution shall be valid un- 
to receive 

bShb^ds. less it shall receive the assent of both boards within the 
term fixed by law to such boards. 

H»y origin- Seg. 18. Auv Ordinance or resolution may originate in 

ate ia either. 

either board, i^nd when it shall have passed one board may 
A majority bc rcjccted or amended in the other, but no ordinance or 

votereqnired 

inaiicaaes. pesolution shall bc passcd except by a vote of the 

majority of all the members elected to each board. But 

Three-fourth in casc auv Ordinance or resolution involves the expendi- 

vote re- ** ^ 

?i^d?' ture of money, the votes of three-fourths of all the mem- 
tores. 

bers elected to each board shall become necessary to its 
Four-flfth passage. No money shall be expended for any celebra- 

vote required 

tiOT^^^^ tion, procession, or eatertainment of any kind, or on any 

occasion, unless by the votes of four-fifths of all the 

Unanimous mcmbcrs clcctcd to each board. No additional allowance 

vote required 

Sditionai beyond the legal claim which exists under any contract 

aUowanoes. 

with the corporation, or for any services on its account, or 
in its employment, shall ever be passed by the common 
council except by the unanimous vote thereof. 

Clerks Of Sbc. 19. Thc clcrk of the board of aldermen shall, by 

each board. 

virtue of his ofiice, be clerk of the common council, and 
shall perform all the duties heretofore performed by the 



t 



J 




137 

clerk of the common council, except such as shall be 
assigned to the clerk of the board of assistant aldermen ; 
and it shall be his duty to keep open for inspection, at all powers and 

dutifiBof. 

reasonable times, the records and minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the common council, except such as shall be 
specially ordered otherwise. The clerk of each board 
shall appoint and remove at pleasure deputy clerks in his 
department, not to exceed the number now authorized by 
law or ordinance. Tne clerk of the common council shall 
keep the seal of the city; and his signature shall be 
necessary to all leases, grants and other documents, as * 

under existing laws. 

Seo. 20. It shall be the duty of, the clerks of the re- ordmanoee, 

&c., to be 

spective boards to publish all resolutions and ordinances p^**^^®^- 
and amendments thereof which shall be introduced or 
passed, and also the final proQcedings, except such parts 
as may require secrecy; and no vote shall be taken in Notice of to 

•^ ^ "^ ' be pubUshed 

either board upon the passage of a resolution or an ordi- ^^^^^ 
nance which shall contemplate any specific improvement, 
or involve the sale, disposition, or appropriation of public 
property, or the expenditure of pubL'c moneys or income 
therefrom, or lay any tax or assessment, until after such 
notice shall have been published at least three days, and 
whenever any vote shall be taken, such resolution or ordi- 
nance shall, before the same shall be sent to the other 
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Teas and board, OF to the, maypr, AX\d, ip(i|ned||^t^lj after the ad- 
nays oatobe' 

pahikhed. jouiTimcjAt of thci.boni^dia^t.wWQ^^ ^ Wf^^ *^U h%y§,beeii 
passed, be pabli^e^ ^tb.tb^.y^^p aii4 najs^ aud ivith the 
names of. the. per^ooa y^tjii^ ik>r ap4 agaLoat the saine a# 
part of' the proceedii^ ; ai^d uo , re^li^tioQ or ordi^anqe 
which shall hi^ve parsed one. bc^a^d sl^ll be, acted upon 
by the.other board; ou the .s^pijQ dfOTr 



( 



Jurisdiction 
of oommon 
ooimcil to 
passqit 
nances. 



Sso. 21s. The. common council shall, have power to 
^^^f make, oontinae, modify, and repeal such ordinances, regn^ 
lations, and' resolutions, as may be necessary to cany into 
efiPect any and all of the powers now vested in, or by this 
act conferred upon, the corporation, and shall have power 
to enforce obedience tbere.to and observance thereof, by 
ordaining penalties for each and every violation thereof,' 
in such sum& as it may deem expedient, not exceeding 
one> hundred, dollars. And* shall have power to make 
such ordinances and with such penalties, in the matters 
and for the purposes following, in addition to other 
powers elsc^where specially granted, viz. : 

1. To regulate traffiq and sales in the streets^ highways, 
roads, and public places. 

2i Tp^ regnldte tbe^ use .o£h the, speeU^ higjhwaya^ roads, 
and public :pUQea byfoNot.paa^engexay vehicles, railways^ 
and locomotiveR, 



< 
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3. To regulate th^ n^ q£ 'wdewj^lbs,. buildiug-fronts, Poweraot 
and houBe-frontff within the stoop line^^ counco. 

4. To pr;event and re.mQye encroachments upon and 

obstructions to the streets, highways, roads, and public 

* 

places. 

5. To rpgulate, tl^p, opeuiij^ of atrqcit surf aces, the lay- 
ing of gas or water mains, the build^ngj apd repie^iring of 
sewjBrs, and erecting gaslights. 

6. [To provide for and regulate the opening, widening 
and extending of streets below Fourteenth street. This avJh 
dwision repealed hy section 30, chap. 383, laws (?/*1870.] 

7; To regulate. the nunai>ering of the houses and lots 
in the streets and* avenues, and the naming of the streets, 
avenues, and puiblic plftpep. 

8. To regulate and prevent the th;i»wingj or deipositing 
of ashes, offal, dirt^ or gfirbage ii^ the si^reets, 

9. To regulate the, cleaning, o^; the,, sfre^ts,. sixJewalkB; 
and gutters, and removing ice, hail, and snow from them. 

10. To regulate the use of the streets and sidewalks for 
signs, signposts, awnings, awning-posta, and horse-troughs. 

11. To provide for and regulate street 'pavements, cross- 
walks, curbstones, gutter-stones, and sidewalks. 

12. To regulate public cries, advertising-noisei?, and 
rinj^ng bells in the stareelSi 

13.^ In regard to the relation between all' the offl<jOT8 



oommou 
oomioQ. 
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F<nnn<^ and employ^ of the corporation in respect to each other, 
the corporation and the people. 

14. In relation to street beggars, vagrants, and mendi- 
cants. 

15. In relation to the use of guns, pistols, firearms, • 
firecrackers, fireworks, and detonating works of all de- 
scriptions within the city. 

16. In relation to intoxication, fighting, and quarrelling 
in the streets. 

17. In relation to places of public amusement. 

a 

18. In relation to exhibiting or carrying banners, pla- 
cards, or flags in or across the streets or from houses. 

19. In relation to the exhibition of advertisements or 
handbills along the streets. 

20. In relation to the construction, repairs, and use of 
vaults,, cisterns, areas, hydrants, pumps, and sewers. 

21. In relation to partition fences and walls. 

22. In relation to the construction, repair, care, and 
use of markets, [docks, wharves, piers and slips. . These 
words Tepealed hy j)rovisions of chap. 383, laws of 1870, 
relating to depa/rtTtient of docks,'] 

23. In relation to the licensing and business of public 
cartmen, truckmen, hackmen, cabmen, expressmen, boat- 
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men, pawnbrokers, junkdealers, hawkers, pedlers, and yen- Fawmot 

oonunoa 

ders. «*°°^ 

24. In relation to the inspection and sealing of weights 
and measures, and enforcing the keeping and use of prop- 
er weights and measures bj venders. 

25. In relation to the inspection, weighing and measur- 
ing of firewood, coal, hay, and straw, and the cartage of 
the same. 

26. In relation to the mode and manner of suing for, 
collecting and disposing of the penalties provided for a 
violation of all ordinances. 

27. And for carrying into effect and enforcing any 
of the powers, privileges, and rights at any time granted 
and bestowed upon or possessed by the said corporation. • 

Sec. 22. The conmion council shall have no power to ReetTicaon 

ou powers of 

impose taxes or assessments, or borrow money, or contract S^^ 
debts, or loan the credit of the city, unless specially author- 
ized so to do by act of the legislature, and all the legisla- 
tive power of the city shall be subordinate to and be exer- 
cised in conformity with such special grants, restrictions, 
or limitations, as are now or hereafter may be prescribed 
by the legislature. 
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ARTICLE THIRD. 
Of tlie ExecntiTe Ponrer. 

EzecaUve S;BC. 23, The executive power of tbe oolporation shall 



power. 



be vested in the mayoj wdthe departmBote hecein created^ 



Mayor, eieo- Sbo. 24. Th© mavor rfiall be the chief executive oflBcer 

tion and • 

^nof of- ^£ ^^ corporation ; fihall be elected ait a general election, 
and bold his office for the term of two years, commencing 
on the first day of January next after his election^ The 
first election for mayor shall be ajt the general election in 
November, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy. 

Acting Sec. 25. Whenever the mayor shall be. under impeach- 

mayor, who 

*® **• ment or there shall be a vacancy in the office of the mayor, 

or whenever by sickness, absence from the city, or other 
cause, he shall be prevented from attending to the duties 
of his o$ce, the president of the boajrd of aldermen shall 

Power of act a« mayor, and possess all the rights* aj;id powers of 

acting 

™*^°'* mayor, except aa he]::einafter provided in regjard to appoint- 
ments to ofSce during sueh dj^ahilil^y, or^ in case of a va- 

BeBtrictiaoB cancy, uutxl the. uo^t, g^i^eral election. But it shall not 
be. l^wf vd for the president of the board of aldermen, 
wh^a acting, as mayor, to sign . or approve of any ordi- 
nance or resolution of the common council, imless the 
sickness, disability or absence of the mayor shall have 
continued at least ten days. 



on. 



143 

Seo. 26. Whenefver there is a T«cancy in the offlue of vaoanoy 

*' in offlOe of 

mayor before the expiration of a term, there shi^l be an SSdSTd**^ 

term ol of- 

election for mayor at the next general eli^et&on, and the ^^ 
person then elected . shall hold for the full term of two 
years from the first day of January next ensuing. 



Sec. 27* It shall be the duty of the mayor : Datiea <rf 

1. To cotoftitmieftte to the common council, at leaat onfce 
a year, a general statement of the finances, goveiinnent^ 
and improvements of the city. 

2w To i^o^imiMmd to the ce»iftiioh <HMiticii all dtich 
isteaenres eonneeted with the wourity, healthy eleanliness^ 
and 0]m»m8nt of the city, aibd the {yroteetion and im** 
proTenienit of its goyemment add finances^ ias lie «hall 
deem espiedient. 

' 3* To be vigilant and active in causing the ordinances 
df the city and laws of the state to be executed and en- 
forced, and for that purpose may call together for consul- 
tation and co-operation all other heads of the city depart- 
ments. 

4. And getierally to perform all iHich dinjties s» may he 
preeeribed for him by city oixlinances and the laws of the 
state, luid to be responsible for the good ord«r and efficient 
government of the oity« 
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Mayor to Sbc. 28. The mavor may appoint such clerks and sub- 

appoint •' J rtr 

**^^ ^ ordinates as he may require to aid him in the discharge 
of his official duties. 



( 



AETICLE FOUETH. 

Of the Co-ordinate City Departjuents generally. 

HeadBot de> Seo. 29. All the hcads of departments hereinafter men* 
wwappoint. tj^i^g^^ except of the departments of finance and law, \ 
shall be appointed by the mayor, as hereinafter provided. 
Any provision of law giving to the governor power to re- 
move any officer of the city government referred to in 
XmpeADh- this aot is hereby repealed. The conunon council shall 

kneQt ot 

g^^* have the power of impeachment of the mayor by resolu- 
tion of two-thirds of all the members elected in each 
board. The mayor shall have the power of impeaching 
all heads of departments. In case the mayor shall be im- 
peached his assent to the resolution shall not be requisite. 

^itiaiot. ^1^® court for the trial of impeachments shall be, the full 
court of common pleas of the city and county of New 
York It shall be the duty of the said court to define, 
by rule, the mode of impeachment and trial of charges. 
If the court decide that the charges are sustained, the 
office of the impeached officer shall become vacant. . 

i 
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Ssa 30. There ehall be the followiosr other departmeats owiraioate 

dspartments* 

in said city : 

Finance Department. 

Police Department. 

_ • 

Department of Public Works. 

Department of Public Charities and Correction. 

Fire Department 

Health Department. 

Department of Public Parks. 

Department of Buildings. 

Department of Docks. 

[J. board of street openings is added hy sec. 30, chap» 
383^ Jmos of 1870.] 

Sec. 31. The said departments shall, at such times as Toiciviritd 

Mayw. 

the mayor may direct, make to him, in such form and un- 
der such tules as he may prescribe, reports of the opei*a- 
tions and action of the same atid each of them, and shall 
always, when required by him, furnish to him such infer- 
mation as he may demand within such time as he may 
direct. 



Sec. 82. The heads of all department^ eitcept as others Heads of, m 

app(rfnt 

•wise specifically directed herein, shall have power to «**»°«'™«*** 
appoint and remove all chiefs of bureaux (except the 
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Ktpaum ^ ehambfe)<h(in), tm alM> all '(Aqi^) oSkieKf €tap\6j6», and 

to be Uinited 

bylaw* subordinates, in their respective departments. The ifttol- 
ber of all officers, clerks, employes, and subordinates in 
every department, except the police and fire departments^ 
with their respective salaries or compensation, shall be 
such as the head of each department shall designate and 
approve, except that the aggregate expense thereof «ha11 
not exceed the total amount duly appropriated by law to 
each department for such purposes. 



i 



ARTICLE FIFTH. 

Of the f'lnance Deipartmeitt. 

Fiuuioe de- Sec. 3d< The finance department shall h&vd collt'rb! of 
flutiM^cA** all the fiscal concerns of the corporation, and of the appro^ 
priations made for carrying on the businefss of the corpo- 
ration^ It shall prescribe the forms of keeping and ren* 
dering all city accounts, and the manner in which all sala^ 
ries shall be drawn, and the mode by which all creditors, 
officers, and employ^ of the corporation shall be paid. 



Aeootihto StSo. 34. All accounts rendered to or kept in the other 

of other de- 

)?arttnetit8. departments shall be subject to the inspection and re- 
vision of the officers of this departmientj and it shall 
settle and adjust all claims in favor of oi' ftgainst the cor- 
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ponition, and all aeoottnts in which the corporation is con- 
tsemed as debtor or cpeditor. 

Sjso. 35. The chief ofScer of this department shall be comptrouer. 
mailed the comptroller of the city of .New York [who 
ehaill be elected At the ^general election preceding 
the expiration of his term of office, and hold his 
office for the term of four years. Repealed by see. 31, 
chajp. 383, law8 of 1870.] 

Seo. 86. [In the case of a vacancy in the office of the 
comptroller, the mayor shall f^ppoint some person to fill 
the place until the first Monday of January next after the 
next general election, at which election there shall be an 
election of comptroller for the full term of four years 
from said first Monday in Janiiaiy. Bepealed by sec. 31, 
chap. 383, hms (?/1870.] 

§ 31. [ Of chap. 383, laws of 1870.] The comptroller Appoints 
of the city of New York shall hereafter be appointed 
by the mayor electefd for said city, and not by an 
acting mayor, as oflier hfeafls of depaltments are ap- 
pointed [under £he provisions of the act entitled "An 
act to reorganize the local government of the city of 
New York," passed April fifth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy], and shall hold his office for the xennof 

office. 

period of four years, as now provided, except that the 
11 
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person first appointed under this authority shall hold 
his ofiice antil the first day of January, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-five, subject to the provisions of the 
said act. The term of office of the present comp- 
troller of said city shall end at the expiration of five 
days from the passage of this act. The mayor shall 
make the first appointment herein provided for within 
five days from the passage of this act. Any pro- 
vision of law inconsistent with this section is hereby 
repealed. 

Seo. 37. There shall be the following bureaux in this 4 

department : 

Bureau ftir 1. A bureau for the collection of the revenue accruing 

coUection • 

of reIl^ &0. fj,^^ rents, and interest on bonds and mortgages, revenue 
arising from the use or sale of property belonging to or 
managed by the city ; the chief officer of which bureau 
shall be called the " Collector of City Kevenue." 

porooiieo- 2. A burcauforthc collection of taxes; the chief officer 

tion of taxes. 

of which shall be called the "Receiver of Taxes," and 
he shall have all the powers and perform, all the duties 
heretofore prescribed by law for the receiver of taxes. 

porcoiieo^ 3. A bureau for the collection of arrears of taxes, assess- 

tionaf 

"™^ ments, and water rents ; the chief officer of which shall be 
called " Clerk of Arrears." 
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4r. An auditing bureau, which shall audit, revise, and For auditiiig 
settle all accounts in which the city is concerned as debtor 
or creditor, and which shall keep an account of each claim 
for or against the corporation, and of the sums allowed 
upon each, and certify the same to the comptroller, with 
the reasons for the allowance ; the * chief oflBicer of which 
shall be called "Auditor of Accounts," 

5. A bureau of licenses; the chief officer of which ofuoensee. 
shall be called " Register of Licensea." 

€. A bureau of markets; the chief officer of which ofmarketa. 
shall be called " Superintendent of Markets." 

7. A bureau for the reception of all moneys paid into chamber- 

lain. 

the treasury of the city, and for the payment of money on 
warrants drawn by the comptroller and countersigned by 
the mayor ; the chief officer of which shall be called the 
" Chamberlain." 

Sfia 38. The chamberlain shall keep books showing the Dutieaof. 
amounts paid on account of the several appropriations, 
and no warrants shall be paid on account of any appro- 
priation after the amount authorized to be raised by tax 
for that specific purpose shall have been expended. Any 
vacancy in the office of chamberlain shall be filled by vacancy, 

howfiUed. 

the mayor for the term now designated by law. 



I 
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vonotes for Ssx}. 39. ATI moheys dhithi from the city 'treswn/y rfiall 
be TipOD Toa^ers for lite expetiditare thereof, ^inm^ed 
and allowed by the -anditor, and apjMWefl by the corap- 

troUer^ and filed in lii» ^ce. 



ARTICLE SIXTH. 
<irtke Law ll>epar*aieBt. 

utw detttrt- Ssc. 40. The If^ depaitmelit ishall have tihe chai^^tad 

ment, dutioB 

*^' conduct of all law t)Ufiitn1e8& orf the «(x>r]^odttidn and 6i its 

departmentB, except when any department shall have or 
employ a Bepai'ate attorney or conpsel, and for whom 
tliei*e is an appropriEitiony and aTl other law Wsiness in 
which the city shall be interested ; the chai^ ana con- 
duct of the legal proceedings necessary in widening, 
opening, or altering streets ; and shall, wlienever so ap- 
plied to by the comptroller, draw the leases, deeds, and 
other legal papers contiected With the flniince deji^art- 
ment. 

oorpomtion Sbc. 41. The chi'fef officer of the department fflhall 'be 

coaiuet 

called " Counilel to the €ol^pi^tion." [He shall bfe^i^fectcfd 
at a general election and hold his office for 1 otir yearfe. 
These wonts repealed hy sec, 1, chap. 383, lonoa of 1870.] 



I5t 

m 

SEa 42. There shall be a bureau in ihie department, corpof»tion 

attorney. 

the chief officer of which shall be called the " Corpo- 
ration Attorney," and a bureau, the chief officer of which pubifoad- 
shall be called t^ ^^ Public Adipi^i^tfatQr.'' 



§ 1. lO/ehap. 383, laws of 1870.] * * * The salaries, 
counsel to the corporation and the corporation attor- 
ney shall receive an annual salary, to be fixed by the 
comptroller, not exceeding the annual compensation 
paid to the recorder of said city, and it shall not be Diamisflai 

of actioli. 

lawful for the said attorney to dismiss any action or 
complaint, unless the costs thereon are paid, or unless 
the said attorney shall sign and file in his office a cer- 
tificate expressing the i^eason therefor. Tlie term of 
office of the present incumbent of the office of cor- Term of 

present 

pojo^ion <5oun^^l i^ herej^y confinned, aufl continued SSS3!*°** 
mi|il the first day qf Jauuacy, one thousaifd eight 
hundred and seventy-three, being thfs end of the term 
of four yeai:s from time of his election, ^ereaf ter 
the counsel to the corporation ^lall be a|>pointed by xobe 

' * ' appointed 

the mayor, [pursuant to the })rovi8ipnii of the act en- !>««»«»>•• 
titled "An act to reorganize the local £:overnment of 
the city of^ New York," passed, AB^^^ P^^h% PP® thou- 
aan^ ^ight hundred and sevexily.] Any provision of 
law incpjosisteut herewith is herebj repealed 
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Police 
depftrimont* 



tenn of 
oflloe. 



BalAiyof. 



ARTICLE SEVENTH. 

The Poliee DepwrtBteiit. 

Sso. 43. The department of police Bhall conBiBt of a 

board of police composed of four commissioners, and 

said board shall be the head of said department. The 

comminkm- commissioncrs shall be first appointed for respective terms 

era, appoint- 

meat and ^£ eight, scven, six, and five years. For vacancies occur- 
ring, or for terms succeeding expiration of oflice, the term 
of ofiice to each commissioner shall be eight years. Each 
member of the board of police shall receive an annual 
salary equal to the salary designated to the recorder of 
the city of New York. 

Sec. 44, [As amended ly sec, 21, cha^. 383, laws 
of 1870.] The police force shall be appointed by said 
board and shall be composed of a superintendent, 
three inspectors, and as many captains of police 
sergeants of police, patrolmen, and doormen of 
police, and as many surgeons, clerks and employe& 
of the police as the board of police may, from time 
to time, determine, not exceeding the respective 
numbers authorized by law, for duty in the city of 
New York, under appointment from the board of 
metropolitan police, and the additional authority con- 



FoUoe foroe, 

how 

Appointed. 



What 
oompoaedof. 



{ 
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ferred from time to time. The board of police shall k« 
have tbe power to appoint a fire marshal, chief clerk, 
and assistant clerk, who shall hold office during the 
pleasure of the board, and sueh board, marshal and 
clerks shall have the like powers and perform the 
like duties as those provided by chapter five hundred 
and sixty-three of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
sixty-eight, so far as they are applicable to the city of 
New York, and the compensation of such marshal salary. 
and clerks shall be the same as now fixed in and by 
said acts. 



Sec. 45. All members of the police force (except the Bemovai 

(mlyon 

superintendent) shall be I'omovable only after written *'***'**®- 
charges shall have been preferred against them ; and 
after the charges shall have been examined into, after 
such kind of notice to tlie person charged, and in such 
manner of examination as the rules and regulations of 
the board of police may prescribe. The superintendent, certain 

offioens of, 

surgeons, clerks, and employes shall be appointed and ^J^SSf^"* 
removed at pleasure. by the board of police. 

Sec. 46. The government and discipline of the police oovermnent 

o£, 

department shall be such as the board may, from time to 
time, by rules and regulations, prescribe. 

Sbo. 47. Every person connected with the metropolitan 
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MetrDpoittan Dollce depoitment at die tiae this act ehall tftke effect, 
*'~"*™^ and deaignnted to do daty in the city of New York, and 
except as otberwifie herein (M'devedyahall oontisiBe in office, 
and be transfeired by operation of thia act to the depart- 
Salaries of. ment herein ereated, and the annoimt of salary or com- 
pensation now paid to snch person, in the metropolitan 
police district, shall be the salary and compensation fixed 
for bis' transferred office nnder thia ad. 

Who eligible. Sflc. 4&. S«k jfewm shaU ever be appointed to member- 
ship in the police force, or continue to hold membership 
therein, who is not a citizen of the United States, or who 
has ever been convicted of crime, or who cannot read and 
write understondingly in tibe English langoage, or who 
shall not have resided witkin the state during one year 
next preceding' iii»i^ypoiBtment. ' 

spedai Sec. 49. [As amencM by see, 22; okaji>. 38^, laws 

of I87^JI Ti® board of police may, upon any emer- 
gency, or apprehension of riot, tumult, mob, insure 
rection, pestilence, or invasion, aj^pmnl; aa many 
special patrolmen^ without pay, from among the citi- 

May demand zcus^ as it may docm. desirablc, and may demand the 

military 

"******^~- assistance of the military of the first division, or of 

any brigade, reginient, battalion, or company thereof, 
by order, in writii^, served upon the commanding 



( 
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officer 'of such. divdeioOy I^gade^ reguB^kt, bHttaHaa, 
Gv oompftmyr; and it shall be. the^ dntj of the com- 
numding office ayo aein'«d^ lo ordar out^inald of ihe 
eiyil aijiihorkies, the unlifairy ioro^ or any part there- 
of, under hU cammaad. 



Sbo; 80. ©ttriog the servtee" of a»y^»peeial' patrohnen Powers of 
authorized a» aforesaid; he shalt poBses^ ell the powers, ^^^ 
privilege©, and- perfonm all the^ duties Aat may be- by or- 
ders, rules, an^ regafetions from tijne to time preseribed; 
Every such speeial patrolman shall wear a badge, to be Badge, 
prescribed and fumtehed By the board of police. 



Seg; St. No member of tfie poMtee foree, tmfler peaalty Bedgnaaon 

<d polioe 

of forfeitii^ the salary or pay which may be- due to him, ^^'^«^°*®^- 
shall withdraw or reeJgtt, exoept by peisn^on of ihe 
board of police. Unexplaiued absence, without leave, of Penalty for 

abeenoeot 

any memb^;' of the police* f ^oe, for five diays, shall be 
deemed and held to be a resignation by such member, 
and accepted aa such. 



Seo. 53. The common council shall provide such office station 

honaes, &o., 

and bnsmess aeoommoilatlcms, Grtation-houseS) apparatus ^^ed. 
and artiale0, as ih& depiurtmeni? of po^ee shall doem re^ 
quisite^ for &e transaction of the buriness Q(f the poKce 
department, and shall duty make requtsMon for. 
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powenof Sbc. 53. Tlie board of police shall have poorer to issne 
^"^ gnbpcenaSy tested in the name of its president, to compel 
the attendance of witnesses upon any proceedings aathor- 
ized by its rales and regulations. Each commissioner of 
police, or the chief clerk, are hereby authorized and em- 
Hay admin- powcrcd to administer affirmations and oaths to any per- 

later otttha. 

sons summoned and appearing in any matter or proceed- 
ing, authorized as aforesaid, or to take any depositions 
necessary to be made under the orders, rules, and regula- 
tions of the board of police, or for the purposes of this 
Penalty for act. Any wilf ul and corrupt fake swearing, by any wit- 

falae swear- 

^' ness or person, to any material fact in any necessary pro- 

ceeding under the said orders, rules, and regulations, or 
under tliis act, shall be deemed perjury, and punished in 
the manner now prescribed by law for such offense. The 
provisions and procedure of section three of an act, en- 
titled ^^ An Act to enable the common council of the city 
of New York to take testimony in matters referred for 
investigation or inquiry," passed February eighth, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-five, are hereby applied to the case 
of any witness subpoenaed under this section. 



Hay eMb- Sbo. 54. The board of police may, from time to time, but 

liah Btatkma, 

^^ with especial reference to locating the same as centrally in 

precincts as possible, establish stations and station-houses, 
or sub-stations and sub-station houses, at least one to each 
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precinct, for the accommodation thereat of members of 
the poh'ce force, and as places of temporary detention for 
persons arrested, and property taken within the pre- 
cinct. 

Sec. 55. The board of poKce are empowered, in their May make 

roles. 

discretion, to enacti modify, and repeal, from time to time, 
orders, rules, and regulations of general discipline of the 
subordinates under their control, but in strict conformity 
to the provisions of this article. 



Seo. 56. The members of the police force shall possess powenof 

polioe. 

in the city of New York, and in every part of this state, 
all the edmmon law and statutory powers of constables, 
except for the service of civil process, and any warrant for 
search or arrest, issued by any magistrate of this state, may Execution of 

^ warraiit. 

be executed in any part thereof, by any member of the 
police force, and all the provisions of sections seven, eight, 
and nine, of chapter two, title two, part four of the re- 
vised statutes, in relation to the giving and taking of bail, 
shall apply to this act. 

Sec. 57. [Aa amended by sec. 23, eha^. 383, laws to convey 

persons ar- 

of 1870.] Eadi member of the police force, under 5^^*^^ 

istrate im- 

the penalty of ten days' fine, or dismissal fro^ the mediately. 
force, at the discretion of the board, shall, immedi- 
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f. 



No undue 
detention of 
persons 
arrested. 



ately, npon an arr«et, convey, in pei«on, tke offender 
before the nearest sttting magistrate, that he ma; be 
dealt with according to IaW' If the arrest is made 
during the hours that the magistrate does not regular- 
ly hold court, or, if the magistrate is not holding 
court, such cSende9 may be* detained, m a station- 
house or precinct thereof^ xkBjal the next public sitting 
of 1^ Qiagistrate, awl no longw, and shall then be 
conveyed without delay before the magistrate, to be 
dealt with according to law. And it shall be the duty 
of the said board, from time to time, to provide suit- 
able rules and regulations to prevent the undue de- 
tenticA of persons arrested, which rules and regula- 
tioBS shall be as operative and binding as if herein 
specially enacted. 



RTcawptioni 
of police. 



Sec. 5& ISoi person hplding office under this depart- 
ment shall be liable to military or jury duty, nor to airrest 
on civil process, or, whilst actually on duty, to. service of 
s^bpoeoAs from oi^dl oooirte. 



House to 
the deten- 
ti<m.of 

wit 



Seo. 59. lAs amended by sec. 24, chap. 383, laws 
of 1S70.] The common council shall provide suitable 
accommodations for the detention of witnesses (unless 
tl)e board of police ehall do so as hereinafter pro- 
vided) who are unable to furnish security for their 
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appeamncfe, in cfriittiiml p!rocctedilig0 ; tmd midh ftcfcom- 
modatioiiB shell be hi premised oliiil^'tbaii tb^»e em- 
ployed for the confilifertieiit ctf f^notin ^ehittgGd '^Ai 
mme, fraud, oo* disorderly ^0biid«6t, anii be in cam-' 
intod of a Bergdant of pofict^. Aftd ^ sh^il be tbe 
dfiity of all magi0(imt68,t9iyen'(^ii»i»it^»|;^^M^ 
default of bail, to commftit tisem to Mch hotietr ^ de- 
tention xif witnesseg, and in eoiftittiieting witbei^» to 
have regard to the mIeB and regiilalioifi» of the l>oat!d 
'of police in reqpe^t to time of detention. The boai^d 
'of comniiB0h!)9iers'of poiioe ore hei^y • aotS^ri^ed, i^ 
tii^ir ditsdretidn, to 'eaae(e the baikling nmr ^sed m the 
fourteenth precinct BtatioB^tilMfie tio ^ Med ^ the 
house for the detention of witneBees ; and in which 
case the board of police are authorized and directed 
to take possession of the premises now used as a house 
for the detention of witnesses in Mulberry street, for 
a station-house for the fourteenth precinct. And the 
moneys heretofore raised for the purpose of building 
station-houses in the efleventh -and f Olirteenth pre- 
<^etB, are ^*eby traairferred Co, vlskd the board of 
police are het*eby authorized 'to use the same in build- 
ing a suitable station-house for the fourteenth p^^e- 
ciiiet,^and any balance i^^iil*ftAing ttmi^ht utr^ by the 
board of *pd]i<;e 'Jn 'alt^ug^attid >fi^i)jg'-tilpthe feowe 
for the detention of witnesj^esw 
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Police force, Seo. 60, The boord of police shall have power, in its dis- . 

penalties ^ '^ 

incnnedby. ^j^^^^jj^ ^j^ conviction of a member of the force of any 
legal offense or neglect of duty, or violation of rules, or 
neglect or disobedience of orders, or incapacity, or ab- 
sence without leave, or any conduct injurious to the pub- 
lic peace or welfare, or immoral conduct or conduct nn- 
becoming an officer, or other breach of discipline, to 
punish the offending party by reprimand, forfeiting and 
withholding pay for a specified time, or dismissal from the 
force, but no more than ten days' pay shall be forfeited 
and withheld for any offense. All such fines shall be 
paid forthwith to the chamberlain to the account of the 
police life insurance fund. 

Warrants of Seo. 61. Evcry member of the police force shall have 

appobitment 

^' - issued to him, by the board of police, a proper warrant 
of appointment, signed by the president of the said board, 
and chief clerk, or fii-st deputy, which warrant shall contain 
the date of his appointment and his rank. 

Oath of Sec. 62. Each member of the police shall take an oatli 

office of. 

of office, and subscribe the same before an officer of police 
who is empowered to administer an oath. 

Duties of, at Sec. 63. It shall be the duty of the superintendent of 

elections. 

police to detail, on each day of election, at least two patrol- 
men to each election poll. 
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Sec. 64. It shall be the duty of the police force, or any to prevent 

erectioa of 

member thereof, to prevent auy booth, or box, or structure ^SJm! 
for the distribution of tickets at any election, from being 
erected or maintained within one hundred and lif ty feet 
of any polling place within the city, and to summarily re- 
move any such booth, box, or structure, or close and pre- 
vent the use thereof* 

Sec. 65. The duties of the police surgeons, and the ex- Dntieaof 

mrgeoix of. 

tent and bounds of their districts, shall be assigned from 
time to time by the rules and regulations of the board of 
police. 

Sso. 66. [As amended hy see. 25yOhap, 383, laws Dispositioii 

of life 

of 1870.] The board of metropolitan police shall, SS^^ 

fond. 

immediately upon the passage of this act, ascertain, 
state, and declare, what portion of the police life in- 
surance fund, and of the reward fund, respectively 
of the said metropolitan police, belongs to, or should 
be set apart for, the police of the city of New York ; 
and upon such statement being made, a division of 
such fund shall be made, and the amount so found to 
be the portion of the police of the city of New York, 
shall be paid over to the chamberlain of the city of 
New York, as trustee, for the benefit of the police 
of the city of New York, as contemplated in the 
creation of said funds. All fines imposed by the 
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Police life 

inaoFuioe 

fnndf 

(Aiamborlain 

to be trustee 

oL 



board of jfcMiSe ti]:K>fi tke maoiLbefrB of thte police 
force, by way of 4is<ciplkid, -ttnd 'ooUeetible from pay 
or ealary, "and all M^Mtrdt, f06S) procfeeds of gfiEls and 
^lAoltimetitd %httt may be paMttud '^fven for ftoeociDt 
of ^itttiAOrdiM^ »er^ k^ <^ aiiy »m^ of tiie po- 
lioe fcnroe (i»kdept When y[loiit>«d 4)o tie nrtafaied %^ said 
member), and all moneys remaining 'for tiife spiaee ctf 
two years in the hands of the property-clerk, or aris- 
ing from the sale of unclaimed goods, and all pro-. 

* 

ceeds of suits for penalties under this act, shall be 
deposited and paid into the bank wherein the cham- 
berlain shall keep an account. The payments so 
made shall constitute wid be deposited and kept as 
a fund, to be oalleid<the ^^ PolieeLife Insoranee Fund," 
and the petsota who «hall, from time to time, fill the 
office of ^Amberiain, shall "he "^ tm^tee of the said 
fnnd,«nd mity, &rom time to time, invest the same, 
in whole or in pai^, as 'he shall deem most advan- 
tageous for ithe objects df •suck fund, and is <ejtopoW' 
•ered to »make all neoesdaary contradteand take^all nec- 
essary remedues ill the premises. And' the said cham- 
berlain shall succeed tibe pFesent trufttees of the police 
life insuraaee fo&d^f the mietropolitan police depart- 
'meut, and said f uoid shall be delivered over, on de- 
mand, to the said chamberlain by the parties or the 
institution now holding it. But all annuities now 
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ekaigeable upon said fond ebd.U b6> xaainliaiBed mvio- 
late. The hoard of metropoHtan police ahaU, im- 
mediately ii|)6iQ the. pasfiogfi of %lm mA^ a^eertaio^ 
state^ and deela^'e^ wbiob of the laat Mid aianaities 
aball be a ohairge; upcMs^ MBtd paid out of tbj9 portion of 
the ppUoe life insnrance f|ind for ^* tke poUce of the. 
city of New York," and upon such statement, being 
made, the annuities therein stated to be chargeable 
on the " Police Life Insurance Fund," for the city of 
New York, shall be cJiargeable on the latter fund 
only. 

BsQ. 67. The board of metropolitan police shall also im* property ot 

metropoU- 

mediately ascertain what interest the city and county of ^i^^^. 
New York haB in any property used for general police 
pui*po8es of said district, within the other counities of the 
njetropolkan police district, in order to a future adjust- 
ment thereof 1 

Sec. 68. All property or money alleged or supposed to stoien 

property to 

have been feloniously obtained,, or which shall be lost, or ^^^ 

oleric 

abandoned, and which shall be hereafter taken into the 

custody of any membes of the poMee force, or cruzunal 

court in the city of New York, or which shall come, intp 

custody of any police }la^tice, shall be, by such member 

or justice, or by order of' said coiirt, gi^vtea into the 

custody of and kept by the property-dedc of the police, 
13 
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and all snch property and money shall be particularly 
registered by said property-elerk in a book kept for that 
purpose, which shall contain also a record of the names 
of the persons from whom such property or money was 
taken, the names of all claimants thereto, tiie time of the 
seizure, and any final disposition of such property and 
money. 

Property or Sbo. 69. Whenever property or money shall be taken 
^Si^HSSl ^^t^ pereons arrested, and shall be alleged to have been 
feloniously obtained, or to be the proceeds of crime, and 
whenever so brought, with such claimant and the person 
arrested, before some magistrate for adjudication, and 
the magistrate shall be then and there satisfied from 
evidence that the person arrested is innocent of the 
offence alleged, and that the property rightfully belongs 
When to be ^^ ^iioi, thcu Said magistrate may thereupon, in writing, 

wtuiu fldL 

order such property or money to be returned, and the 
property-clerk, if he have it, to deliver such property or 
money to the accused person himself, and not to any 
attorney, agent, or clerk of such accused person. 



xeteined. 



wTton tobe Seo. 70. If any claim to the ownership of such property 
or money shall be made on oath before the magistrate, 
by or in behalf of any other persons than the person 
arrested, and the said accused pei'son shall be held for 
trial or examination, such property or money shall remain 
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in tlie cQstody of the property-clerk until the diechai^ 
or oonvietion of the persons acoosed. 

Sec. 71. All property or money taken on suspicion of to be regis- 

' tered and 

having been feloniously obtained, or of being the proceeds "^^®'***^- 
of crime, and for which there is no other claimant than 
the person from whom such property was taken, and all 
lost property coming into the possession of any member 
of the said police force, and all property and money 
taken from pawnbrokers as the proceeds of crime, or by 
any such member from persons supposed to be insane, 
intoxicated, or otherwise incapable of taking care of them- 
selves, shall be transmitted, as soon as practicable, to the 
property-clerk, to be duly registered and advertised for 
the benefit of all persons interested, and for the informa- 
tion of the public, as to the amount and disposition of 
the property so taken into custody by the police. 

Sec. 72. All property and money that shall remain in when to be 

sold. . 

the custody of the property-clerk for the period of six 
months vdthout any lawful claimant thereto, after having 
been three times advertised in public newspapers, shall be Disposition 

of proceeds 

sold at public auction, and the proceeds of such sale shall *^* 
be paid into the police life insurance fund. 

Sec. 73. If any property or money placed in the cus- May be used 

as evidence. 

tody of the property-clerk shall be desired as evidence in 
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any police or other eriminal court, Bueh propeyty ahaM 
be delivered to any o£9eei> who shall present an order to 
that effect from such court ; such property, however, shall 
not be retained in said court, but shall be returned to 
said property-clerk, to be disposed of according to the 
previous provisions of this act. 

Board of Sec. 74. Upou the appointment of the commissioners of 

polioeto 

organize, police first mentioned in this act, or a majority of them, 
they ^all organize as the board of police of die police 
department of the city of New York, and tiie board of 

Metaropoutan metropolitan poUoe shall, on demand, turn over to the 

polioepijop- 

SmeiaTOr. l>oard of poKce hereby created all the property, real and 
personal, and books and reeords in the use or possession 
of said board of metropolitan police, within the limits of 
the city and county of New York, for the use and pur- 
poses of <^ police department by this act estabhshed ; 
and the said ^ard. of police of the police 4epartpienti of 
the city of New York ^re hereby authorized a^d empow- 
ered, immediately i^pon entering upon the duties of their 
office, to take possession of the same for such uses and 
purposes, and to hpld the same,, subject to the control and 
superior title tiierein of the city ^d co,unty of Ne^ 

Treasararof York. Immediately upon the passage of this act, the 

metropoli- 

^rt SS^ tre^urer of . tlie metroJ)p^^^ polie^ (fepafltng^pt. i^ll 

JJOICQ^ of ^_^ 

SSdT^ *^^ make to the coipptrojfter of the city of New York a. <Je- 



i 
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tailed statement of all ihe ptoperty, real and persbnaL^ 
bekmgixig to tiie di^tropolitJAh poliee departikient in the 
oify and county id New York. If any proportion of thle 
eoiftt of aay ench pr6{)erty dudl have been borde by ^e 
metalopblataai poUoe dktrielr at lai^^ the proportion paid 
by ^a^ bounty of «nch nletbopc^tan polioe dtstriot^ for 
such proffel!rty^ shall be stated; -ALiid the coihptroller of 
the eilby of NeW York ehfeill repo^ audi proportionate 
expense, boirive by oth^r (^ottntieiry to the superviisors of 
the oouinty of New Yotk^ abd iHaid i^ujiervidore sliali dcuse 
to b^ levied and raised iipefn tiie e6tat^, real aiid per^rial, other conn- 

ties to be 

in such couiity, subject by law tb taxation, in the year ™^*'™^««^ 
eighteeh hundred and 0eTei%, buc& drmoulit as may be 
ifecessary to reimburse Bucb other counties such propor- 
tion, and Bbali thebreafteir imtnedilKtedy make such rieim- 
bujrs^m^. 

BM5. ^i. T:te inon^ys raised in Hie city alid county of state ti»a»- 

nrertotam 

iTfe^ York fbr Ale proportion of the said city A.nd county, J^S?*^'* 
of the explsmfelBS oi the toeiropolitan J)oli(ie district remain- 
ing unexpended, feli^ll b6 paid over by the officii* or officer^ 
in whofe^ hands feoever thfe same rhay be, to the comptrol- 
ler' of the eify of New York imhifediately upon the pas- 
sage of M^ act ; Ahd it 4hall be th^ Anty of the titeasiiitei- 
of this E^aite to tl^iisthit 8lll such fhoneys ^tniaihihg in 
thfe fttatfe t^^ury to tiiiB <$oiiiptroller 6i siid cifey. The 
motleys so comiiig into the hands of the coriiptrbllef of 



comp- 
troller. 
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Application the city of New York shall be applied first to the expenses 
incnrred and remaining unpaid, if any there be, on account 
of the metropolitan police in the dtj and conntj of Kew 
York, and then to the payment of the expenses of the 
police department created by this aet, as from time to time 

Efltinuites of may be necessary. The board of police hereby established 

required, ^j^^jj annually, on or before the first day of December, 
make an estimate of the sum of money which will be re- 
quired for expenses necessary to the administration and 
conduct of the board of police for the year next ensuing, 
and shall submit such estimate to the mayor, comptrcdler, 
and president of the said board of police, who shall, on or 
before the fifteenth day of December, consider and revise 
such estimate, and shall fix and determine the amount 
which said board of police shall be authorized to expend 
during such year, and such amount, when established by 
said mayor, comptroller and president of the board of 

Hm^ysfor, poUcc, shall thereby become appropriated. The amount 

how FBlsed. 

thus established shall be certified to the board of supervi- 
sors of the county of New York by the comptroller, and 
the said board of supervisors are empowered and direct- 
ed annually to cause the amount thereof to be, according 
to law, raised and collected by tax upon the estates, real 
and personal, subject to taxation within the said city and 
county of New York. The comptroller, from time to 
time, is authorized to borrow upon revenue bonds, accord- 
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inff to law, in anticipation of the said taxes, whatever sum Majrbebor. 

o 7 ^ JT ^ rowed in oe> 

he may deem necessary for the use and purposes of the 
said department, not exceeding in any one year the amount 
which may be appropriated for said year b& herein pro- 
vided. 

SEa 76. Upon notice to the board of metropolitan police powers of 

metropoli- 

by the commissioners first appointed under this act, of ^^J^ 
their appointment^and qualitication, the powers and duties 
of the said board of metropolitaji police, and of the officers 
of the said board (except as herein provided), shall cease 
and be no longer operative within the city and county of 
New York. All powers and duties of the board of metro- 1^^,^^^ 
politan police and of the membei^ of tiie metropolitan department, 
police force, heretofore exercised according to law, and 
all the provisions of law which related to the police of the 
metropolitan police district, so far as they are not respec- 
tively in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act, are hereby devolved upon the police department 
herein created, and upon the police force hereby estab- 
lished, and shall be extended and applied to the police and 
police department created by this act. 

§ 18. [Of chap. 383, laws of 1870.] The police 
department [created by the act entitled ^•An 
Act to reorganize the local government of the 
city of New York," passed April fifth, eighteen 



iro 

ooa^ot hundred and tievmtty,] it hereby aatiiorized and em- 

^;„^1,„_ powered in its name, or in the name of ite preBident 

or trelidnrer^ to tidce imd proftocnte any appropriate 
tietion oir proceeding in aily cooit of reooord, which 
the board of police of the metropolitan police dBtrict 
or its treasurer, or any other public officer or officers, 
but for the pttsdnge of said act, aoid of any other act 
passed since the fiivt of Jimuary^ eighteen hundred 
and seventy, oould have taken and ptroseented, to 
compel the county of Richmond, or the boatd of 
supervisors of that county^ or any other officer of 
thftt couuty, to make payment of the sums due from 
and owing by said county of Bicbmond, by reason 
of the failure of said count/ and its officers to pay 
to the said board of metropolitan police, or to the 
treasuiier of said board of police, or into the treasury 
of the state, the moneys required to pay the salaries 
and compensation of the members of the police force 
of the metropolitan police district, doing du^ in said 
county of Bichmond) and defray the other lawful 
expenses of said police force, chargeable upon the 
said county of Mchmond, as specified in the annual 
financial estimates heretofore made by the said board 
of metrc^litan police, and all moneys that may be 
so collected shall be paid to the chamberlain of the 
city of New York ; the moneys so due and owing, 
having 'been advanced by the 6aid board of metro- 



i 



in 

politan polioe, out of moneys tailed in and contrib- 
uted to the metropolitiua police fund by the eonnty 
of New York. 

§ 1^. [Of tMp. 688, ldii>!B af 1870.] M ttti ad- 4^«^*° 
dition to the ^om^eft of ini^dme 6f the poKce life ^i^^ 

fond. 

insurance fund of tli6 police f Of ce Of New YOfk city, 
there shall be taken WiotftMy, out of the ftiotifeys de- 
ducted from the pay of *aemb6r& of feftid poKee force, 
on fte^eouiit of lost titfie, a mati calcmla^ U the rate 
of fifty (cretitt pe* tnontli ft* each member of such 
f O^ce, which Bti!E^ Shadl be ptdd to &^ ehleim^torlain 
of ttie city (rf NtJW Toi*k, ^nd invested by him as 
pfert of the p«Kk?6 life insui'anee fund of the police 
of Ncjw York dtf . Such portion of the ** Metropol- 
itan Edward Fund " bb shall beiotag of bd awarded to 
the city of K'ew Itof k in the d^ tision thereof ^ lihall be 
paid ovei* to the chatnberkin toi the city ol New York 
as tiiiistee of the polke lif 3 imm*an(^ fund, and shall 
be and become a pait ol ^aid Idist-named fund and 
be invested as such. iThe board of poli<i6 of the po- 
lice department of the city of N6w York, shall have 
power in their disbri^tiott (wh^jtfever in th^r opinion 
tho interests of the dopartoen% will be benefited here- 
by), by resoltttiott %o be adO^Mi^d by a unanimous vote 
and eitpressing thefeoa ft^nch opini<!)¥tj to dismiss from 
office in such police department, any captain or ser- 
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CaptaiiiBor 
sexgeantB 
maybe 
retirBd cm 
half pay. 



Work or 
supplieB, 
how 
provided for. 



geant, and place the person 90 dismiflaed on the pen- 
sion roll of said police life insnrance fund, and allow 
him an annual retiring pension of (not exceeding in 
amount) one-half the annual salary or compensation 
of such office. And said board may in Uke manner 
dismiss from office in said department any patroknan, 
and place the person so dismissed upon the said pen- 
sion roll, and allow him an annual retiring pension of 
not exceeding four hundred dollars per annum. All 
work to be done or supplies to be furnished, or other 
expenditure made for or on behalf of the said police 
department, shall be done, furnished or made by the 
commissioners of said department, who shall provide 
the necessary station and sub-station houses, and 
establish such regulations for furnishing such sup- 
plies and performing such work as they shall order, 
as in their judgment tixey may deem necessary and 
proper, and the money required for such purposes 
and all other sums required for the department shall 
be estimated for, and raised, in the manner provided 
by section seventy-five of the act entitled " An act 
to reorganize the local government of the city of New 
York," passed April fifth, eighteen hundred and 
seventy. The amounts required, from time to time, 
by the said department, shall be paid by the comp- 
troller of said city, on the requisition of the treasurer 
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of said department, as ordered by the board thereof, PoUoe funds 

to be paid to 

but according to modes and forms to be prescribed *"''^'^- 

by the finance department, under the provisions of 

law creating the same. Each commis^oner of police, 

the superintendent thereof, and the chief clerk and oaths may 

be adminis- 

deputy thereof, are authcndzed and empowered to ad- *®*^ 
minister oaths and affirmations in all matters pertain- 
ing to the department or the duties of any officer. 
Any wilful and corrupt swearing by any person to Penalty for 

false swear- 
any material fact before either of said officers, shall ^* 

be deemed perjury, and punished in the mannernow 

provided by law for such offenses. The treasurer 

of the board of police shall give a bond, with two Treasurer to 

give bond. 

sureties, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars each, 
for the faithful performance of his duties, said bond 
to be approved by the comptroller, and filed in his 
office. The said treasurer shall receive an annual 
salary of fifteen hundred dollars, in addition to. the salary of 

treasurer. 

amount provided for salary as a member of tlie board 
of police. 



% 20. [Of chap. 383, laws of 1870.] The board increase of 

foroe. * 

of police shall have authority to increase the force 
from time to time, as public necessity shall require 
not exceeding one hundred patrolmen in addition to 
&e number now authorized by law ; and said board 
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itetaflfor of polioe shall deiail from the force, to b^ under the 



I 



nayor. 



direction of the majror, not ezxseedmg twenty meto, to 
enforce the ordinanoea of the eorponttion* Hie board 
Board of po- of poUoe are h^ebjr anthorized and direeted to per- 

lioetoper- 

^^^"^ fbrfibt all the dutiefc required and designated to b6 per- 

^^^d fbihned by the comibissi^NierB of metropolitan pblice, 

applicable to Ihe citj of NeW York, by chapter seven 
hundred and foHy, lawB of eighteeh hundred and 
sixty-dvoy and by the unrepealed provisioDB of chapter 
ei^t hnndred and tWdlve, lai^ of el^teen hundred 
and eixty-fiiX) ainebdator|f^ thereof. J 



ARTICLE ElGHtH. 
Of the Depanment of Pabllc ITorkf . 

nepartment Bbo. 77. Thcfc fihftll be a dcpfcitaifetif of public works, 

ofpubUc ^ ^ ' 

SSiiS"" the head or chief officer of #hidi fihall be cskUed "Com- 
miasioner of Public Woris:6," who diall be appohrted by 
the mayor, and hold office for four years, and who shall 
receive a salary equal to that now or lately designated by 

oAtefs statute ot orditiaiice to the street commissioner. When- 
evet the Words chief engineer of fiie (Jroton aqueduct 
board, o^ pt^rident of the Croton aqueduct board, or 
street cortiinijseioner feh^ll occur in any existing law, ordi- 
nance, itesolutiioii, coiitrAct, or document, it shall be deemed 
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to mean tbe sif oresavd eammieBioner of public works, and 
wherever -in any law or in any erdinanoe otP obligation of 
th.Q coi»poration the words street d&:!^B,Ttv^jit ov Croton 
aqueduQt bofffd ^hall occur, it; ^ImlJ be de^wcd ajpd q,q?i- 
Btrned hereafter to mean the "Department of PubliQ 
Works," and the commissioner thereof. Within five days crotonaque- 

dnot depart- 

after the passage of this act the terms of office of the i&treet S^hed. 
commissioner of the city of New York, and the president 
commissioner, the assfetant eommis^ioi^er, and the chief 
engineer of the Croto;gi aqjiiedujct dep^rtm^nt of tfce city 
of New York shall end, and the said offices respectively 
shall be. abolished. The bureaux, offices and positions street de- 

partment 

now under the street department - or Oroton aqueduct °*®*^^*°* 

department, respectively, are hereby transferred to the 

" Department of Public Works,'^ togefehjei^ with all their property, 

&c., to be 

papers, books, documents, property and public effects, and J^edover 
with the like autlji^^ s^d con^pen^^on, ijj^d l^l^e teims 
of office of the several persons qow hql^i^g qffic^ or |io^-: 
tion or employment under said street and Croton aqueduct 
departments shall be terminated within five days fr6m the 
passage of this act. 

Sec. 78. The said department shall have cognizance powers and 

. . ' datieeof. 

and CQntrol : 

1. Of 1^11 8iti!uctipe# and pro^jrty comioetod with thQ 
supply and distribution of Croton water. 
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2. Of the collection of the revenues arising from- Ae 
sale or use of the Oroton water. 

3. Of opening, altering, regulating, grading, flagging, 
curbing, guttering, and lighting streets, roads, places, and 
avenues. 

4. Of the repairing and construction of public roads. 

5. Of the care of public buildings. 

6. Of the filling up of snnken lots. 

7. Of public sewers and drainage. 

8. Of street vaults. 

/ 9. Of paving, repaving, and repairing streets, and keep- 

ing the same clear. 

10. Of digging and consf ructing wells. 

Bnieansin. Sec. 79. Thcrc shall bc the following bureaux in the 
department of public works : 

Of water 1. A bureau for laying water-pipes, and the construc- 

pipes, sewers, 

*^ tion and repair of sewers, wells, and hydrants, paving and 

repaving and repairing streets ; the chief officer of which 
shall be called " Water Purveyor." 

Forcoueo- 2. A burcau for the collection of revenue derived from 

tiOQ of Wttttf 

revenue. ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^f wator; the chief officer of which shall 
be called " Water JRegister." 



( 
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8. A bureau having care of all structures and property otcroton 

aqnednct. 

connected with the supply and distribution of Croton 

water ; the chief oflficer of which shall be called "Chief chief en- 
gineer of. 

Engineer of the Croton Aqueduct," with power to appoint 
and remove at pleasure, and detail a staff of assistant engi- 
neers. He and they must be civil engineers of at least Aadatantsof. 
ten years' experience. The commissioner may delegate 
to this bureau any power and duty now conferred by 
law or ordinance on the chief engineer of the Croton 
aqueduct board. 

4. A bureau for grading, flagging, curbing, and gut- of grading 
tering streets ; the chief officer of which shall be called '^"^^'^ ^ 
" Superintendent of Street Improvements." 

5. A bureau of lamps and gas; the chief officer of of lamps 

and gas. 

which shall be called " Superintendent of Lamps and 
Gas." 

6. A bureau of streets and roads; the chief officer of ofstzeete 

and roads. 

which shall be called " Superintendent of Streets." 

7. A bureau of repairs and supplies, which shall have of repairs 

and sapplies. 

cognizance of aU supplies and repairs to public buildings, 
works, lands and places, and all other necessary repairs 
and supplies not provided for in other departments ; the 
chief officer of which shall be called " Superintendent of 
Kepairs and Supplies," and shall be a practical builder. 

8. A bureau for the collection of assessments; the 
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Of ooueetiflo cMef o&oev of whk^ shall be cftUed ^ Collector of Assess- 
°^** ments," and ]ub assistants^ ^* Deputy Collectops/' 



i 
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§1. [0/ chap. 383, l(m8 of 1870.] * * * 
Hereafter, alj flagging in the city of New York shall 
be laid fulj width^and north of Fourteenth street, 
sh^U be of such ipaterial aa the commissioner of pub- 
lic works shall direct * * * The conunis^ner 
of public works is authorized from time to time to 
provide for lighting the streets, avenues, and places 
of the city with gas, but shall not make any arrange- 
ment or agreement with any company or companies 
for such purpose for a period longer than one year at 
any given time. * * * 

§13. 10/ chc^, 983, lmo8 qf 1870.] The com- 
missioner of public works is hereby authorized, in 
his discretion, to cause water meters, of approved 
pattern and suitable for the purpose, to be designated 
by said commissioner, to be placed in all stores, 
workshops, hotels, manufactories, public edifices, at 
wharves, ferry-houses, stables, and in all the places in 
which water is furnished for business consumption by 
the department of public works, so that all water so 
furnished therein or thereat may be measured and 
known by the said department, and for the purpose of 
ascertaining the ratable proportion which consumers 
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of water should paj for the water therein or thereat 
received and used. Thereafter, as shall be determined 
by the commisBioner of public works, the said depart- 
ment shall make out all bill& and charges for water 
furnished by them to each and every consumer as 
aforesaid, to whose consumption a meter as aforesaid 
is affixed, in ratable proportion to the water consumed, 
as ascertained by the meter on his or her premises or 
places occupied or used as aforesaid. All expenses of Expense of 

metere to be 

meters, their connections and setting, water rates, and *"®°* 
other lawful charges for the supply of Croton water 
shall be a lien upon the premises where such water is 
supplied as now provided by law. Nothing herein 
contained shall be construed so as to remit or prevent 
the due collection of arrearages or charges for water 
consumption heretofore incurred, nor interfere with 
the proper liens therefor, nor of chaiges, or rates, or 
liens hereafter to be incurred for water consumption, 
in any dwelling-house, building or place which may 
not contain one of the meters aforesaid. 



§ 14. \0f chap. 383, loms of 1870.] No street, p«entor 

special 

avenue, or public place in the city of New York, which SSS^m 

on. 

has been once paved, and the expense thereof paid 

for by the owners of the adjoining property by as- 

sessment, shall hereafter be paved, with any patent 
13 
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or special pftTemwt,.tiale» petitioiAeiik for by a% ma- 
jority of the ownem) of th© property^oft tbet Ikio of 
tto propoaQd^iii*proyea»«8itj iwrriMite^ei/the reeolutioii 
or • ordiBamee ol tlie cammon coimeil . ml^Qri^mg the 
8«jBe shall beap{NrQVied.by theimayor; and apyr ordi- 
nance or resolution heretofore paoied^ffc any patent 
OT' specidL paireiiQjenlv whieh. haaoiotibQfin: approved 
by the ;n»yory or: the wiNtje petitu^nedi for- by as ma- 
jority of ' the owners. of the> adjoixiihg property .to be 
affeeted^ andfoir i;v^ieh:nO(Con1v»et>ha6ibejaair' entered 
into and npon, ie; . hcMreby • de^kuted to be. inoperative 
and void. 

Mmatet § 47^ [Of, cho^ 3!^^ J^o^i ^ ISfTOl] ; The com- 

'*'^**'**^ miasic^wrrofipabJifi; Wjori»: of> lie city of ? New York 

shall annually,, oni COP before the. first; day of Decem- 
ber^ make an* eatimatie of the i sum* olcinoney which 
will be required; fdn expenses .neeesBii^ to th« ladmin- 
istration« and conduct: of the department vo£ pnblic 
works [aa.established by the act entitled ''An act to 
reorganize the local government of the city of New 
York," pafl^ed April fifth^ eighteen hundred and sev- 
enty,] for the year nexit ejQsuing, and shall submrit.such 
estimate to the mayor and , comptroller ^ho shall, in 
connection' with the ^ said, commissioner, consider and 
revise^ ssch estimate on or befons the fifteenth day of 



Decbmber, and shall' fix attd' determine the amount 
whiek the fiiaid oommiBaienjea'^ofiipiiblie'wotlcs. shall be 
aibthorbsed to etp^ul duiing. suoh. jear^ and> such 
amount, when established by said mayor, comptroller, 
and commissioner of public works, shall thereby be- 
come' appropriated. The amount thud established 
shall be certified to the beard of supervisoss of the 
county of New Yorb by the c(Hnptroller, and the said 
board of supervisors, are empowered and directed, 
annually, to cause the amount thereof to be, accord- 
ing, to law^ raised and collected r by tax upon the 
estates, real and personal, subject to taxation within 
the said city, and county of MTewYOTk. 



ARTICLE NINTH. 

Of the Department' of Pliblle €taarltle§ and 

Correcttoiu 

S^. 80. The departmentof pmbliccharities'andcorrec- Boudof 

ohatltteA and 

tion/shaU hereafter be composed of and have for its head «>««ctioii; 
a.boairdiof five persons, which board «hall possess all. the 
powers, aod discharge all the dntieg now. conferred upon powenand 

duties of. 

such.department by, special laws andrby the prowsions , of 
chapter 510 of the Laws of. 1860, and acta and parts of 
aets amendatory thereto, except as the :same are modified 
or repealed by the provisions of this act. \ The said com- 
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Appoint- missioners herein provided for shall be appointed by the 

ment, term ^ rtr j 

•ndaaiary. mg^yQy foj. ^j^g terms of flve jeaTB respectively, anid each 
or said commissioners sh^ll receive the salary now desig- 
nated to such office. 



Salary of 
waxdfliLr 



SaUnyof 
phynoian. 



Salary of 



Firedeport- 



Appo&it- 
mentand 
terms of. 



^1. [Of chap. S8S,l(m8 0/1870.] * * * The 
salary of the warden of the city prisons is hereby 
fixed at five thousand dollars per annum, and the 
salary of the physician of the city prisons is hereby 
fixed at three thousand dollars per annum, each com- 
mencing with January first, eighteen hundred and 
seventy ; and the salary of James Donohue, derk in 
department of commissioners of charities and correc- 
tion, is hereby fixed at three thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum^ to date from January first, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy. * * * 

ARTICLE TENTH. 

Of the Fire Department. 

Sec. 81. The fire department shall have for its head a 
board, to consist of five persons, to be known as " Fire 
Commissioners of the City of New York," who shall be 
appointed by the mayor for the terms of five years 
respectively, [and each of said commissioners shall receive 
an annual salary of five thousand dollars. Modi/led iy 
the following provision^ being the last datise of sec. 2, 
chap. 383, Uw% ^/ISTO} : 



g 2. * * * The fire commigsioners skall' re- 
ceive the same salaries, respectively, as is now paid to 
the commissioners of charities And correction, re- salaries. 
spectively. 

SBa 82. There shall be in this-department two bureaux. Bureaus in. 

The chief officer of the first bureau shall be called the cwef en- 
gineer of. 

" Chief Enffineer." The chief officer of the other bureau inspector of 

*=* fire apparo- 

shall be called " Inspector of Fire A-pparatus." 

Sec. 83. The bureau at the head of which shall be the Duties of. 
inspector of fire apparatus, is charged with the duty of 
fulfilling all other duties connected with the fire depart- 
ment, except such as are performed by the chief engineer 
and the assistant engineers. 

Sec. 84. The said fire department is hereby empowered to superaeaa 

*• tf A. metropoli- 

to possess and directed to exercise all the powers, and to department. 
perform all the duties now provided by law to the metro- 
politan fire department, and shall have power to provide Powers and 

^ r > r XT duties of. 

supplies, horses, tools, implements, and apparatus of any 
and all kinds to be used in the extinguishing of fires, 
and fire-telegraphs, and to buy, sell, construct, repair, and 
have the care of the same, and take any tind all such 
action in the premises as may be reasonably necessary 
and proper, and upon due organization as a department, 
to take possession of , for its use, alb city property and 



1S4 

apparatus, and b<K^, then er lately in custody of the 
metropolitan Hve department. 

Appoint- Seo. 85. The said board shall appoint u secretary, chief 

Meats bf. 

and assistant engineers, and as many clerks, firemen, and 
other appointees as may be ^necessary, who -shall receive 
the like compensation as that paid to them respeetively in 
the metropolitan fire department. They sbdlL'at dltimes 
May remove bc undcr the diseipHne of 'the said board an9 perform eudi 

atplenanre. 

duties as may be assigned to them by the said board, and 

may be removed by said board at pleasure,; and the chief 

preaent engineer, assistant engineers, firemen, and employes now 

fbroetrana- 

ferredto. jjj ^j^^ metropolitan fire department are hereby made 
subordinates of this department, aqd are hereby transfer- 
red to this department. 

Duties of Sec. 86. The oncers, fii-emen, and appointees of the 

appointees of 

fire department, with their apparatus of all kinds, when on 
duty, shall have the ri^t of way at anj fii?e and in any 
highway, street, or avenue, over any and all vehicles 
of .any kind, except those carrying the United States 
Penalty for mail. Aud auy person who shall refuse the right of way, 

obstniotinK. 

or in any way obstruct any fire apparatus or any of said 
ofiicers while in performance of duty, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and be liable to punishment for the sanne. 

Sue. 87. It shall be a misdemeanw, pctnishable hj im- 
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i 



i 
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^prisontaeat in the' eouni^ iail fopa -period ^frnot'less than Faulty (« 
iBixty dBy«,.iforJiaipe!tw(Q not'so enroUed orempl^^ or *****=^- 
^appoiisted bythe/BsM id^partm(BBt,iH^ tbe nirhole or 

.'any: pail; of .theuni£ortxi>or JnBigraaipjresoiiibedito be worn 
by the t4ilesiand'r€@i]flaUoliS4iK£'dierbMrd/t)irijdoiaxiy»act as 
ififemen not dnly^aatboidfiied >by tbfe board hereby created, 
/«ir toi isiter£(»'e>^itii hhe property oor appasitus of the fire 
*>difepartment in.any manner, unless ) by authoriiy of the de- 
tpsotDoent. y 

Sec. 88. No person holding: office under this depart- ExempticmB 

■^ *^ '■ of appointees 

ment shall be liable to military or jury duty while per- 
formi^ig his du^y as a fireman. 

Beo. 89. ^It ^shall be ithe^diity 6i %afd (d^paitment to unifonnfor. 
' fiolake suitable regulations' tiifd^ i/W!rich< its officiers and men 
'shall be ^ required to ^t^dr'a'ny'aj^opriatfe unifortti and 
badge by whidi, in * case ' 6f 'fire ^and ^t ^ther times, the 
ttuthorityifttod'reMtions df such 'offleueAs affifd men^n said 
^epftrtmeiit inay' be *n(ynfn,' ds ^be {exige?tfe*y ^f their duties 
may require. 

§ 46. [Of chap. 383, laws (7/1870.] The board of Estimates 
fire commissioners df the city of New York [estab- p™"**"*- 
lished by the 'aftt erititled ''^'An a^ifto make provision 
for tlieloealigo"V!einmenjt of ^the^citydf New Yotk," 
Ipafilsed April .fifth, ejlghteen hundred ^and seventy,] 
'«shall,iaimaaI]^/on.or^bef(fte ithe fiistday of December, 
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make an estimate of the sum of money whioh will be 
required for expenses necessary to the administration 
and conduct of the fire departinent for the year next 
ensuing, and diall submit such estimate to the mayor, 
comptroller, and president of the said board of fire 
^commissioners, wh6 shall, on or before the fifteenth 
day of December, consider and revise such estimate, 
and shall fix and determine the amount which the 
said fire commissioners shall be authorized to expend 
during such year, and such amount, when established 
by said mayor, comptroller, and president of the 
board of fire commissioners, shall thereby become ap- 
propriated. The amount thus established shall be 
certified to the board of supervisors of the county of 
New York, by the comptroller ; and the said board 
of supervisors are empowered and directed annually 
to tsause the amount thereof to be, according to law, 
raised and collected by tax upon the estates, real 
and personal, subject to taxation within the said city 
and county of New York. 



( 



ARTICLE ELEVENTH. 
Of the Health DepartmeBt. 

Health de- Ssc. 90. The health department shall consist of the 

partment. 

police commissioners of the city of New York, the health 
ofiicer of the port, and also four officers to be called, I 
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" CommiBsioners of H^ealth of the city of New York," oommiadon 

ere of. 

who fthall be appointed by the mayor for a term of five 
years; two of whom must have been practising physicians Qnaufica- 

ticmsof. 

in said city for a period of five years preceding their 
appointment. Said four commissioners of health shall 
receive an annual @ltlary of five thousand dollars each, salary. 
These several officers shall, t^etlier constitute a board, 
which shall be the head of the health depa^rtment. 

Sec. 91. There shall be four bureaux in this depart- Bowausin. 
ment. The chief officer of one bureau shall be called the 
"City Sanitary Inspector," and he shall be a practising of sanitary 
physician of at least ten years in the city of New York. 
There shall be another bureau, to be called the '^ Sanitary of sanitary 

permits. 

Permit Bureau." There shall be another bureau, to be 
called the "Bureau of Street Cleaning." The chief offi- of street 

<deaning. ■ 

cer of another bureau shall be called the " Kegister of Register of 

reoords. 

Records." And in said bureau shall be recorded, without 
fees, every birth, marriage, and death, and all inquisitions 
of coroners (excepting those whereby a jury fi.nd a death 
caused by negligence or malicious injury), which shall 
occur or bo taken within ttie city of New York. 

Seo. 92. It shall be the duty of said board, immediately sanitary 

oodetobe 

upon organization under this act, to cause to be conformed **®pted. 
to this article the code of laws and- regulations then or 
lately adopted by the board of health for the metropoli- 



tan Bftnitary di6trict, T^ch 'shall be oaUedthe^'Satiitaiy 
Additkmto. 'Code/' A*ad aaiii health department is h^^by aiithorfeed 
^«nd empowered to «dd to sut^h sanitaiy eode^from'tiuae to 
time ;aldditional pponosions for 'the^eeearity '6if life att& 
health in the city df Ke»w lYotk, »an!d ^therein'^todiAtribtite 
•appropriate 'po>wef8Mand dlaties 'to tfae^meiiibeiB aitd^^lb- 
r ploy^ of thei board of health. Any Eolation of said code 
shall be treated aoJd puaidiedais a imsdameemor. 



t 



Powers and 
duties of 
boards of 
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oot i ffl iml 
apam. 



dooiBttkd 
noQzdB^f 
metropolitan 
board tamed 
orer. 



Sec. 93. [As a/mended hy sec. 2Q, chap, 383, laws 
of 1870.] Whenever, in any law of this state, any 
^power or duty shall be conferred or enjoined npon 
any board of health, or in relation to the board of 
health of the metropolitan sanitary district, except 
as herein provided, the same shall be applicable to 
the department hereby created. Upon the organiza- 
tion of the said board under this act, the metropoli- 
tan board of health and its officers and employes 
shall, on demand, turn over to the department of 
health created by this act, all the property of every 
kind, books, records, and papers in the use or posses- 
sion of said metropolitan board of health, its officers 
^or- employes, in the city of New York, ^for the' uses 
aafl purposes t)f ^the ^hedlth department by ^tiris act 
^established ; and the health department ^reitted 'by 
* this act are hereby authorized and empowered, iin- 



( 



\ 
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mediately upon entering upon the .duties of their 
offiee, to take posiseBsioii of th!e«ame for sachuses and 
,purpo6e6,> and to hold ^tiie'#ame Bubjeet- to the'tK>ntrol 
^nd Buperior. title ^therein of the eity«ind ^county of 
New Yoit. All ordeM duly made Iwiliie melaxDpoli- orders o< 

•^ •' ^ metropoli- 

tan board ^df ^heaUh,iand*byfeeir terms' or necessary maybe 

executed. 

legal effect 'to iDfe ^executed in'the<city«<xf New York, 
may be executed, and ihe ^^tecntion ^thereof com- 
.pell0d,i«nd 'the ecsecution of -^sueh of them as are 
(partly executed may be -completed by *the depart- 
im^nt of health hereby created ; 'and &e > said orders 
may be severally rescinded or ^modified 'by last said 
department, with like effect as could have been done 
by the metropolitan board of health at the time the 
said orders were severally made. 'The said depart- 
ment may discharge all liens upon real estate in the 
city of New York, created in proceedings instituted 
by the metropolitan board of health, in the same man- 
ner and for the Bame causes that, by laws existing 
January first, eighteen hundred and seventy, they 
codld be discharged by the metropolitan 'board of 
"^health. The authority, duty, and powers coiif erred powers and 

duties of 

or enjoined upon the metropolitan "board of 'health SJJ'^^' 

conferred 

by chajiter seventy-four of the laws of eighteen hun- ^p^^- 
dred and sixty-six, and* the several acts amendatory 
thereof, and by any other subsequent laws of this 
state, and upon the several oflScers and members of 
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said board, not inconBiBtent with the provieions of this 
act, are hereby conferred upon and vested in or en- 
joined upon, and ehall hereafter be exclusively ex- 
ercised in the city of New York, by the health depart- 
ment and board of health, created by this act and by 
the officers of last said board of health and the said 
health department, and the same are to be exercised 
in the manner specified in the said chapter seventy- 
four of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-six, 
and the several acts amendatory thereof, and by any 
other subsequent laws of this state, and in conformity 
to the provisions of this act. 

EBdmateand § 45. [<?/ cho^. 383, law8 of 1870.] The board 

of commissioners of health of the city of New 
York [established by the act entitled " An act to 
make provision for the local government of the city 
of New York," passed April fifth, eighteen hundred 

and seventy,] shall annually, on or before the 
first day of December, make an estimate of the sum 
- of money which will be required for expenses neces- 
sary to the administration and conduct of the health 
department for the year next ensuing, and shall 
submit such estimate to the mayor, comptroller, and 
president of the saidbotyrd of commissioners of health, ' 
who shall, on or before the fifteenth day of Decem- 
ber, consider and revise such estimate, and shall fix 
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and determine the amount which the said commis- 
Bioners of health shall be authorized to expend during 
such year; and such amount, when established by said 
mayor, comptroller, and president of the board of 
commissioners of health, shall thereby become appro- 
priated. The amount thus established shall be certified 
to the board of supervisors of the ctounty of New 
York by the comptroller, and the said board of super- 
visors are empo\wred and directed annually, to cause 
the amount thereof to be, according to law, raised and 
collected by tax upon the estates^ real and personal, 
subject to taxation, within the said dty and county of 
New York. 

§1. [Of cTia^. 383, laws ^/ J870.] * * * Extra street 

The board of health is hereby authorized to make 
arrangements with the contractor for cleaning the 
streets for such additional cleaning of the streets as 
they shall from time to time deem the public health 
to require, and the expenses thus incurred shall be 
included in the taxes of the year. * * * 



ARTICLE TWELFTH. 
N Of tbe Department of Public Parks. 

Seo. 94. The department of public parks shall con- PubUo places 

north of 

trol and manage all public parks and public places above ^"^*^ ^**®®*^ 
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Additional 

estimafceB 

authorised. 



Cffual. street^ wbii^i are oft the< rBaltj>o£< the city of New 
Torfc.. 

§116J [Of<^..S8i^law9;of 1870 J] All parks and 
public* groimdB'fiaiil;!! of' Canal street)! shall. hereafter 
be under^thecontroll and .management of the depart- 
ment^ oi pnblic parksj and notbitig in anj aet con- 
tained £^11> be deemed, constrned, or taken to abro- 
gate or impair any powers or duties conferred on 
the said d^Mtrtment of pnblic' parks, [by virtne of 
artiole twelve of chapter one hundred and thirty- 
seven^ laws of one thousand eight hundred aiid sev- 
enty,] Mid all acts conferring powers and devolving 
duties upon the board of commissioners of theC^itral 
park are hereby transferred to and' conferred upon 
the said department of pubUc. parks, but no action 
of the board composing said department. shall be 
deemed final or binding imleas it shall have received 
the approval of .a. majority of the said board whose 
names shall be recorded in its minutes. . The depart- 
ment of public parkfi.is hereby authorized to include 
in the estimate, which said department is authorized 
to make for moneys required for the maintenance and 
government of the Central park, such further sum as 
may be annually required for the maintenance, gov- 
ernment, and improvement of the several parks, roads, 
and avenues under the control of said department 
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SBa 95« Thijvd^artmeBjk.Bliall be: under the chaifge of Baudot 

• oommlflBioti- 

a/ board, to cQn^ist of five* naemhers, who shall be^^appointed ^ ^'^ 
by the mayor, and' duJl t resppctiyely ^hold.office for terms 
of fiveyeay&.r 

Sec. 96. AH provisions of law which' provide for the Fwversaod 

duties of. 

maintenance and government of the Central Park, or 
grant powers and devolve duties upon, [or award allow- 
ance for carriage hire to, — tliese words repealed hy see, 15, 
cha^. 383, la/u)8 of 18T0,] the commissioners of the Cen- 
tral Park, [or provide salary for the comptroller of said 
park, — these words repealed hy sec. 15, cAop. 383, h/vos of 
1870,] shall apply to the department of parks hereby 
established, and to the commissioners and comptroller 
thereof respectively. 

§ 15. [^OfdhAp. 383,,&Miwt/185rO.] No member of ^LST^* 
the board of. the department of public parks shall 
receive any salary or other compensation for his ser- 
vices in any capacity connected with said department. 
The said department of parks is hereby directed to Boulevard at 

Fif^ninth 

perfect the boulevard on the southerly side of, the ^^"^^^ 
Central park in Fifty-ninth street, by removing there- 
from the railway tracks of the North, East, and Cen- 
tral ParkEailroad Company ; and permission is hereby 
given to said company to lay double tracks, in lieu 
of tracks so removed, in Fifty-eighth street, to con- 
nect suitably with their other tracks now laid in the 



in 



Boulerardto 
be wholly in 
chaigeof 
department. 



Eleventh and First avenues. The road or public 
drive laid out 6n the map or plan of the city of New 
York, by the commissionere of the Central park, pur- 
suant to the provisions of chapter five hundred and 
sixty-five laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-five, 
shall hereafter be known as "The Boulevard," and 
shall be wholly imder the care, management, and 
control of the department of public parks, and as 
to the use thereof the said department shall have, 
possess, and enjoy all the powers now or hereafter 
possessed, enjoyed, or exercised by said commission- 
ers in respect to the Central park in said city. 



AETICLE THIRTEENTH. 



Of the Department of Balldings. 

Department Sec. 97. There shall be a department called the "De- 

of boUdingB. 

partment of Buildings," the chief ofiicer of which shall be 
Superintend- Called the "Superintendent of Buildings," who shall be 

eaat of, term 

and salary, appointed by the mayor for a term of five years, and who 

shall receive an annual salary of seventy-five hundred 

Powenaand dollars. The powcrs and duties of said department, its 

duties of. 

oflScers and employes and subordinates, shall continue as 
now authorized by special laws (except as modified or re- 
pealed by this- act), in relation to buildings in the city of 
New York. 
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Sbo. 98. Whenever in any aet the •words " Department 

« 
« 

for the Survey and- Inspection of Buildings,'* or *' Super- 
intendent of Buildings" shall occur, applicable to the 
city of New York, the same shall be taken to mean the 
department of buildings and the superintendent of build- 
ings herein authoVized. 



AETICLE FOUETEENTH. 
Of tile ]>eipartment of Doeiiw^. 

Sec. 99. There shall be a department of docks, the Department 

of docks. 

head of which shall be a board consisting of five persons 
residing in the city of New York, to be appointed by the Board of, 

appoint- 

mayor, who shall hold oflSce for the term of five years, J^*^^ 
and shall possess such powers and perform such duties Powers, 

duties, and 

and receive such compensation as shall be established and ^^^' 

defined by the commissioners of the sinking fund of the 

city of New York [and who may, in the performance of Limitation 

of eiqpcaidi- 

such duties, expend annually for the repair or reconstruc- *°^*^* 
tion of the wharves, piers, and slips of said city, not more 
than three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Hepealed 
by the provisions of sec, 42, cha(p. 383, lams q/*1870.] 

§ 82. \Pf oha/p. 388, Imos of 1870.] The depart- to contmi 

all wharf 

ment of docks in the city of Ney York shall have J^^^' 

exclusive charge and control, subject, in the particu- 
14 
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lars hereinafter mentioned, to the commiBsionerB of 
the sinking fund of Baid citj, of all the wharf prop- 
erty belonging to the corporation of the city of 
New York, including all the wharves, piers, bulk- 
heads, and structures thereon, and waters adjacent 
thereto, and all the slips, basins, docks, water-fronts, 
land under water, and structures thereon, and the 
appurtenances, easements, uses, reversions and rights 
belonging thereto, which are now owned or possessed 
by the said corporation, or to which said corporation 
is or may become entitled, or which said corporation 
may acquire under the provisions hereof, or other- 
wise; and said department shall have exclusive 
charge and control of the repairing, building, re- 
building, maintaining, altering, strengthening, leasing 
and protecting said property, and every part thereof, 
and of all the cleaning, dredging, and deepening 
necessary in and about the same. Said department 
is also hereby invested with the exclusive government 
and regulation of all wharves, piers, bulkheads, and 
structures thereon, and waters adjacent thereto, and 
all the basins, slips, and docks, with the land under 
water in said city, not owned by said corporation. 
The duties and powers heretofore performed and 
exercised by any officer, department, or bureau of 
the said corporation in and about all or any part of 
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the said property, are hereby transferred to, und 
vested exclusively in, the said department, but this 
provision shall not afiect the powers of the aforesaid 
commissioners of the sinking fond. * 

§ 33. IPfcheiip. 388, loms (/ 1870.] The said de- P«r8on8tabe 
partmient of docks shall, immediately after organizing, 
appoint, by public advertisement, a time and place in t 
said city to hear all persons interested in the improve- 
ment of the water-front of the said city, and the 
establishment of permanent wharf accommodations 
for special commercial interests, and at such time 
and place the board thereof shall assemble and hear 
such persons as shall then appear, and receive and 
file all memorials and plans then and there presented. 
Immediately after such hearing, the said boal*d shall .j.^ advertiM 

for plans. 

advertise for plans for the best method of improving 
the water-front and harbor of the city of New York, 
by a new system of wharves, piers, docks, basins, and 
slips, which shall accommodate the present commerce 
of said city and harbor, and shall provide for the 
future expansion and increase thereof, and for the 
facilitation of the transportation of freight along 
said water-front, so as to render the whole water- 
front of said city available to the commerce of said 
port. Said plans to contain provision for such special 
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ProvisionB 
for eped^ 
oommerdal 
interesta. 



commercial intereete as said board shall indicate in 
the advertisement f Pi* 0^ch plans, i^nd to be drawn 
up and presented to s^d board at such time and 
place, and •accpmpi^ied by suf^ docum0ntS9 sp^ifi- 
cations, estimates, and particulars as said advertise- 
ment shall sp^Hdfy, And said board may extend 
the time to present such plans, but not lat^ than 
the first day of J^^npary, eighteen. hu9dred and 
seventy-OA^ 



examiiiatioB 
of plaxis. 



Flans 

adopted to be 
approved ty 
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fund. 



Sec. 34. {Ofahofp. 888, Ixvm ^/ISTOJ Said board 
of the said department of docks shall meet and ex- 
amine such plans from time to tinoe, and shall, on or 
before the first day of May, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, determine upon any one of said phois for 
the whole or any, part of said water-front, or may, 
in its discretion, caiwe a new plan to be made 
combining the separate features .of, any two or more 
plans, and deteirmine upon sueh new plan. And said 
board shall^ when it has determined upon any plan 
or plans for the whole or. any part of said water-front 
send such plan or plans sa determined upon^ together 
with all docnments, speeifij^onst, estimates, and par- 
ticulars relating thereto, ta the cprnmissionersiof the 
sinking fund, whp may adppt or reject any such .plan 
or plans. If any such plan be rejected by said com- 
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1^9 
inisBionerB of the sinking futid, the said*board shall Rejection ot 

plan. 

send another plan in plaee thereof to said commis- 
doiiers. The plan or plans adopted by the said com- Adoption of 

plan. 

missioners of the siirking fttnd shall be returned by 
tiieoi to the said board, widi a certificate of such 
adoption VHtten thereofi, which eertiftcsite shall 
specify liie territory 6r district which said plan shall 
cover and control, and said plan and certificate shall 
be filed in the oflSce of said board, and be open to 
pnblic inspection, and shall, from thd time of such 
adoption, be the sole plan according to which any 
wharf, pier, bulkhead^ basin, dock, or slip, or any 
wharf j structure, or superstructure, shall thereafter 
be laid out or eonsfrueted within, the territory or 
district embraced in and specified upon such plan. 
And said board shall give notice, by advertisement Notice of 

adoption. 

for six weeks^ of the adoption of such plan. From 
this time of the adoption of said plan no wharf, pier, 
bulkhead, basin, dock, slip, or any wharf, structure, 
or superstructure, shall be laid out, built, or rebuilt 

i 

within such territory or district except in accordance 
with such plan. 

§ 35. [Of chap. 383, laws of 1870.] The said 
board of the department of docks is hereby authorized 
to acquire, in the name and for the benefit of the 
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corporation of the city of New York, any and all 
wharf-property in said city to which the corporation 
of the city of New York then has no right or title, 
and any rights, termB, easements^ and privileges per- 
taining to any wharf-property in said city, and not 
owned by said corporation, and said board nmy ac- 
quire the same either by purchase or by process of 
law as herein provided. Said board naay agree with 
the owners of any such property, rights, terms, ease- 
ments, or privil^es upon a price for the same, and 
shall certify such agreement to the commissioners 
of the sinking fund, and if said commissioners ap- 
prove of such agreement, said board shall take from 
such owners, at such price, the necessary convey- 
ances and covenants for vesting said property, rights, 
terms, easements, or privileges in, and assuring the 
same to, the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the 
city of New York forever, and said owners shall be 
paid such price from the city treasury as hereinafter 
provided. If the said board shall deem it proper that 
the said corporation should acquire possession of any 
such wharf -property, rights, terms, easements, or privi- 
leges, for which no price can be agreed upon between 
the owners thereof and said board, the said board may 
direct the counsel to the corporation of said city to 
take legal proceedings to acquire the same for the 
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mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of said city, and the 
said counsel to the corporation shall take the same 
proceedings to acquire the same as are by law pro- 
vided for the taking of private property in said city 
for public streets or places, and the provisions of law 
relating to the taking of private property for public 
streets or places in said city, are hereby made appli- 
cable, as far as may be necessary, to the acquiring of 
the said property, rights, terms, easements, and privi- 
leges. 

§ 36. \Pf cha/p. 383, Uwb of 1870.] When the Proceedings 

after ado|>- 

plan or plans, mentioned in the thirty-fourth section of *i<Mi<rfpJ«»- 
this act, have been adopted by the comnussioners of the 
sinking fund, as provided in said thirty-f oiu*th section, 
the said board of the department of docks shall pro- 
ceed, according to said plan or plans, to lay out, estab- 
lish, and construct wharv^es, piers, bulkheads, basins, 
docks or slips, in the territory or district embraced in 
such plan or plans, and in and upon or about the prop- 
erty owned by the mayor, aldermen and commonalty 
of the city of New York, without interfering with 
the property or rights of any other person, except so 
far as may be necessary to insure the safety and sta- 
bility of the wharves, piers, bulkheads, basins or slips 
so to be constructed. And said board may commence 



Construction 

howoom- 

menoed. 



Proponls. 



Openiac^oad 

examination 

ot 



Execution of 
contract 
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such construction in aectiotis of said territory or dis- 
trict, from time to time, so as not to seriously incom- s 
mode the commerce of said city. The work of such 
construction, ^nder said plan or plans, shall be per- ' 
formed by contract, as follows : The said board shall 
prepare full and minute ^specifications for auch work, 
and advertise for proposals for doing said work, under 
said plan or plans, and according to &uch specifications ; 
proposals therefor shall be signed by the bidders for 
said work, and be sent to said board within the time 

specified in such advertisements, accompanied by a 

* 
bond, of the form set forth in jBaid specifications, duly 

executed. The said board shall open said proposals 
on a day to be specified in such advertifiemant, and 
shall examine them and shall award the contract for 
said work to the lowest responsible bidder complying 
with such plan or plans and specifications; such 
contract shall be executed by the said board on be- 
half of the mayor, aldermen and commonalty of the 
city of New York, and shall always contain provisions 
as to tho time of commencing and completing said 
work, and for the retention of at least one-fourth of the 
contract price until the completion of said work, as 
security for its performance, and for the forfeiture 
of said contract for non-performance of the terms 
thereof. Said board may, upon the forfeiture of any 






i 
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such contract, proceed to complete tihe work there- Forfeitnreoi 

oontxaot. 

cmder without coittract, or may re-advertise for propo- 
sals to complete said work, and award a new contract 
therefor in the same manner as provided herein for 
awarding the original contradt ; but no bidder under 
this section shall be bhtitled to a contract until his bid 
shall be approved and accepted by skid board. 

§ 37. \Pfchap. 383, laws of 1870.] When any of charges ot 

wharfage. 

the wharves, piers, bulkheads, slips, docks, and basins, 
constructed under the provisions of this act relating 
thereto shall be opeti to the public use, the said board 
of the department of docks shall regulate the charges 
for wharfage and dockage of all vessels admitted 
theret6, and may alter such charges from time to 
time as the public trade may aiithoriize and &e said 
board deem propei* ; provided that the rates of wharf- For canai 
age on boats navigaiting the canals of the state shall 
not be increased beyond the present rates, and no 
restriction of the amount of whkrf and slip room 
occupied by them shall be made ; and said board 
may appropriate any of such wharves, piere, bulkheads, 
basins^ or slip^, to the sole ulse of special kinds of spedai kinds 

ofoomnierce. 

commerce, and may in the name and for the benefit 
of the corporation of said city, lease any or all of such 
property for a term not exceeding ten years, and i«-«. 



CorenantBin 
leasee. 
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covenant for renewal or renewals, at advanced rents, 
of such leases for terms of ten years each, but not 
exceeding in the aggregate fifty years. All leases 
©ther than for districts appropriated by said board to 
special commercial interests, shall be made at public 
auction to the highest bidder. All leases made by 
said board shall contain covenants on the part of the 
lessees to make all needful repairs upon or about 
the property leased, and to maintain and keep in 
good condition the property leaaed during the term of 
the lease, under the penalty of forfeiture of such 
lease and damages. 



ft 



Rules and 
regolatianB 
for govem- 
mentand 
care. 



ViolatkoB 
ot 



§ 38. [Of chap. 383, Imos of 1870.] The said 
board of the department of docks shall establish and 
enforce all needful rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment and proper care of all the property placed in 
its charge and under its control by the provisions of 
this act relating thereto, and shall furnish, a copy of 
such rules and regulations to all the owners and occu- 
pants of such property, and shall make all needful 
orders and adopt all resolutions necessary to carry 
the provisions of this act relating thereto into effect, 
and fix penalties for disobeying such rules, regula- 
tions or orders, and shall publish such orders. The 
violation of or disobedience to any rule, regulation or 



( 
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order of said board shall be a misdemeanor, punish- how 

pnnJudiaMe. 

able by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or 
by imprisonment, not exceeding thirty days, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment on complaint of 
said board. The penalties-aforesaid may be recovered Becovery of 

^ . ■ *' penalties. 

by suit in the name of the mayor, aldermen and com- 
monalty of the city of New York, and such suit shall 
be prosecuted by the counsel to the said corporation 
when directed by said board ; and no defendant in any 
such suit shall be permitted to plead ignorance of 
any such order, rule or regulation. All rents, fines To he paid 

•/ ' o ' into sinking 

and penalties, and other moneys collected by said 
board, or by its direction, shall belong to the treasury 
of said city, and be paid into the sinking fund for 
the redemption of the city debt. Any three members 
of said board shall be a quorum for the transaction Quorum, 
of any business of said board. Said board shall hold 
stated meetings, to be specified in by-laws, which said Meetings. 
board shall prepare and may alter from time to time. . 

§ 39. [Of chap. 888, Imos of 1870.] The mem- organiza- 

tion. 

bers of said board of the department of docks shall 
meet and organize as a board, by electing one of said 
members to be president thereof. The said board President. 
shall have power to hire, for a term of not more 
than ten years, an oflSce or offices in said city, and omoes. 
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Gompenaa- 
tion. 



Aggregate 
ezpenae. 
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to be pre- 
scribed. 



Resignation. 



Non-resl- 
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Vacancies, 
how filled. 



fnmifih and Bnpply the same for the transactioii of 
the I)ii8ine88 of the board, and shall appoint a secretary 
and such subordinate officers, clerks, and agents as 
shall be necessary to assist said board in the perform- 
ance of its duties and the exercise of its powers, 
and may fix the compensation of all persons so ap- 
pointed ; but the annual expenses of said board, for 
rent, furniture, supplies, and compensation of secre- 
tary and subordinate officers, clerks, and agents, shall 
not exceed in the aggregate the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars. The president of said board shall 
be elected annually by the members thereof, and shall 
preside at all meetings of said board, and in case of 
his absence a temporary president may be elected 
by the board to preside. The board shall, in its 
by-laws, prescribe the duties of its secretary and of 
all the aforesaid subordinate officers, agents, or clerks, 
and may remove all persons appointed by said board, 
and appoint others in their places. Any member 
may resign his office by written resignation sent to 
the mayor of the city of New York. When any 
niember of said board shall cease to reside in the city 
of New York his office as a member of said board 
shall become vacant. Any vacancy in said board and 
office, from death, resignation or otherwise, sihall be 
filled by appointment by the said mayor for a full 
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term, No member of said board shall be interested, Members not 

to be inter- 
directly or iudirectly, in any contract, lease, bargain, ^^ *"y 

purchase or agreement made by said board, under 

penally of reiiioval from office, and a violation of this Pemuty. 

prohibition shall be a misdemeanor and punishable 

aa such. 

Sbo. 40. lOfchc^. 383, laws {3/1870.] Said board Reporta. 
of the department of dqcks shall anpuajly^ on or 
before the first. Monday of January in each year, 
present to the mayor of said city, and publish for 
one week a report, containing : 1. The name, occupa- ipubuo«tion. 
pation, and compensation of all persons appointed 
and employed by said board. 2. A statement of the 
actipn of the. board for the past year, classified with 
reference to the various subjects and duties which 
have engaged the attention of the board. 3. A list 
of the orders and rules made by said board, and a 
description of the contracts made by said board, the 
payments made by said board, and the purposes and 
amounts thereof, and the leases made by said board, 
for what term, at what rent, to wh9m and for what 
property. 

§ 41. [Of chap. 383, laws of 1870.] The adver- 
tisements Mid publications proyid^d in the provisions 
of this act relating to the department of docks to be 
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1$ 



How pub- 
lished. 



Interest of 
people of 
state to lands 
under water. 



made hj said board of said department, shall be 
made in not more than five daily and five weekly 
newspapers published in said city, and at such rates 
as the said board may agree upon with snch newspa- 
pers, and for snch times, except where the time is 
specially provided in the provisions of this act re- 
lating thereto, as the said board may deem proper. 
The commissioners of the land office are hereby 
authorized and directed to convey by proper instru- 
ments in writing, necessary for the purpose, all the 
property, right, title, and interest of the people of the 
state of New York in and to the land under water 
used and taken by the said board for the construc- 
tion of wharves, docks, piers, bulkheads, basins, and 
slips under this act, whenever said commissioners 
may be required by said board to make such convey- 
ance to the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the 
city of New York, 



Dock bonds 
to be issued. 



§42. [Ofehap. 383, laws of 1870.] The comptroller 
of the city of New York shall, from time to time, 
when directed by the commissioners of the sinking 
fund, prepare and issue bonds of said city to be 
called "Dock Bonds of the City of New York," 
signed, sealed, and countersigned in the same man- 
ner as other bonds of said city,*and bearing not more 



i 
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than seven per cent, intereet per annum, and redeem- 
able from time to time, but not before thirty years 
after the date thereof, for the purpose of raising the 
moneys necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
act, relating to the department of docks, its powers 
and dnticB ; and the supervisors of the connty of New 
York shall raise annually, by tax upon the estates in 
the said county subject to taxation, a sum equal to 
the annual interest upon so much of said bonds as 
shall have been issued, and shall raise in . like man- 
ner, when said bonds shall fall due, a sum sufficient 
to pay the principal of said bonds. But not more limitation 

^ '^ ^ ^ to^000,000 

than three millions of dollars of aaid bonds shall be *y®*'* 
issued in any one year, and none of said bonds shall 
be sold for less than the par value thereof. The 
moneys received from sales of Baid bonds shall be 
deposited in the treasury of the city of New York, 
and shall be drawn out and paid by the comptroller 
of said city for the several objects and purposes 
provided in this act, relating to the said department, 
its powers and duties, upon the requisition of the said 
board of the department of docks, countersigned by 
the commissioners of the sinking fund. The expenses 
and compensation of said board, its rent, the com- 
pensation of its appointees, the purchase-money and 
damages awarded under the thirty-fifth section of 
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Ckirpoistloa 

coanaeltobe 

l^lpaladTiaer. 



this act upon the acquisition of private property^ the 
payments under the contracts mentioned in the thir- 
ty-sixth section of this act, and for work performed 
under s€dd section ; and all other expenses and dis- 
bursemente necessarily incurred in canymg out the 
said provisions of this . act in keeping, maintaming, 
repairing, building, and rebuilding the wharves be- 
longing to the said corporation, in dredging and 
cleaning slips, shall be paid out of said moneys in 
the m^nner above provided. Hie counsel to the 
corporation of said city shall be the legal adviser of 
said board, and shall appear and defend said board, 
and advise said board in all matters, suits, or pro- 
ceedings when directed by said board. 



Meaning of 
terms. 



§ 43. \_0f chap, 883, laws of 1870.] The term 
"board," when. used in the provisions of this act 
relating to tl;te department of docks, its powers and 
duties, shall be taken to mean the " board govern- 
ing the department of docks in the city of !N^ew 
York," and the tenn^ " said corporation," and " cor- 
poration of the city of New York," when used there- 
in, shall be taken to miean the " mayor, aldermen, and 
commonalty of the city of New York," and the terms 
"property" and " wharf -property," whenever used 
therein, shall be taken to mean not only all wharves, 
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pieFS, docks, bulkbeadB, slips, and ba^iz^? but tbe 

lands beneatb the same, and aU rights, privileges, and 
easement^ therepi, 

§ 44. [Of chap. 383, law9 of 1870.] The provisions Not to affect 

control of 

of this act relating to the department of docks, its SSSjtb. 
powers and duties, shall not affect the powers of the 
captain of the port, and harbor masters of the port of ' 
New York, or those of the port wardens of the port 
of New York, as the same are now defined by law. 



AETICLE 



Of the Bpar4 of Street Openings. 

§30. \Pf eha^. 383, law9 of 1870.] The mayor, Board of 
comptroller, and conamieeioner of public works in **p®°*°^ 
the city f& New York, and the consmijssiQners of 
taxes and «£8essme]3i4» for the city and county of New how 

' composed. 

York, shall together form a board, to be known as 
^^The Board of Street Openings/' and shall have 
all the powers and authority as to laying out, opening, Powenand 

authority. 

widening, Atraightening, ex^tending, altering, afid clos- 
ing streets or avenues, or parts of streets or avenues, 
in that part of ifche oity .of New York, south of 
Fourteenth street, now vested by law in the mayor, 

aldermen afid commonalty of the s$^id city ; and the 
16 
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Corporation 
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Commis- 
sioDersof 
efltimate and 
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said board are hereby authorized and empowered, 
whenever they may deem it for the public interest 
so to do, to lay out new streets in said part of said 
city, and from time to time to cause maps showing 
the several streets or avenues so laid out, opened, 
widened, straightened, extended, altered or closed 
by them, to be certified by them and filed, one in 
the office of the department of public works of said 
city, and one in the office of the counsel to the cor- 
poration of said city ; and it shall be the duty of the 
said counsel to the corporation, on the filing of said 
maps in his office, together vdth a requisition in writ- 
ing of sjiid board, immediately to take proceedings 
in the name of the mayor, aldermen and commonalty 
of said city to acquire title for the use of the public 
to the land required for the streets or avenues so 
laid out, opened, widened, straightened, extended or 
altered, and for that purpose to make application to 
the supreme court in the first judicial district for 
the appointment of commissioners of estimate and 
assessment, indicating in such application the land 
required for that purpose by reference to said map on 
file as aforesaid; and the proceedings to acquire 
title to such lands shall be had pursuant to such acts 
as shall be then in force relative to the opening, 
straightening, extending or altering streets, roads, 
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avenues and public squares and places in the city of 
New York, which said acts, so far as the same are 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this section, 
are hereby made applicable to the streets and avenues 
or parts of streets and avenues so laid out, opened, 
widened, straightened, extended and altered, and 
to the proceedings authorized hereby, except that the 
conmiissioners of estimate and assessment, who may * 
be appointed by the supreme court for acquiring title 
to any land required for tixe piirposes of this section 
may assess therefor aU such parties and persons, AB^esBment.. 
lands and tenements, as they may deem to be ben- 
efited by such imj)rovement, and to the extent which 
they may deem such parties, persons, lands, and ten- 
ements benefited thereby. And the said board is 
also authori^d and empowered to close all such 
streets and avenues, or such parts thereof as they 
may deem for the public interest so to do, and to di- 
rect the said counsel to the corporation to take such 
proceedings in the name of the mayor, aldermen, 
and coitoionalty for the closing of such streets or 
avenues, or parts thereof, as are now or shall be then 
provided by law, who shall thereupon apply to the 
supreme court for the appointment of commissioners 
of estimate and assessment in the matter of the clos- 
ing of said street, avenue, or part thereof as in the 
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manner provided hy ktw. A majority of sadd board 
ahall constitute a quorum; but the Tote of a ma- 
jority of all the BMmbers thereof fllaall be neces- 
sary to any act of said board. 



Advertifliiig, , 

reetrictioiiB 

on. 



ARTICLE FIFTEENTH. 
General ProTisiont, Po^rers, and JUUnitaUons. 

§1. [Of(^.88Sylmos^flS10.] ♦ * » Allad- 
yertifiing for the city government hereafter, indading 
the legislative and e^outiye departments, and in street 
and aseessment proeeedings, shi^l be puUished in not 
more than seven daily and six we^y ne^ivj^papers, 
printed and publkhed in said city, to be designated 
from time to time by the mayor and oompta*oUer of 
said -city, and it i^all not be lawfol tor any offieer to 
pay or allow to be paid any money for advevtising 
hereafter made or incmred, of any deseription for or 
* on account of the corporation, except to such news- 
papers, and any such officer making or allowing any 
such payment shall become personfjly liable for the 
amount so paid. * * * 



Qnorum of 
boards. 



Sec. 100. A magoidty of a board in. any department of 
the city government shaU cooatitute a quorum to perform 
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« 

any act authorized to said department, and each board Department. 
may choOse, in itfl own plea&nrc, a president from its w^M^ 

clerk. 

membei^ to preeide at board meetings, and a chief clerk. 

Sec. 101. No expense shall be incurred by any of the no expendi- 
tures without 

departments, or oflScers thereof, whether the object of tioS^fST^ 
expenditure shall have been ordered by the common coun- 
cil or not, unless an appropriation shall have been pre- 
viously made covering such expense. 



Sec. 102. Whatever provisions and regulations other Provisions 

for regnla- 

than those herein specially . authorized may become re- pS^e^tL 
quisite for the fuller organization, perfecting, and caiTy- 
ing out of the powers and duties prescribed to any depart- 
ment by this act, they shall be provided for by ordinance 
of the common council, who are hereby authorized to 
enact such necessary ordinances ; except that the common Restrictions 

on common 

council shall never pass an ordinance in relation to regu- ^^^ 
lating the internal affairs of any of the departments herein 
authorized, or the workings of any of the bureaux, or the . 
duties of any of the subordinate officers of the corporation, 
or the number of persons to be employed in said depart- 
naent, nor increasing their salaries, except upon the pre- increase of 



vious application in writing therefor of the head of the 
department to be affected by said ordinance. 

Sec. 103. It shall be the duty of the common council to 
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Security to Drovido for the accountability of all oflScere and other 

be required 

of offlcere, persQng to whom the receipt or expenditure of the funds 
of the city shall be intrusted, by requiring from them 
sufficient security for the performance of their duties or 
trust, which security shall be annually renewed ; but the 
security fii'st taken shall remain in force until new security 
shall be given. 

Contracts to Sec. 104. All coutracts to be made or let by authority 

be made by 

^2^^f of the common council for .work to be done or supplies to 
be furnished, except printing and advertising, and all sales 
of personal property in the custody of the several depart- 
ments or bureaux, shall be made by the appropriate heads 
of departments under such regulations as shall be estab- 

worktobe lishcd by ordinances of the common council. Whenever 

let by oon- 

*^*^' any work is necessary to be done to complete or perfect 

a particular job, or any supply is needful for any particu- 
lar purpose, which work and job is to be undertaken or 
supply furnished for the corporation, and the severalparts 
of the said work or supply shall together involve the ex- 
penditure of more than one thousand dollars, the same 
shall be by contract, under such regulations concerning it 
as shall be established by ordinance of the common coun- 

When other- cil, uqIcss by a votc of thrcc-fourths of the members 

wise let. 

elected to each board it shall be otherwise ordered ; and 
all contracts shall be entered into by the appropriate heads 
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of departments, and shall be founded on sealed bids or contracts to 

beadver- 

proposals made in compliance with public notice duly ad- **^* 
vertised in newspapers of the city, said notice to be pub- 
lished at least ten days ; and all such contracts, when 
given, shall be given to the lowest bidder, 'the terms of 
whose contract shall be settled by the counsel to the cor- 
poration as an act of preliminary specification to the bid 
or proposal, and who shall give security for the faithful 
performance of his contract in the manner prescribed and 
required by ordinance ; and the adequacy and suflSciency 
of this security shall, in addition to the justification and 
acknowledgment, be approved by the comptroller. All Bids to be 

publicly 

bids or proposals shall be publicly opened by the oflScers °p®"®^ 
advertising for the same, and in the presence of the comp- 
troller. If the lowest bidder shall neglect or refuse to 
accept to contract within forty-eight hours after written 
notice that the same has been awarded to his bid or pro- 
posal, it shall be re-advertised and relet as above provided. 

Sec. 105. All property sold under the authority of the Saiesot 

property to 

conmion council shall be sold at auction, after previous ^^^^ 
public notice, imder the superintendence of the appro- 
priate head of department. Every contract, when made 
and entered into, as before provided for, shall be executed 
in duplicate, and shall be filed in the department of 
finance; a receipt for each payment, made on account 
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pnymentof of or in gatisfaotion of the same, A&H be indorsed on the 

oontraeton. 

said contract by the party reoeiving the warranty which 
warrant shall be only given to the person interested in 
such contract, or his authorized rejniesentatiTe. The pro-^ 
eeeds of all sales made ond^r and by virtue of this section 
shall bb by the officer receiving the same immediately 
deposited wiih the ohamberlainy and the account of sales 
verified by the officer making tiie sales shall be imme-> 
Expend!- diatclv filcd iu the offi<» of the comptroller. No expen- 

tnrastobe * 

S^^^by diture for irork or suppli^s^ involving an amount for 

heads ctfde- 

partanentfl. ^srhich no coutTact is requircd, shall be made except the 
necessity therefor be certified to by the head of the aj^ro^ 
priate department, and the expenditure has been duly 
authorized and appropriiited. 

oerfcificates Seo. 106. Wheuevcr the mayor shall appoint any offi- 

of appoint- *' rr •/ 

"*"'■ cer under this act^ he shall give to the said officw a cer- 
tificate of appointment, and therein designate the term for 
which such officer has been appointed. 

No appoint- Sbo. 107. The power of toaking appointments herein 

mentatobe 

J^^y conferred shall only be exercised by the mayor elected to 

mayor. 

that office, and not by an acting mayor, And ih the event 
of ihe death, resignation, or removal of BVLch elected 
mayor, suoh powei* shall devolve on and be e^erciised by 
the comptroller of said city. In loase of any vacanqr in 
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any head of department <>r dhief officer thereof, it shall be Appoint- 
filled for the full term in the like manner as if it were an JTSfaa*^ 

term. 

original appointment to suoh office, eQK:cept wh>ere hemn 
otherwise provided for. 

Sec. 108. Every person elected or appointed to anyoathof 

office to be 

office under the city government shall, on or before the ***°^' 
first day of January next succeeding such election, or 
within five days after notice of such appointment, take 
and subscribe, before the mayor^ or any judge of a court 
of record, an oath or affirmation faithfully to perform the 
duties of his office ; which oath or affirmation shall be 
filled in the office of the mayor. 



Seo. 109. Any officer of the city goverment, or person Penaitieefor 

^ •' ° 7 r viotationof 

employed in its servicfe, who shall wilfully violate or evade ^^*^ 
any of the provisions of this act, or commit any fraud upon 
the city, or convert any of the public property to his own 
use, or knowingly permit any other person so to convert it, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, in addition 
to the penalties imposed by law, shall forfeit his office, and 
be excluded forever after from receiving or holding any 
office under the city ; and any person who shall wilfully 
swear falsely in any oath or aMrmation required by this 
act shall be guilty of perjury. 

Sbo. 110. No officer of the city gov^nment^ Except a 



f 
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pefqoisitee coUector of cltv revenue, a collector of aseeasinente, a clerk 

tooffloen *i i 

^^*tS^ of arrears, or counsel to the corporation, shall have or 

tioiu. 

receive from the corporation or city treasury any per- 
qoisites or any compensation or commission for his ser- 
vices, in addition to his salary. 



Salaries of Sec. 111. The Salaries of all oflScers provided for by this 

offioecB) how ^ *' 

**^ act, except of such as are hereinbefore mentioned, or of 
any oflSce that may be created by the common council for 
the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this act, 
' shall be prescribed by ordinance or resolution to be passed 

by the common council, and approved as hereinbefore pro- 
vided for the approval of ordinances or resolutions ; and 
any fees that shall hereafter be provided for any officer 
under this act, except as aforesaid, shall on the receipt 
• thereof be paid by such officer into the city treasury. 

Securities Sec. 112. All officcrs Or Other persons to whom the re- 
tor financial 

ceipts or expenditures of the city, or fees or funds payable 
into the city treasury, shall be intrusted, shall give suffi- 
cient security for the faithful performance of their duty, 
in such form and amount as the comptroller may pre- 
scribe, which security shall be annually renewed. 



officers. 



Defaulters Sbo. 113. No bid shall be accepted from, or contract 

cannot be 

oontzacfcora. i^wardcd to, any person who is in arrears to the corpora- 
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tion upon debt or contract, or who is a defaulter, as siirety 
or otherwise, upon any obligation td the corporation. 

Sec. 114. Every person who shall promise, oflFer, or penalties for 

hribiag 

give, or cauise, or aid, or abet in cauning to be promised, ^^^j^ 
offered, or given, or furnish or agree to furnish, in whole 
or in part, to be promised, offered, or given to any mem- 
ber of the common council, or any officer of the corpor- 
ation, after his election as such member, or before or 
after he shall have qualified and taken his seat, any 
moneys, goods, right in action or other property, or 
anything of value, or any pecuniary advantage, present 
. or prospective, with intent to influence his vote, opinion, 
judgment, or action on any question, matter, cause, or pro- 
ceeding which may be then pending, or may by law be 
brought before him in his official capacity, shall, upon 
conviction, be imprisoned in a penitentiary for a term not 
exceeding two years, or shall be fined not exceeding five 
thousand dollars, or both, in the discretion of the court. 
Every officer in this section enumerated, who shall accept 
any such gift or promise, or undertaking to make the 
same under any agreement, or understanding that his vote, 
opinion, judgment, or action shall be influenced thereby, 
or shall be given in any question, matter, cause, or pro- 
ceeding then pending, or which may by law be brought 
before him in his official capacity, shall, upon conviction, 
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be disqualified from holding any public office, traet^ or 
appointment nnder the city of New York, and shall 
forfeit his office, and shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the penitentiary liot exceeding two years, or by a fine 
not exeeeding five thousand dollars, or both, in the dis^ 
oretion of the court. £v«ry person offending against 
either of the proyisions of this section shall be a oom^ 
petent witness against any other person offending in the 
same transaction, and may be compelled to appear and 
give evidence before any grand jury^ or in any court, in 
the same manner as other persons ; but the testimony so 
given shall not be used in any prosecution or proceeding, 
civil or criminal, against the person so testifying. 

City offloers Sec. 115. And no member of the common council, head 

cannot be 

!»SS^ ^ ^^ department, chief of bureau, deputy thereof or clerk 
therein, or otiier officer of the corporation shall be directly 
or indirectly interested in any contract, work, or business, 
or the sale of any article, the expense, price, or consider- 
ation of which is paid from the city treasury, or by any 
assessment levied by any act or ordinance of the common 
council ; nor in the purchase of any real estate, or other 
property belonging to the corporation, or which shall be 
sold for taxes or assessments, or by virtue of legal process 
at the suit of the said corporation. 

Ssa 116. There shall continue to be, as now provided 
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« 

and reoogtiizeA by speeial law« asaid ordinances, a board commifl- 

sioners of 

(rf oommissioners of lie einldxig fund, compoBed of the «*'^^^^'°"^- 
mayor, recorder, chamberlain, eoxoptroller, and chairmen 
of the respective finance committees of each board of the 
common comicil, with all the powers and duties now 
assigned, designated, and ratified by existing laws and 
ordinances. 

§ 11. [Of ohm, 3a3, JmOS of 1870.] It ah^il be May cancel 
^ U */ Jr ^ J certain in- 

lawfol for th© <5lwn»lis»io^er8 of tb^ sialqng fiand of d«*>*^^- 
i!m city of New York m theii dw^icsretioi^ add tb^y i?^ 
h^r«by empowered in such diooretiPQ, to cancel any 
piQirticHx of the ind^t^d^^s^ of th^ s^id city, h^ by 
tbeipQL, whic}i ifi by law redeemable from the sinklog 
fund, and to sell any stoclg» 43ad bonds which th^j 
may hold that are not payable from said fund, and 
with the proceeds of s^ch sale of stocks and bonds to 
buy any other stocks aaad bonds which, are payable 
from said fund. 

§ 12. [Ofchwp. 383, law9 of 1870.] The commis- to assign 

property for 

sioipiers of the sinking fund ar^ hereby authorized IS^ 
and empowered to assign to the board of education 
of the city of New York, such property belonging to 
the city north of Fortieth street as they may deem 
suitable for the erection of an edifice for the nor- 
mal school, and on such conditions as they shall deem 
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proper and for the use of said board. IHie normal 
school tinder the charge of said board shall hereafter 
be known as the normal college of &e city of New 
York. 

Certain Sec. 117. Whenever the mayor and comptroller shall 

property 

^^^ed agree that a proper case exists for exempting, within the 

from taza- 

^^ city of New York, from assessment any church, hospital, 

charitable institution, or free library, in accordance with 
the principle of like provisions heretofore adopted in the 
laws of the state, they may file a certificate to that effect 
with the proper board of assessors, and in the finance de- 
partment ; whereupon such exemption shall be final, and 
the amount of the proper assessment be charged against 
the city as if city property. 

Time for SiX3. 118. All elcctions for all city officers and school 

eieotiflDS. *^ 

officers except the one in May, eighteen hundred and 
seventy, shall be held at the general election in Novem- 
ber in each year, and the officers elected shall take office 
on the first Monday of January next succeeding, unless 
herein otherwise provided. All the provisions of law now 
in force in regard to the duration, manner of conducting 
elections, and canvass and estimate of votes at general 
elections, shall apply to each election of city officers. 

Sec. 119. The terms of office of the commissioners of 



public charities and correction, of the commissioners of Terms of 

certain 

the Central park, and of the superintendent of buildings, JS^oe- 

pire. 

shall terminate at the expiration of fifteen days from and 
after the passage of this act. 

§ 2. \0f chap. 383, lawB (j/*1870.] The amounts Esdmates 

and appro- 

estimated for the year eighteen hundred and seventy, ^^i« 

partmenta, 

for the support of the metropolitan police depart- ^o^i^'^'o. 
ment, the metropolitan health department, the metro- 
politan fire department, and the department of public 
charities and correction, as provided by the then ex- 
isting laws, shall be and the same are hereby ap- 
propriated for the support of said departments as 
now established [by the act entitled "An act to reor- 
ganize the local government of the city of New York," 
passed April fifth, eighteen hundred and seventy,] and 
the amounts estimated for the support of the board of 
education and the college of the city of New York are 
also appropriated for said purposes; all of said sums 
so estimated and appropriated shall be included in the 
taxes for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, and that portion which has been paid from 
the county treasury up to the tiate of the passage of 
the aforesaid act shall be raised as county ex- 
penses. * * * 

§ 3- [O/chap. 383, laws of 1870.] In order to 
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AdjoBtment 
ofaocoontB 
betwcten dtgr 
aadOQiDAtgr. 



Interest on 
booda. 



adjust the acoemnte between the city aiui connty of 
l^ew York, [made neoeBsojrj bj the act entitled ^* An 
Act to reorganize the local govemm^it of the city 
of 'Sew York," passed April fifth, et^teen himdred 
and seventy,] the comptroller of said dty is hereby 
authorized to cause proper entries to be made in the 
books of the finance department to conform to the 
provisions of said act, and to apportion the amounts 
paid by the county of New York prior to its passage, 
and the amounts apportioned as county charges shall 
be so raised by tax. The comptroller is also au- 
thorized to make the additional appropriations for 
eighteen hundred and seventy, required for city and 
county purposes to conform to the provisions of this 
act and of other laws, but in no case shall appropri- 
ations be made in excess of the amounts provided by 
law. 

§4. [0/cha^. 383, law9 ^1870,] The board 
of supervisors of the county^ of New York shall raise 
l^y ta?:, in the yegj* .eighteen hundred and seventy, and 
every year thereaft!9r> the amount necessary to pay 
the inter^t on th§ bonds of the city of New York, 
issued and authorised to be issued^ as provided by 
section eight of chapter six hundred and ninety-seven 
of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 



%6. [Of ehap. 383, Imos of 1870.] The comp- 
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troller of the citv of New York is authorized to ComptroUet 

*' may borrow 

borrow, from time to time, on the credit of the cor- Sndr*^"^ 
poration, in -anticipation of its revenues, and not to 
exceed in amount the amount of such revenues, such 
sums as may be necessary to meet expenditures 
under the appropriations for each current year. 

§ 17. \0f chap. 383, laws of 1870.] No action Action 

against 

shall ' be maintained against the mayor, aldermen, ***® ^**^* 

and commonalty of the city of New York, unless 

the claim on which the action is brought has been 

presented to the comptroller, and he has neglected 

for thirty days after such presentment to pay the Restriction 

on execu- 

same. Before any execution shall be issued on any **®°" 
judgment recovered upon such a claim, a notice of 
the recovery thereof shall also be given to the comp- 
troller, and he shall be allowed ten days to provide 
for its payment by the issue of revenue bonds in the 
usual manner according to law. 

§48. [O/cAap. 383, Imos o/ 1870.] All moneys Excise 

license fees 

hereafter received by the commissioners of excise, chiSi^i? *** 

of the city of New York for licenses issued by them, 

pursuant to law, and for fines and penalties collected 

for violation of the act imder and by virtue of which 

they are appointed shall, within five days after any 

receipt thereof, be paid to the chamberlain of the 

city of New York to the account of the sinking 
16 



lain. 
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Dedbcdon 
forexpeoses 
and salaries. 



fund, after deducting therefrom a percentage of 
ten per cent, which shall be paid into the city trea- 
sury, and the ten per cent, thus paid shall be ap- 
propriated by the comptroller for the purpose of 
first paying the necessary clerk hire, exposes and 
disbursements of the commissioners of excise, and 
the remainder of said percentage to be equally 
divided among the said commissioners as their an- 
nual compensation. All payments herein authorized 
shall be made by the comptroller on warrants drawn, 
according to law, upon the requisition of said commis- 
sioners. 



Court of 
special see- 
sions. 



By whom 
to be held. 



Powers and 
duties. 



§49. [Of chap. SSS, laws of 1S10.] The court of 
special sessions of the peace in and for the city and 
county of New York shall hereafter be held by those 
two police justices of the city of New York who 
shall be designated for that purpose by the mayor 
of said city, under his hand and seal, within thirty 
days after the passage of this act, whereupon they 
shall, in holding said court, exclusively possess all 
the powers and duties now possessed by justices of 
said court, and also the power to adopt court rules, 
and to appoint, and, at pleasure, remove all clerks, 
stenographers, and other officers in said court. In 
the event of any vacancy, the mayor shall imme- 
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diately in like manner aforesaid designate any other vacancies or 
police justice to fill it. In case of any disability of vffif^r. 
either of the two police justices to hold court, it shall 
be legal for the other to hold it while such disability 
continues. All provisions of law inconsistent here- 
with are repealed. 

^1. [Of chap. 383, laws of 1870.] * * * The saiaii«iaf 
mayor and comptroller are hereby authorized to fix 
the salaries of the civil justices of said city (or any or 
either of them) as they may deem the legal business 
of the respective districts to justify, not exceeding the 
salary now paid to the police justices of said 
city. * * * 

Sec. 120. The city of New York is hereby excepted city except- 
ed from cer- 

from the provisions of an act entitled an act to establish ^^^'^'^ 
a metropolitan police district, and to provide for the 
government thereof, passed April fifteenth, eighteen hun- 
di'eJ and fifty-seven, and of the acts amendatory thereof, 
and any sections of statutes and provisions of law which 
created said district are hereby repealed ; and the city of 
New York is also hereby excepted from the provisions of 
the act entitled an act to create a metropolitan sanitary 
district and board of health therein for the preservation 
of life and health, and to prevent spread of disease, passed 
JFebruary twenty-si;5:th, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, 



230 

and of the acta amendatory thereof, and any sections of 
statutes and provisions of law which created said district 
are hereby repealed ; and the city of New York is also 
hereby excepted from the provisions of an act entitled 
an act to create a metropolitan fire district, and establish 
a fire department therein, passed March thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, and the acts amendatory thereof, 
and any sections of statutes and provisions of law wliich 
Certain laws cFcatcd Said distrfct are hereby repealed. The act to 

repealed, *' •*• 

amend the charter of the city of New York, passed April 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty ; and the act to 
amend the chai'ter of the city of New York, passed 
April second, eighteen hundred and forty-nine ; and the 
act to amend an act enStled an act to amend the charter 
of the city of New York, passed April second, eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine, passed July eleventh, eighteen 
hundred and fifty one ; and the act further to amend the 
charter of the city of new York, passed April twelfth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three ; and the act supple- 
mentary to an act entitled an act further to amend the 
charter of the city of New York, passed April twelfth,, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, passed June fourteenth,, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three ; and the act to amend 
the charter of the city of New York, passed April four- 
teen, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven ; and the act rela- 
tive to the charter of the city of Nqw York, passed April 
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three, eighteen hundred and sixty-three ; and the act to 
amend the charter of the city of New York, passed 
August thirty-one, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, are 
hereby repealed ; and all acts, or parts of acts, inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, are also hereby repealed ; 
but the charters of the city of New York, known as the 
Dongan and Montgomerie charters, so far as the same Donganand 

Mont- 

OT either of them are now in force, shall continue and cSS^to 

remain in 

remain in full force, and shall not be construed as '^'^ 
repealed, modified, or in any manner affected thereby. 
This section shall not prejudice or affect any right accrued Accrued 

rights, &c., 

or legal proceeding commenced by reason of anything '««®^®^- 
contained in the acts hereby repealed, and so accrued and 
commenced before this act takes effect; nor shall this 
section be so construed as to abrogate or repeal any pro- provisions 

of tax laws 

visions of acts heretofore enacted, which acts provide in ^^|^ 
any way for the raising or collecting of revenues in the 
city of New York, conamonly called tax leviesl 

Sec. 121. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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